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TheEpiſtle Dedicatory, 
Unto the Church and Flock of 


Chriſt meeting near Wapping, 
over which the Holy Ghoſt 
hath made me Overſeer : 
Grace be with you,and Peace 
from God our Father, and 


from the Lord ]ctus Chriſt. 


Dearly Beloyed, 


OME of thoſe Experiences con 
tained in the firſt and ſecond 
d Books, were felt and begun up- 
on my Heart about ſeven and 
renty Nears ago, and ever ſince car- 
ied on under variety of Afflictions and 
l exiptations, Jome from God, ſome 
om Satan and the World, awd ſeme 
rom a deceitful Heart. Many of the -, 
LOFA''S People have been taught Very 
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EF. The Epiſtle 
gloriozs Things under the Rod, as Gi- 
deon taught the Men of Sxccoth with 
Thorns. Now foraſmuch as we find 
that the Royal Prophet David thought 
it his Duty, to declare unto the 
Church what God had done for his 
Soul, I ſuppoſe none can account it an 
Evil, humbly and faithfully, for any 
other Servant of the Lord to do the 
' fame : Surely this is more commendable, 
than for to | 3ou in the Grave, with its 
Author, the Heads of about thirty Tears 
Sermons, which was very lately done, I 
ſuppoſe to the trouble of many that 
heard them, Is it not great pity, that 
what hath been gotten out of the Fur-| 
race and Fire of ſo many Tears Temp- 
rations, ſhould be loſt for ever ? I know| 
fach a Work requires great Faithful- 
neſs and Humility to manape it. Hence, 
Beloved, what Lah been taſted, felt, 
heard and ſeen, # here in the two firſs 
Books for the generality declared un- 
' to you, and I do not queſtion but the ex 
perienced Reader will have the Savogtſ 
and Reliſh of thoſe things here mens 
tioned | 
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Dedicatory. v 
tioned ; for as Face anſwers unto Face 
in a Glaſs, ſo doth the Heart of Man to 
Man,or rather of oneBeliever to another. 

And 'as for the third Book, the 
Foundation of thoſe Poems was lai 
more than twelve Tears ſince, in a pub- 
lick Diſcourſe amongt you ; which cor 
tain'd an - Hiſtorical Account of the 
Life and Sufferings of oar moſt bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour. 

And as tis is intended for the (® 
oreating of your Spirits in your ſpare 


' Hours, ſo my humble Requeſt to you is, 


that this nor no other Book may take 
you off from: reading the Holy Scrip- 
tures one Moment the leſs. That Ad 


wice a Miniſter gave a Friend: lately, is 
' 08 to be contemned ; who finding hey 


reading a good Book upon her Sick-bed 


'- touching fomething of Controverſy, told 


her, That the bleſſed Bible was the 
beſt Book to be converſed with, eſpe- 
cially in a Time of AfiQtion. 

One thing I exhort the Congregation 


» £0 in general, with the Apoſtle Paul, 
| That your Converfation- be as- be- 


A 3 cometh. . 


vi _. The Epiſtle 
cometh the Goſpel, in reference to the 
Author of it, who is glorious in Holt- 
neſs, and to the Laws of it, which are 
+ Peace, Meekneſs, Charity and Love a- 
mong our ſelves, and hearty Prayer for 
our Enemies, There are no Laws that 
have the Santtion of ſuch Promiſes and 
Threatnings as the Goſpel : And ha- 
ving ſuch Promiſes, dearly Beloved, let 
. cleanſe our ſelves from all Filthi- 
eſs of Fleſh and Spirit, Penn Ho- 
lineſs in the Fear of God ; in ſo doing 
the converted Husband may bring over | 
the unconverted Wife to Chriſt and hw 
Church, and the converted Wife the 
 anconverted Husband ; and thoſe wko 
have that Happineſs to walk together in 
Church-Communion, walk as Heirs of 
the Grace of Life, that your Prayers be 
zot hindred; and labour to keep that 
Order in your Family as becometh the 
Goſpel. 


And now a Word of Advice to our 
young Converts, Ton are informed from 


God's Word, that he which puts on his 
| Armour 


Dedicatory. - | VIL. 
Armour hath no cauſe to boaſt : And - 
when you have pat it off with a Cons 3 
queſt over your Enemies, (as I hope 
none will put it off before) then if you 
make your Boaſt, it ought to be in God _ 
alone, and ſay, We can do all things 
through Chriſt which ſtrengthneth 
us, and are more than .Conquerors 
through-him that hath loved us. Be 
fare you flee ſinful Company and ſinful. 
* | Laſts: Abhor the Imitation of youne 
' | Abſalom, who rebelled againſt his Pa- 
"| rents; and Ham who ancovered his Fa- 
"| ther's Nakedreſs; Joſeph's Brethren, 
"| and Cain, the former out of Envy to - 
' | <4is Brother ſold him for a Slave, and 
the latter murdered his Brother : Be- 
ware of IſhmaeÞPs ſcoffing Spirit ; and 
remember the Judgment of God upon 
42 Children torn with Bears for {caſing 
at the Prophet Eliſha : Be ſare you riſe 
up before the _ Head, and reverence 
the gray Hairs,whenever you ſee them ; 
take heed of lying Excuſes, - and Priae, 
| and taking God's Holy Name in vain, 
which are- Evils Youth is too much ad: 
2 A 4 aited 


E: "WI —_— 7 3 WWW 7”: 


vill The Epiſtle 
+ diftedto. If you have a delight to imi- 
' tate any, let it be the Godly, ſuch as 
Abel, who offered 1p his Fat and his 
Beſt to God in his early Days. Follow 
Joſeph /z Corntinency ; Caleb and Jo- 
Thua i» erm God fully, and being 
of another Spirit ; Godly Joſiah for 
Meekneſs, and a tender Heart ; and | 
young Abiah, in whom was found ſome 
good thing toward the Lord God of If- 
rae]. Imitate young Obadiah, iz love 
to the People and Prophets of God, in 
a Day of great Perſecution ; and Ne- 
hemiah iz Zeal for the Worſhip and 
Flouſe of God ; and Timothy 7: love 
to the Holy Scripture3, who had known 
'them from a Child, And be ſure you 
chaſe, when you can, godly Families to 
live in, as Abraham's aud Joſhua's 
Servants did: And'if you live with 
thoſe of your own Perſwaſion, and are 
together in the ſame Communion, be ſa 
far. from thinking that you owe them 
teſs Service, Honour, and Reſpett, that 
indeed you ſhould give your Superiors 
the more, becauſe they are Brethr iy" 

oh the 
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Dedicatory. Ix © 
the Apoſtle ſaith. Aud if you ave caſt 
into irreligious Families, there let your 
Light ſo Trine, that they ſeeing your: 
good Converſation, may glorify your 
Father which is:1n-Heaven. Azd if 
you ſhall change your. Condition by, & 
Marriage-State, take the Apoſtle”s Ad- 
vice, let it be only in.the Lord, /e/f 
your Heart be drawn away with the Er-- 
ror of the Wicked, and you fall frons. 
your own ſtedfaſtneſs. . Godline(s will. 
not only make Perſons the Object of 
good: Peoples Aﬀeitions, but as one” 
ſaith, © If young Perſons were but 
&« clothed with the Silk of Piety, the- 
« Satin'of Sanitity, and the Purple of 
« Modeſty, God himſelf would be 4 
&« Suitor to them. 

That which ] ſuppoſe will add ſome 
Encouragement to your «ſerious and con-- 
fuaerate reading this laſt Book, may be, 
foraſmuch as ſome of cur Hymns ſung” 
at the Lord's Table will be brought to 
Jour remembrance, though here diſpos'd - 
of in another manner, but to'the ſame: 

* End, which is the Glory of Chriſt. 


A's5 | Now 


SS The Epiſtle, &c. 
Now as this ſmall Book is ſent forth 
' Z#nto the Charch and the World upon 
| the Wings of Prayer; ſo I deſire all 
| your Prayers may be not only added to 
| \ vine for a Bleſſing upon it, but that 
| you may conflantly pray for me to be ge- 
|  livered from all Evil, and made a Bleſ- 

ſing to the Church, and the World : 

This is the ſincere deſire of him who ac- 


counts it his Honoar to be a Servant of 


the Servants of Chriſt, 


Hercules Collins. 


1HE 


SCRIBE E|: 


Inſtructed unto the 
Kingdom of Heaven, 


Under Variety of 


TEMPTATIONS. 


O R, 

"Things, New and Old, brought 
out of the Houſholder's Treafu- 
Ty of the Heart. 


Publiſhed for the Comfort of all the4 
Lord's People ; but eſpecially | 
the more ſolid and grave, temps» 
ted and experienced Chriſtian, 


| By HERCULES COLLINS 
6 © of Wapping. 


Printed for the Aurhor, 1595. 
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The Scribe "ſtrated unto 
the Kingdom of Heaven. 


——— 


P S. A LD. 94.12... = 
Blefſed is the Man whom thou cha- 


ſteneſt, O Lord; and teacheſt 
him out of thy Law... - 


S this Text is a part of the Royal 
Prophet's Experience ; ſo max © 
v ny. others of the Lore's Peo- 


ple- have been taught by. the - 
Rod. 


The Point to be inſiſted" on is this :_. 
Not: They are blefſed Souls, where Dj- + 


vine- Teachings do accompany Corretti- 
ons. and Temptations. | 


— —— 
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David: - 


| 14 | The Seribe infiratted 


Point in Pſal. 119. 67,71. It # good for 
me that 1 have been afflicted; that 1 might 
learn thy Statutes, and keep rhy Word. 
God fent his Church of old into a ſeventy. 
Years-Captivity 5: Babylon for their good, 


together for good to them that loye God, 
then Correction ſhall, Rom. 8. 28. And 
God hath informed us himſelf, that whom 
be loves, he rtbukes and chaſtens, Rev. 3. 19. 
And one End is, that we may be made 
= partakers of bis Holineſs, Heb.12.10. He- 

| zekzab the King could ſay to 1ariah the 
| Prophet, Gord i the Word of the Lord, 
when he brought him the heavy Tidings 
” of a Babyloniſh Captivity, when all his 
| _ Treaſures ſhould be exhauſted, and: the 
| Sons of ' his own Body ſhould- be Captives 


canſe his Heart was lifted up : yet {ith 


| Iſa. 39. 8. Many of the Lord's People 
| can” tell you, from the Advantage they 
| - haye had from the-Rod, that they know 
| not which-&ffliction they covld: have been 
| without 3 -and ſo have been made to 
| conclude, that: it's better to be pre- 
| ſerved in Brine, than rot in Honey ; and 
| that ſanftified Adyerſity, is better ths 

| unſan- 


David that bleſſed Man, confirms this: 


Fer. 24.5- And if all things ſhall work ' 


and Euffuchs to the King of Babylon, be- 
'- the King, Good is the Word of the Lord, 
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* anto the Kjngdom of Heaven, 15 
anſanQtified -Proſperity ; and with the 
good Man in' our Text, . Bleſſed is the Man 
whom the Lord chaftens, and teacheth out of _ 
bis Law. And St. Paxl did believe and 
experience the ſame, That the light Af- 
flittions which are but for a moment, do 
| work for the Saints a far more exceeding 
and eternal wezght of Glory, 2 Cor. 4. 17. 


In the handling of this Truth, I ſhall 
do three things : | 


, 


* I. Lay down-ſome Propoſitzons. 

H. Shew what things may be and haye 
been learned in the School of Aft- 
fliction, 

HI. Make ſome Uſe of the DoQtrine. 


I. Propoſition 1. That the Experiences 
of the Saints,” tho they all agree with 
God's Holy Word, yet they are various; 
and of ſeveral-forts; and to that degree 
and number among the whole Church of 

Chriſt, as that. the Truth of the whole 
revealed: Will of God comes to be expe- 
rienced under their various ' Conditions 
and& Temptations : God gives ons Saint: 
- one patt of his Word, and promiſes to ' 
comfort him 3 and to another, another 
"Part; and ſo you may go onto ten,an af | 
Wc 4. red, 
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x6 - = The Scribe inſtrufted 
' dred, a thouſand, there being in the Sa- 
cred Scriptures a Salve for every Sore, 
and a Remedy for every Malady, and Dis 

'rection for every Condition, . and Conſo- 

lation for. every one under Temptation : 

Which ſhould engage our Love.more and 

more to that Word: which is a Lanthorn 

to. our Feet, that we ſtumble not upon, 

the dark Mountains ; a Compaſs to ſteer g 

by for avoiding-Rocks and.Sands,. till.we | © 

come to the Eternal 3 and a Cordial 

to comfort our dr Irits;- which 
' wnleſs bis Law. be our del e ſhall pereſb 
 inour Afution, Pl. 119.92, 

Prop. 2. Tho'T do not deny but the: 
ſtrongeſt Believer may ſometimes dread 
future Troubles, yet all thoſe which have 
found ſpiritual Advantages by the Rod, 
cannot dread them, as thofe who never 
fonnd any. Profit under it. Hence David 
faith, Though an Hoſt ſhould encamp af ainſt, 
me, yet will 1 not fear : And why, becauſe 
| bis former Enemies, when they came to. 

eat up his Fleſh, they fumbled and fell, 

Pal. 27, .1,2, 3. So in Pſa. 3. 5,6,7. 
he tells us, That he laid bim down irePoace 6a: 
aud ſlept, without any fear of ten thenſands 
of People. that fhould ſet + themſelves. round, 
about him : And the ground of this was; 
that. God bad broken the Teeth of the Un-.Þ 


god, | ? 
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godly, and ſmitten, hs Enemiej upon the 
Cheek: bone. Former Experience is a ground \ 
of future Confidence. We 'may well 
conclude with David and Panl, That he 
that bath aclivered from the Paw of the 
Lion, and the Mouth of the Bear, will de- 
liver from the uncircumciſed Philiſtine, 
I Satm.17.35. A Believer may reaſon un- 
der a Temptation, as Manoah's Wife did 
when he ſaid to her, Surely we ſball die : 
But, ſaid ſhe, if the Lord were pleaſed to 
kill 98, be would yot have received a Burnt- 
Offering, neither would he have ſhewed us 
all thee things, Judg.13.22,2.3. So, Soul, 


{| fay under Temptation, It was Free-Grace 


and not my Worthineſs was the Ground 
of my Deliverance from ſuch and ſuch a 
Temptation ; and ſurely did God intend 
to deſtroy me, he would pever have 
ſhewed me ſuch things, and accepted my 
Offerings, anſwered ſo many weak Pray- 
ers, and given me ſo-many Deliverances, 
Promiſes, and Salvyations. | 
Prop. 3. When. God is ſaid to tny a 
People, as he did try and. tempt Abra- 
beam and Fob, &c. it is not to inform 
God, whoſe Prerogative alone it 1s to 
know the Heart: but a Believer's Trial 
is either to make a Diſcovery of himſelf 


ed. 


. 38 .- TheScribeinſtruited 

| ed their Sincerity, before they ſaw hon 
they carried it in the Furnace : No 

ſometimes Cod by this diſcovers to a Be- 
lever the Corruption of his Heart. And 
fo Hezekiab he was left, that he might 
kiow the Pride which lay hid in him till 
then. And ſometimes God afflicts hi 
People, to make a Diſcovery of what he 
hath done for them, which they under 
Temptation will hardly own. Many 
times God's People tempt him to afflit 
them. O, faith the Soul,, now I queſtion 
whether everl had the Root of the Matter 
in me, and the Truth of Grace. Now 
I queſtion my Faith, Love, my Sincert 
ty : Now Iqueſtion all that ever I have 
done ; I fear, faith the Soul, it hath been 
more from a Form, than the Power © 
Godlineſs. Now that God may make 
a Diſcovery of the Soul unto it ſelf, God 
Makes the Waves and Billows paſs over 
him, and puts him into the Furnace of 
Afiiction. Now if you ask the be- 
Heving- Soul, whether he would have it 
removed or ſanctified ? He will tell you, 
If God will do both, he will thank him; 


but $f but one, then let ir be ſai@ifed: 


% 


#tr than removed. Ask him, what he: 


thinks of God now ? he will tell you, 


with David, Truly God ts good to: Ifracl þ 
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And with Jeremiah, when under ama- 
zing Providences, God i Righteous and 


J 7ſt. Ask him, what he will take to 


quit his Intereſt in Chriſt ? he will tell 
you, Not ten thouſand Worlds. And 
thus-by Tribulation, the Soul comes to 
know what God hath done for him, 
that he may praiſe him and conclude 
with David, Plaly 19. I am thine, Lord, 
ſave me. I> 

. . Prop. 4. God doth ſometimes inlay his 
People with-encouragingWords and Pro- 
miles, to prepare them to meet God 1n 
the way of Afflicton, before he ſends his 
Waves and Billows over them. David 
had a Word to hope in as well as a God, 
but it was the Word of God, P/al. 119. 
74. And Facob, when he was to meet 
with his Brother Eſau, puts God in mind 
of his Promiſe, Lord, thou ſaydFt thow - 
wouldfF d3 me pood, Gen. 32. 12, To 
prepare a Soul for Trials, one while -this 
Word ſhall be given in, 1s my Arm ſhort- 
ned that I cannot ſave ? or - mine Ear bea- 
vy that 1 cannot bear ? At another time . 
be will help her, and that right-early : And 
be can ſave by many, or by few. And at 


what time 1 am afraid I will truſt in thee; 
JAt another time ſuch a Word as this ſhall 
|} come warm upon the Heart, They looked 


unto 


- _ erfally upon the Heart, Speak, to the Peo- 


20 The Scvibe inſtrutfted 
unte him, and-were lightned ;. and:their Fa 
Ces were not aſhamed. And alſo.that of the 
Apoſtle, Caſt not away your Confidence, | V 
which bath great Recompence of Rtward.\ ik 
And the words of David; Thu God #« our 
God for ever and cver, and will be our Guide t| 
even wnto Death, Under great Tempta-| tl 
tions that word comforted a Servant off Þ 
'the Lord, Being juſtiggd freely through the 
Redemption which us in @briſt Jeſus our Lord. © 
And alſo. that of 1faiab, ' Fhou wilt keep 
him in perfett Peace, whoſe Mind ui ſtayed 
on thee, becauſe he truſteth in thee. And 
that of Paul to Timothy, improved in the 
Heart of a Servant of Chriſt ; if God 
takes it ſoill at the Hands of Men, not to 
provide for their Families, then ſurely 
God will take care of his Family. That 
Word hath often been of great comfort, 
. Fear not, little Flock, it # your Father's 

good * Pleaſure to give you the Kingdom, 
and when I am weak, then am Ifirong. And 
In a time of Perſecution, that came pow- 


oy go forward, What tho the Enemy 
be behind. ys, and the ' Red-Sea beforg 
us ? The:Fod of the Wicked ſhalt not 

= reſt upon. the back, of. the' Righteous, 
That was a preparative Word againſt 4 
' Day of Trial of dear Relations, that way 


givel 
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given a Child of eleven Years and half 
1ef old, about fix Months before he died, the 
e,| Words of Solomon, Prov. 27. 1. Boaſt not 
1} thy felf of te morrow, . for who knows what 
or] 4 day may bring forth? The Subltance of 
{|| this laſt Propoſition, is a ſmall part of 
2-j| the Experience of my deareſt Relation, 

»ff under variery of Temptations. | 

bel Queſt. When may we know when a Word 

df comes from God? 

ol Anſw. 1. That Word that comes from 

dj God, is always ſutable to the Condition 

dJ of the Soul. If a poor Creature be un- 

ef der a Temptation of Want, and that 

dj} Word ſhould come, Truft in the Lord, 

of and do good, and dwell in the Laud, and ve- 

yo rily chow ſhalt be fed; Is not this a ſuta- 

th} ble Word ? So if a poor Soul be under 

tj a heavy Temptation, for which he can- 

's| not aſſign any ſolid Cauſe, and it ſhould 

;| be whiſpered into him, Come boldly unto 
the Throne of Grace, for we have not an 
Hiph- Prieſt that cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our Infirmities, but was 4n all 
Poms: tempted like as we are, yet without: 
6 $2 - There may be, it ſeems,great Temps - 
LI  thtions,- where Sin is not the Founda- 
tion of them. So if thou ſhouldſt be un- 

# der a Fear thou haſt finned, and that 
l Word ſhould come into thy Heatt, / beve 
" blotted 


"Lf" 
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bletted out allthy Tranſgreſſions; would not 
this be ſatable? And it may be the Soul 
can tell thee the very Place and Time, 
yea, and into which Ear it was whiſper- 
ed. So, Come unto me all you that labour and 
are. heavy laden, and I will give you reſt, 
* bs ſutable toaburdened Sinner. 

* 2. When a Word comes from God, 
it is always ſeaſonable, God gives the 
Soul Grace 1n a time of need : And this 
F ſuppoſe is the general Experience of $ 
the People of God, that they are yery 
tow when a Promiſe cometh 3; as* Dizvid 
faith, -7 was brought low, and God helped 
27e:: It's when the Soul is in a Mount 
of ſtraits that\'God appears : David was 
ina horrible Pit before God ſat him upon 
- a Rock. _ It was at that time St. Paul was 
ſo burdened/with Temptations as made 


| him pray often, that God ſaid, fy Grace | 


ſball he ſufficient for thee ;, and my Strength [| 


made perfed in Weakneſs, When a Poor: 


Soul hath -been labouring under a Temp- I 
; tation until he-is almoſt worn out, then F, 
Tome refreſhing Promiſe is ordinarily gi- Þ,- 


F, - yen. | 
-- 3. When. a' Promiſe comes from God; *Þ, 
it always makes the Soul more humble; x. 
more holy, and more thankful : Buzif a &, 


Word comes that doth not work thuvon }- 
924444 the .F- 
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he Soul, but the quite contrary,” to be 
ure that is not of God, and Satan can 
Transform himſelf into-an Angel of Light. 
Che ſame -Facob that ſaid, Thou ſaidft 
" Bow wouldeſt do me good, (ai juſt before, 
am leſs than the leaſt of thy Nercies. | 
4+ When a Word comes from God, it 
ets the Soul at liberty, fills it with Com- » 
Fort; it breaks all its Fetters and Irons, 
* Knd brings the Soul aut of Priſon. -Have 
ot ſome been 1d diſcompoſed under 
Femptations, that they could- not tell 
dw to pray, or hear, or mind any Fa- 
tily-Bulineſs, until the Word of God 
" Fame and delivered them from all their 
ears? And nowthey can ſay with Das 
id, Thou haſt delivered my Soul fram 
Death, mine. Eyes from Tears, and my 
ect from falling,” Pal. 115. And with 
' ſhe Church, fit had not been the Lord 
' Sho was on our ſide, we had been ſwallowed 
" I} gick, and made a Prey to the Teeth of 
' ir Enemies : but the Snare i broken, and 
" te are eſcaped, bleſſed be the Namt of thg 
- Yord, who made. Heaven and Earth, Pſal, 
24. | 
5: : Whenever a Word comes from 
-Þad;; if it be not the very Words of the 
 Baly Scripture, as they generally are, yet 
-Þs7 always are according to the AINGET, 
MW - - - 
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not of Light. 


- give a poor Sou-deliyerance from at 


"the Heart to pray for a Mercy, then he n 


. Goſpel! and what a ſtrong Perſwaſic 


'- that we had it.. If God doth indi 


\ liverance, or any Mercy, it isa SignitF: 
not far off. | a 


' with, but ſeems to be another Thing, ar 


with one ſometime beforewye had our fi 
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of Faith; and ii ir do not agree ther: 


another Doctrine, -then we are to try tl 
Spirits by the Rule, Standard; and Touc 
ſtone of the Holy Word of God, t| 
Law and T<ſtimony : and if it ſpe: 
nor according to this Word, it is 
cauſe they are Words of Darkneſs, at 


* © & a 89 Xe A 


Prop. 5. When God hath a Deſign 


Temptation and Trouble, he ordinaril 
gives them a Spirir. of Prayer, to pr: 
for that Deliverance. When God prep, 


Canſe his Ear to hear the Deſire of the Rig 
teows, Pſal.10.17. And then this is accon 
panied with a great Spirit of Faith an 
Expectation. Thus I remember it y 


Liberty from the laſt long Perſecutioi 
O what a-warm Deſire was there in 
Heart; - for free liberty to preach 


of -it was there in the Mind z and it we 
but about three quarters of a Year aftt 


LEE TIE EE I__ © © © mn © ©, mo A © as 


thy Heart to pray and believe for a Di- 


unto the Kjngdom of Heaven. 25 
Prop. 6. As the Soul doth ſometimes 
experience they are inlaid with Promiſes 


af before ſome great Affliction 3 ſo at other 


times they do experience freſh Help in the 


if very Time of Trouble, ecicher a Promiſe 


of Pardon, or ſtrength to carry through 


$ Trouble; ſo that the Soul hath been made 


to confeſs, Naw I am well able to-go 
through my Sorrows, for ſuch a Word 
of God hath refreſhed me: Now God. 


ay hath ſaid to me under Temptation, Ay 


Grace u ſufficient ; and my Strength ſhall 


| be male perfeft in weakneſs, Now 1 will 


glory in my Infirmities and Weakne(ſ;, be- 


# cauſe the Power of Chriſt wiil the more 


appgar, and ſo he will have the more 
Glory, 2 Cor. 12.7, 8, 9, 10.__ In, or af- 


ter a Trial, many of the Lord's dear 


Children do expzrieace great liftings upz 
tho juſt before great caltings down, as 
fob ſaith, Chap. 22. 29, As F-ſeph and 
Fob had great Honour after great Trou- 
ble, . Poxeity, Shame and Temptation. 
Tho weeping m12y continue for a Night, yet 
Foy may come in the Morning 3 the Sun doth - 


& many. times ariſe glorioully after a ſtormy 

i Night. David, when he was in the Dark, 

X {ad Faith to believe that he ſhould yet 
4 


- ve to praiſe God for the Light of bis Coun- 


4 tenarce, Pal. 42. throughout, I he Vi- 
Wee < B ons 


my « '* 
* —- 
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| fions that Ezekiel had, Chap: 1. 1. were 
when he was among the Captives in B- 
bylen : And the Apoſtle St. John had his 
Revelations of the Perſecutions of the 
Church, the downfal of Babylon, and the 
riſe'of Chriſt's Kingdom, when he was a 
Priſoner in the Iſle of Parmes, for the 
Word of God and Teſtimony of Jeſus, 
Riv. 1. &% | 

Prop. 7. It is the general Experience of 
the People of God, to haye a very diſl- 
mal and ſad Night of Darkneſs, after a 
very glorious Sun-ſhine Day of Comfort. 
This was Feb's Caſe, who thought to die 
in his Neſt :' Hence deſires-in one place, 
O that it were with me as in Months paſt, 
when the Candle of the Lord ſhined upon me, 
Chap. 29. 2. And David in his Proſpe- 
rity, thought he ſhould never be moved : 
But when God hid his Face, he was trou- 
bled, Pſal. 30.6, And ſo St. Pawl, after 
| great Raptures and Viſions, had a T horn 
| an the Fleſb, the Meſſenger of Satan to buf- 
| fet him, leſt he ſhould be exalted above mea- 
t furegthrough abundance of Revelation, 2 Cor. 
© 12.7, As God knows the Soul cannot 
* go through Trials honourably, without 
bis Spirit to ſtrengthen and comfort 3 ſo 
he knows they ſtand in as much need 
of humbling Diſpenſations, after great 


mani*J 


| 
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manifeſtations of the Love of God t 
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keep them in lowly frames. | " _ 

Prop. 8. God does not always afflict 
for Sin : Tho 1 ſuppoſe moſt Afliition 1s 
upon that accounr, yet ſometimes It Is 
done as an Att of his Sovereignty over 
his Creatures. That I ſuppoſe was the 
Ground of Fob's Trouble'; and alſo to ſet 
him up as an Inſtance of the Infinite Power, 
Wiſdom, and Goodneſs of God in carry- 
ing him through ſuch Difficulties with 
Patience, and that it might be a Ground 
of Support and Comfort to ſucceeding 
Ages, foraſmuch as God is the ſame to 
his People in all Generations ; Heb. 1 3. 
8. Teſua Chriſt the ſame yeſterday, to day, 
and for ever. 

Prop. 9. The Weight, Meaſure, and 
Time of Affliftions, are all ordered by 
God; we have not one Grain more, or 
one Minute longer than God appoints. 
When the Church had been four hyndred 
and thirty Years in Egyptian Bondage, 
they came out the very Night it ended, 
according to God's Appointment : And 
when the Church's ſeyenty Years were ft- . 
niſhed in the Babyloniſh Captivity, God 
gave them deliverance in an unexpefted 
manner. So likewiſe when the Time, 
Times, and half Time, the forty: two 
; _ Months, 


” £28 The Scribe inflirutted 


Months, and the one thouſand two hun- 
dred and ſixty Days are over of the 
Church's Sorrows, then at that very time 
ſhe ſhall put off her Garments,of Sack- 
cloth, and put on her Garments.of Ke- 
joicing. . | f 

Prop. 10. The ſharper any Trouble is 
upon a Child of God, provided: he be 
ſupported under it, the greater is the 
Advantage of that Trial. We are very 
apt to ſhuffle off a ſmall trouble withour 
Conſideration : But when God lays a 
great Weight in the Afiftion, that be- 
ing ſandtihed, the ſpiritual Profit is al- 
ways the more; ſo that the Soul can 
ſay, Thy Red, as well as thy Staff doth com- 
i fort me, Plal. 23. 4. 

. - Prop. t1. God oftenbrings his People 
' into great Depths, and Death oftentimes, 
before Deliverance comes, that {o his 
glorious Attributes may be the more dif- 
| played and magnificd. We can never 
| know God as we ought without Temp- 
| tations; the Church mult have a Red-Sea 
- hefore them, and a potent Army purſus 
' ing them. Daniel muſt be in the Lions 


Des, and the three Children in the fiery, |: 
Furnace ;z and Jeboſhaphat and Abaz cons; oi 


teſt with-vaſt Armies : And theſe are the;F th 


Times God takes to deliver and ſave his: 1s 
LID | : w_—_ Pcople,. n: ; 
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unto the Kjngdom of Heaven, 29 
People, that ſo he may have the Glory a- 
lone, and we may ſing to the Praiſe of 
his Holinefſ*, Power, Wiſdom, Goodneſs 
and Truth. 

Prop. 12, Small Troubles lengthned out 
to a great length, have often proved great 
Temptations, and therefore we had the 
more need beg for Grace, and the Know- 
ledg of our Condition, why God contends 
with us. Pcrhaps we lie the longer in it, 
becauſe God's End may not be anſwered 
upon us. Pat was cot delivered pre- 
fently from the Thorn in the Fleſh : And 
David lay fo long in God's Furnace, tiil 
he was made to learn God's Statutes. It 
may be God keeps the Rod Upon thy 
Back, becauſe thou art too "much glewed 
tothe World ; or haſt not yet ptucked 
out thy Right-eye Sin, nor been humbled -- 
enough at the Foot of God: And when 
God hath done his whole Work vpon 
Mount Zen, then he will burn his Rod, 
and bring thee out of the horrible Pit, and 
ſet thy Foot upon a Rock, and put anew Song 
im thy Mouth, Pal. 40. 1, 2, 3. And till 
that time come, we are to hope and walr 
-, for God's Salvation. 


«The ſecond general Head,” is to 
s what are the Spiritual Adyaatages 
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Believers have in the School of CorreRti- 


- on and Afﬀiction. 


I. In the School of -Aflition and 


"Temptation, there it is that the Lord ge- 


nerally ſheweth the Soul its own Impo- 
tency and Inſufficiency to bear Trials ho- 
nourably, without Divine Grace and Aſ- 
Nſtance. /Now by Experience we can 


- Tpeak what we have often read with lit- 


tle feeling, That we are kept by the Power 
of God through Faith unto Salvation, 1 Pet. 


F.5.. And that it # he alone that keepeth. 


the Feet of the Saints, 1 Sam. 2. 9%. Per- 
haps we have thought we could have born 
ſuch a Friend's Trial and Loſs more ho- 
nourably, patiently and quietly, than 
they : But Zliphaz's Speech unto Fobmay 
more properly belong unte us, than-un- 
to him, Bebola, theu boſt inſtrufted many, 
aud thi: ba ftrexgthned the weak Hands. 
Thy WorSkhave upholden him that was fatl- 
ling,, and thous haft ftrengthned the feeble 


Knees. But now it # come upon thee, and 


thou fainteſt ; it toucheth thee, and-thon art 


rraublea, Job 4. 3, 4, 5: 

2. In this School many of the Lord's 
People have been taught, that it is very 
hard to ſtand to the Anſwer of their own 


Prayers many:times, eſpecially. when God -|- 
hath anſwered them by terrible hinge 1 


[1 


"3; 
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though in Righteouſneſs ; and though it was 
done by the God of their Salvation, Pal. 
65.5, How often have they ſaid, Thy- 
Will be done on Earth as it uu 4n Heaven © 
Yet when God hath done his Will in af- 
flicting their Bodies, removing Relations, 
or taking their Eſtates, how hard have 
they found it to ſtand to the Anſwer of 
their own Prayers, and fo diſcovered 
the Deceirfulneſs of their Hearts, with 
Hazatl.and Feremiab, We were ready 
tothink, we could have eaſily parted with 
ſuch a Mercy,.if God. called for it; or 
with ſuch a Friend : But when God hath 
called for it, how unlike Abraham have 
we been, who chearfully went about the 
ſacrificing of his own only Son unto God ? 
and now they may ſay by-Experience, 
The Heart # deceitful above all things, and: 
deſperately wicked, who can know it ? Jer, 
17.9, | 
3 In this School of AfMiRion It is, 
that the Soul is taught to ſuck Sweetneſs 
out of the Word of God. Now they 
are taught to know the Word more pra- 
ically, ' and feel it more powerfully : 
Now it can fay with David, Law is 
any delight; and. had it not been ſo, I had 
in my Afﬀiittion, Pſal.119,92. The 


1 -Wordof God before a Time of Temp- 


B 4 tation. 
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tation and Trouble, is almoſt to a poor 
Creature as a full Table to a full Belly, 
who loaths the Hony-comb. O but God 
knows how to make the Word and Pro- 
Miſes ſweet, as good Food is tothe hun- 
gry Soul. How ſweet is the Doctrine 
and Experience of the Patience and 
Long-ſuffering of Gcd to a Believer in 
bearing with Sinners ſometimes ? And at 
other times the Wiſdom and Power of 


3 Gcd is felt very comfortable. Sometimes: 


the Attributes of his Goodneſs, Mercy 
and Grace. are more than ordinary ſweet: 
as that Heb. 4. 15, 16. to ore under a 
Temptation, We have not an High-Prieft 
Thich cannot be touched with the feeling of 
ear Infirmities ;, but was in all Pernts tempted 
like as we are, yet teithout Sin, Let us there» 
fore come boldly unto the Throne of Grace, 
that we may obtain Mercy, and find Grace to 
belp in tire of need, O howdid it long 
tobein a Cloſet then, and to pour out 
its Soul to God, and as much deſired to 
preach from it for the ſupport of others 
under Temptation ? and under a Temp- 
tation of Want, how ſweet was Mat. 


'6. from 24 to 34. Take no thought, that | 


is, ho-inordinate thought, -wkat you ſhel. 


| "cat, or That you ſhall drink, -or" wherewitbal "| 
you ſhall be chothed > ſeck- ye' fork Me King. F. 
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unto the Rjngdom of Heaven, \ 1 
dom of God, and his Righteouſneſs, and all 
theſe things ſhall be added unto you, And 
one having laboured about three days 
under a Temptation, which diſcompoſed 
from Studies, at laſt that Word came in- 
to the Heart, / have blotted out all thy 
Tranſzreſſions : Its like that in 1/a.44.22. 
At this time it was put upon queſtion- 
ing, whether it had offended God or no ? 
but could nor poſitively ſay it had broken 
any Law of God then, and therefore did 
believe it to be a meer hurry of Satanical 
Temptation bur yet it was very ſevere, 
until God lightned the Soul with this 
Promiſe. O how comfortable- hath the: 
Dottrine and Promiſes concerning the 
Reſurreftion been at the time of the 


'-Death of near Relations! And about 28 


Years ſince, being under a- worldly Diſ- 
appointment, the ſame Perſon was under 
much trouble in Mind, but applying it ſelf 
to God by Prayer under it,theſe 3 Words 
came into the Heart one after another, 
Prov, 19.21. There are many Devices int a 
Man's Heart, but the Counſel of Ged ſhall * 


| Rand. Theuſe made of it was, that we 


might- think: that for Advantage and 


-} Good, which God might nat, and his. 
Counſel fiould ſtand. The ſecond Scrip-- 

-turg.cathe;into the Heart was, . Zome.8,2.8. 
E500 B 


i And. 
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* AArdwe know that all things ſhall work to- 
gether fer good to them that lave God, The 
Ulſeof this was, that if all things ſhould 
work for good, then this. Difappoint- 
ment. The third Scripture was, 1 Theſſ. 
5. 18. In all things give thanks, for thu u« 
the Will of God concermng © you. That 
which was learned from hence was.,. that 
we ſhould bleſs God in every Condition. 
Then it was opened, God's Counſel 
ſhall ſtand, and that Counſel of his 
ſhould work for the Good of his : And 
therefore they ought in all things to give 
Thanks with Fob, The Lord giveth, and 
' the Lord taketh, and bleſſed be the Name of 
the Lord, Job 1. 21. 

' - 4+ In this School of Temptation, the 
Soul hath' ſeen that Satan hath been 
- outſhot' in his own Bow, and that 
thoſe things which Satan deſigned fop 
Evil, have been turned to Good.. God: 
had a good End in ſuffering the Devil 
ſo far to afflict Feb, though he had a bad 
One. Satan hath often been accuſing and 
ſaggeſting trouble, when Conſcience hath 


not accuſed; -how comfortable was that. 


Wasd given in from God, out of pity,-in 
\- Temptation, Come boldly to the Throne of 


Grace! And then how did the Soul long 
to be there} And ſuppoſe my Reader 
3 6. Was | 
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.God's Goodneſs, and the Anſwer of a 


unto the Kingdom of Heaven. 36 + 
was reading qr preaching upon that Text, © + 
Rom.$. 33,34. Who ſhall lay any thing tothe 
charge of God*s Eleft?. It is God that juſts= 
fieth : Who is he that condemneth? It 
Chrift that died. Now ſuppoſe Satan 
ſhould appear to thee, and by a Diaboli- 
cal Apparition ſhould ſeem to accuſe 
thee, whether the Accuſation were true 
or falſe, might you not from hence fair- 
ly conclude your Eleftion of God, bee 
cauſe the Text ſaith, Who ſhall lay any 
thing to the Charge of God's Eleft ? Satan, 
be appears as if he wovld lay ſomething 
to thy Charge ; but then it is as thou art 
one of God's Ele& : ſo that what Satan 
deſign'd for thy Confuſion, is now tor- 
ned by God to thy Conſolation. So Satan 
may well be called the Accuſer of the Bre- 
thren; and tho his Accnſations ſhonld be 
true, that ſhould not difconrage, becauſe 
the Blood of Chriſt cleanſeth from all Sin;: 
But they are generally falſe, as we ſeein 
Jol”s Caſe; and it is a bleſſed thing, 
when Satan cannot charge the breach' of 
any Law of God by his Accuſations, asT 
will ſuppoſe this of thee at this time ; bit 
thas he appears, it may be, to ſtop thy 


Month from preaching theeverlaſtingGo-. 


pet, and put thee into confuſion ; but thr6 
good 
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-* - good- Conſcience, thou waſt enabled to' 
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go through thy Work, tho Satan ſtood at 

thy Elbow almoſt three quarters of an 
hour. I queſtion not but the Devil and 
Foſeph's Brethren deſigned his ruin, in ſel- 
ling him into Egype ; but God turned it 
for his good, and the good of the Church 
of God. 

5. Bclieversare taught in this School of 
Temptation the Excellency and Necefſ- 
ſity of the Truth of Grace, and they 
now come to have a taſte and feeling of 
what Grace was in the Old and New Te- 
Rament-Saints, Confeſſors, and Mar- 
tyrs. If we ſee ſuch a neceſlity of con- 
ſtant Supplies of Grace, under fewer and 


. leſſer Trials, what need head the Saints 


and Martyfs under greater, as burning 
and torturing the Body many ways ? 
Now the Soul feeth. the Excellency of 


- Divine Grace, that carrieth them thr6 


ach things as theſe ; which before he 


| *:came into Temptation himfeif, he -had 


- no taſte nor no feeling of them, and fo 
ſaw no need for praying for-it, nor pral- 
ſing. God for any that had it, Now the 
. Soul can ſpeak by experience, that with- 
_out Chriſt he can do nothing ; yet on the 
-other hand can ſpeak it to the Honour of 
Jeſus Chriſt that giveth Grace, that thro 
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him they can do all things. O how have 
ſome admired they have been carried 
through thoſe Temptations they thought 
they ſhould never go through; yea, and 


' by the Power of this Grace, have been 


made willing to part with that which they 
thought once they could never do,as their 
ful ſelf, their right-Hand, and right. 
ye Sins, for Chriſt their own Righ- 
teouſneſs, Father, Mother, Wife, Chil- 
dren, and their own Life alſo ? 

6. Believers are taught in the School 
of Affliction, that ſomething is to be lear- 
ned there, which is not ordinarily lear- 
ned by other ways : As Luther ſaid, Three 
things makg a Preacher, Meditation, Temp- 
tation, and Prayer. We may preach and 
hear many a good Sermon, and in thoſe 
Sermons mahy a gracions Promiſe be mett- 
tioned, yet we may not haye had thoſe 
taſtes and reliſhes of the Sweetneſs of 


the Word and Promiſes, -as in a time of 


Temptation : So that what the Soul hath 
often read, now he can feel and experi- 
ence that it was good for them they have 
been afflifted, becauſe they have learned 
that by the Rod which they never learg'd 
before. | 


7. In this School Believers are taught, 


' 


that they neyer know the Worth. of a 


® Mercy, 
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Mercy,. until we know: the want of it, 
whether the Mercy be Spiritual or Tem- 
porat; and fo we lay the Almighty (if I 
may fo ſpeak) under a Temptation to- 
remove our Comforts from us, to make 
us prize them the better when we enjoy 
them again : So- that we may be much 
the Cauſe of our own'Sorrows, we may 
provoke-God to-take away one dear Re- 
lation, or a dear Comfort, that we may 
make better uſe of others if God ſhould 
give them unto vs. . O therefore let us 
prize our Metcies, leſt we are tavght the 
worthiof- them in the want of them. 
_ .-'V... In this School of Temptation we 
are tatglit, that we cannot believe and 
take the Comfort of the Word and Pro- 
 miſes of God when we will. O how fain 
Jometimes' would. a poor tempted Sol 
take inthe -Comfort. of the Promiſes of 
the Pardon of Sin and Eternal Life, and 
yetean do nothing at it! O there ts no- 
thing like Experience, for to take Per- 
Fong off from the Opinion of Free-will 
mit Self-righteouſneſs ! Now this know- 
'edg of 8 Mans own Inſufficiency to -ap- 
'ply « Promiſe and believe a Promiſe, puts] T 
him upon going to th: Throne of Grace, {az 
-unito the Author and Fin:ſher of Faith, for 
to bdliere and to help his unbelief, Heb gs 
| 12s 
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anto the Kingdom of Heaven. 39 
12.1,2. And to give Repentance to Iſrael, 
and forgiveneſs of Sins, Adts 5. 32. 

9. In this School a Soul is taught the 
Vanity of the moſt excellent, and de- 
firable Creature, and can ſay with Solp- 
mon, Vanity of V anities, all Vanity. And 
upon God's removing thoſe earthly Cone 
forts from us, we come to ke the Inor- 
dinacy of our own Afﬀections. Before God 
took away a Comfort, we thought our 
ſklyes very loofe to the Creature, and 
that God had oor whole Heart 3. but now 
we fee our Hearts were divided, and per- 
haps the Creature # greater ſhare of it 
ef tban God, tho he faith, Hy Sow grue me 
4 Þ thy Heart, Prov. 23. 26. 

- 10, In the School of Trials, the be- 
i 0 leving Soutis taught, more and more, a 
Life of Dependance upon Gad from. his 
FJ former: Experience, and now is enabled 
dF tofay, He that put under his everlaſting 
+ | Arins, and helped my Grace, my Faith, 
r-} Love and Obedience, in former T 
ILY tations when I did not deſerve it, bat he 
Y- 1 did'it for his own Name and Glory-ſake, 
ke wilt for the fature deliver. me from 
51 Temptation.” Hence the Soul comes to 
© lay with David, What wait I .for 3 my 
ory bope us 41» thee, Pal. 39. 7. And tho be 
bf flay me, 1 will truſt in him, Job 13. 15. 
2s | becauſe 
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becauſe I have found him good in Temp-( 
tation ; for when I have thought the SonsÞ/ 
of Zerviah would have been too hard for 
me, and that I ſhould have- fallen by the 
Hand of Sal, I have always+found then 
that God is moſt compaſonate, when 
we are under the Billows and the Waves. 
11. *Tis in this School the People of 
God are taught, that all God's Attri- 
butes are ſubſervient unto his Purpoſes, 
Decrees, and Divine WH: tho in point 
of Power, God could have prevented the 
Fall of Angels and Men, yet in reference 
to his Divine Will and Decrees not to 
prevent their Fall, his Power: gives place 
to his Purpoſes. . Hence we ſhould learn 
by this to ward off Satan's Temptations, 
who ſometimes ſuggeſts to the Soul; I* 
Where is your Faith now ? You believed, 
you truſted:in God, ig the Power of God, |: 
to preſerve your weak Relations ;. and 
how (did you depend upon it'?- but you 
ſee they are dead and gone for all your 
Faith. To this reply : Satan, tholI did 
then and ſtill do believe in God's Omni F** 
potency, y:t-I did never believe that GodJ 


of hi- own Decrees ; for his Counſel ſhallÞ* 
ſtand, and he will do all bis Pleafure 5 
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REpheſ. 1.11. Who worketh all things after 
the Counſel of his own Wl, 

"rfl 12+ By being in the School of Temp- 
ie tation, Believers are taught more and 
-nmore the Life of Faith. Ar the ſame 
nfiime the Apoſtle was treating of his Per- 
{ſecutions for Chriſt's ſake, he tells you, 
off that now they were taught tr walk by 
Faith, not by Sight :;, and t» look by Faith 
into the snviſible World : While we look, not 
\t $f 1he things which are ſeen, but at the things 
which are not ſeen : for the things which are 
ne Been, are temporal ;, but the things which are 
o $19 ſeen, are eteryal, 2 Cor. 4. 18. & 5. 
ce 07+ Ihe Deſign of God by all your Temp- 
q tations, is to take you off from living 
s, 02 Life of Senſe, which weare very prone 
to, and live a Life of Faith. Now is the 
time to rejoice with Paul, in hope of the 
'IGlory of God, and rejoice more in what 
5 in Hope than in what is in Hand, and 
in Reverſion more than what is in” Poſ- 
ſeſſion z And having an Eye to the Recom- 
ce of Reward, we ſhall eſteem with Mo- 
es, the Reproach for Chriſt, greater Riches 
han the Treaſures of Egypt, Heb. 11. 26. 
ind when we have thoughts of being 
p{feirs of God, and joint Heirs with 
Fehriſt, we ſhall, with' St. Pail, reckon 
bat the Sufferinzs of thu preſent Life for 
bt: Chriſt®s 


x 
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Chriſt's ſake, are not worthy. to be compared 
with the Glory that ſhall be revealed in thi 
Saints,Rom.$.18. And mark this, that thiiſſe: 
Conſideration,for whoſe ſake it is, namely, 
the Lord's, that we bear Reproach, thifth; 
1s a wonderful quieting: Conſideration, 
Let us be like the Patriarchs of old, To 
confeſs and declare, that we are Pilgrims ana 
Strangers on the Earth, by looking to, and beeear 
ng p:rſmaded of, and embracing the Promiſcifgil 
of Eternal Life inthe Arms of Faith, tho - 
now atadiſtance from them, Heb.11.13. 

13. In this School of: Correction, th 
Children of God are made more ando 
more to learn with St. Paul, the Grace off 
Contentment in every Condition, Ph3l., 

11. Paul -had neyer learned. this if he bad 
not bzen in the School-of Temptation 
and Affliction :- hence. he ſaith he had 
learned it, he djd not bring it into- th 
World with him- And what is Divyl 
Gontent ? it: is not to be quiet when wee « 
have what we deſire, our own Will, bun 
to have our Will ſwallowed op in tic: 
Will of God. As God's Infinite Satiyer 
fattion-doth ariſe out of his own Wil 
Decrees and Purpoſes, and. out of hifer 
own Works, as the creating and-goverpc 
ing.the World, its for his Pleaſure, Revagh. 
als. So if our Contentment be 'Spijritunc 
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«nd Divine, it is from Contentment and 
*Eatisfaction in ſuch and ſuch Providen- 
es ( tho very ſad ones in ſome reſpeCt ) 
purely, becauſe it is the Divine Will, and 
hat Condition God ſeeth beſt for us. 
nd if any wonld know when they love. 
Sand and Wife, Lands and Livings, 

Fc, more than Chriſt, it is. when: they 
innot ſubmit to the Divine Will in his 
liſpoſing of them ;. ſee Mountains of Braſs. 
14. In this School of Correction it 15s. 

at a Believer comes to underſtand and 
better acquainted with his own Heart,. 

Mot only the Deceit of the Heart, but © 
Se Hardneſs of his Heart ; tho we know 
dd can make a ſmall thing very heavy, 
fad ſometimes he doth ſo for-Ends beſt 
nown to-himſelf, and: ſometimes a great: 
Miliction is made light and eaſy to bear ;. 
met, mark, generally little Troubles will 
dt reach us, bend and bow us to the Feet 
nee God ; ſo that to make us humble, God 
( to ſpeak with reverence) either 
wncreaſe 'our Troubles, and puniſh os fe- 
yen times more, or alter the Nature of 
em, to go from temporal to ſpiritual 
niſhments, or heighten them that are. 
"pon us. In ſlaying the V/idow's Son, 1 Kingi 
$7-18. Ged brought her Sins toremembrance.. 
amnd ſo he did to Fob and David, the _ 

0 
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of their Youth, which was a great Adc 


tion to their Trouble. Tr may be 0 
Hearts are fo hard, that God mult bre: 


the Heart of the deareſt Friend we hav! 


before our Hearts can be broken ;, or | 
muſt ſhew thee the breaking of his Se 

Heart, before thy Heart be broken : C 
it may be God muſt ſhew thee how the 


10 


$1 
1 
ad 

a 
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haſt gone from Duty to Sin, from PrayefÞ 
_ Hearing, Faſting, or the Lord's Tabl 


to commit Iniquity, until thou art {af 
clently humbled ; and then it may be the 


knoweſt for a time ſomething of ti 


Shame and Confuſion of the very Devi 
. and thinkſt now that all and every ot 


knows thy Sin, Men and Devils, and goof 


Angels, as well as thy own Conſcienct 


and God, and fo art brought to arraigt 
thy ſelf before God's Bar, and the 


condemn thy ſelf, and juſtify God in 
his Providences; as David confeſt 


time, if God condemned him in Eternif 
ty, he would be righteous in his judging 


and clear in bis condemning, Pal. 5 1. 4- 


15, In this School the People of Gd . 


know, by ſad Experience, that w 


God is afflicting, Satan the Accuſer of iſ 
Brethren will then be tempting, as he dſþ 
Fob and our dear Lord ; when in Af 


Ction, 'he- ſometimes tempts to Atheiſt 


ang: 


- 
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id to a denial of God and his Providen- 
&s3 or elſe to think very weakly of him, 
if he could not deliver us; orclle to 
Sink and conclude him unjuſt, as if we 
Fd not deſerved it at his Hands , or elſe 

mpts to preſum; tion, as he did Chriſt, 

ycaſt himſelf down from the Pinacle of 

e Temple without hurt 3 or elſe tempts 
e$ to queſtion our Adoption, as h: did 
Sec Lord: Someiimes he labours to raiſe 
EMan's Heart againſt ;God, and make 
wa ſpeak it, if he can, God hath done 

s worlt, with a Deſign that God may. 
i(Fing a greater Evil upon vs, even eter- 

Death. O how Cid the Devil fet the 
cart of Spira and Fob Child againſt 
gd, under their Trouble, to wiſh that 

joey were above him to overcome him ! 
Me tempts to Atheiſm, that God may 
t have the Honour to be prayed to or 
aſted 10. 
rni$46. In the School of Temptation the 
mul many times learns, that one Aﬀicti- 
. Peat» up the ſenſe of all his other Mer- 
Gas, whether they are ſpiritual or tem- 
JhFal, and the Soul is ready to ſay as 
wen in another Caſe, in all his Glo- 
» dil hat doth all thu avail me, ſo long as T 
AMP Mordecai the Jew ſtand in the King's 
eiſn# ? So ſaith the Believer, What doth 
a0: all 
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" all my Comforts ſignify ?''1 have loſt nf 
Husband, or my Wife; or my Child, ſo; 
can take comfort in nothing-z nothingal 
{o pleaſant to me as thoughts of Deat 
and leaving this troubleſome World$e 
Yea ſometimes the Temptation riſes er 
-that height, that they almoſt envy tat 
happineſs of thoſe that have the Confic 
forts they have loſt, arid cannot look uſe | 
-ON it after God hath taken theirs ; anc 
thus God loſes the Glory of all his oth@nz 
'Bleſlings and Comforts for his taking $a 
one which was his own, and but lent fo 
a time to us. 

17. - In this School of CorreCtion tifou] 
Believer is tayght, that God can malſſie, 
him willing to ſubmit to that Providen 

_ that he thought he ſhould hardly 6. 
:brought to ſubmit unto : Yea, God ha, a 
brought ſome upon their Knees, to biſegl: 
God to take away that Comfort whiz 
once they thought they could not Fe v 
brought unto; as when God lays a dan « 
Friend upon a ſick Bed, thou goeſt ab 
ſighing, and often falls upon thy KneesF gr. 
beg of God to ſpare thee that ComforF e 

+ur in a ſhort time, when thy Friende Sc 
almoſt ſpent with Afﬀfiftion, and thug! 
heareſt his ſad and diſmal Groans, Nigoy 

and Day, and that for ſome time ir t 
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Jeart is almoſt broken to hear thoſe 
br and many Groans ; ſo that God at 
aſt brings thee upon thy Knees, and thou 
made to cry heartily to God to deli- 
Fer thy Friend out of his intolerable Mi- 
ery ; ſo that the Soul can now ſay, God 
ath made me willing to part with that 
Tomfort I once thought 1 ſhould never 
: brought to it as I am. Have not ſome 
nown their Children, when in health, 
bgowilling to die, yet upon a Death- bed 
Fon. willing to die and leave the 
Wor 

18. In this School of Temptation, the 
goul is brought to ſee the need of it, as 
Fe Apoſtle Peter ſaith, 1f need be, ye are in 
npeuineſs through manifold Afﬀiutions, 1 Pet, 
' $65. Sometimes the Soul is dead in Pray- 
ha, and much off his Watch, and ready to 
lect it 3 then the Lord ſends his Rod, 
vi at in their Afflitions and in their Trou- 
t Fe viſiting them, 1/a.26.16. they may ſeek 
g m early. By this God puts the Soul 
on ſympathizing with others, and to 

e&F grieved for the Afﬀflictions of Joſeph ; 
> elſe he hath ſome Sin to cleanſe 
nd Soul from, and 'to that end brings the 
bangh Wind, and Eaſt Wind, and the 
VE ws and Waves of Sorrow to paſs 
FT; Fr them : Sometimes this-is done for to 


try 
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try their Graces : He will bring the thi | 
part through the Fire, that they may be tri 
Zech. 13. uls But they ſhall ſay then, GY; 
# their God, and be will ſay, Te are ny P 
ple. God will fit a4 4a Refiner's Fire, 
like Fullers Sope, that be may purifie 
Sons of J:cob, that they may offer to 
Lord an Offering in Righteouſneſs, Mill i 
3- 3- Hence it was Job's Faith, tip 
when God had tried him, he ſhould conf 
forth as Gold ; Some of them of VUnderſtani 
ing ſhall be purified and tried, and mf 
white, an. 11.35. One great End @4 
God®s chaſtizing his People-is, that thil fi 
may be made Partakers of his Holinek a; 
. And when it is thus, the Believer me; 
well look upon it as a Mark of Adafflli; 
tion, becauſe whom the Lord loveth YT 
correQteth; and it's generally that thlir 
may repent of ſome Sin, Rev 3.19. (br 
. no Sickneſs, no Diſcaſe or Death k ag 
ever entred into our Doors, had not Mthe 
A rſt entred into the World : So wilitar 
there ſhall be no more Death, it will Y©; 
when there is no more Sin,and not befalfCc 
becauſe the laſt Enemy that ſhall be defiroygh 
# Death, Rev. 21.4. 1 Cor.15-26. Uhm 
Cauſe muſt be removed before the Elf 
will ceaſe. O ler us cry for Chrillef | 
Kingdom to come, tuat an End majſthy 


c 
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put to Sin actually, andeverlaſting Righ- 
- reouſneſs brought in, ſo as that all aftu- 
al Tranſgreſſions may be finiſhed, as well 

as a Foundation laid long ſince for it in 
the Death of Chriſt, Dan. 9g. 24. Belo- 
ved, Afflictions will try a Man's Patience, 

C Love, Sincerity,and. Faith 3 every Grace 
Wis tried according to the Nature of the 
J Providence the Soul is under : If it be 
Death, then ſometimes your Faith may 

be tried about the Truth of the Doctrine 
of the Reſurre&ion and Eternal Life. 
Again, by theſe Diſpenſations the Soul 
Finds himſelf much quickned to Prayer 
fJand Watchfulneſs, but the poor Soul 

F cannot boaſt of the Continuance of thoſe 
1lively Frames; but as the ſenſe of the 
Trouble wears off, ſo oftentimes the live- 
Wlineſs of their Frames with it,and they are 
prone to return to their old dead Frames 
 Wiagain, and ſo prepare another Rod for 
| themſelves. Moreover, perhaps God hath 
"taught thee in thy loſs of Relations great 
ll YQuietnels in ſome time after, under theſe 
fAfConſiderations, that he took but his own 
1Fwbich he gave, and if he pleaſe can give 
Wore, and that they are taken out of a 
Soful World, and you will hear no worſe 
uriff them 3 and that which hath added to 
a/Wy quiet, may be, that they were not 
| +. 0 taken 
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taken offby any Caſualty or ſudden Death 
-and- perbaps . the ſight of the humbl 
harmleſs Frames you ſaw in ſome of ther 
before Deathihas comforted thee ; andi 
God gavethy Chiid ſome good Word 0 
of .the. Scripture by the Spirit, tho but 
Child,a few Months before'Death ; and 
bout that time he may have deſired th 
| Prayers with Tears, to be made better, 
as to be God's obedient Scrvant ; the 
things may greatly comfort.the Soul unde 
Trouble. Moreover,here in this School yo 
are brought to live more on God for thi 
future; having experienced a Deliveran 
from Saul, and the Sons of Zerviak 
and how God helped your Faith and P 
tience in a time of need, you are brovet 
to conclude, that former Experience | 
a ground of future Confidence. 

19. In this School the People of Got 
are often taught the Value, Worth an 
Profit of Ordinances. In deep Affliti 
'ons we come to ſce the Profit of Prayc 
and that now we need the Prayers of 
Saints, and all little enough to keep 1 
from ſinking 3 before this we perhaps di 
not ſo much defire the Prayers of 'other 
as we ought to have, and -It may UF 
thought too meanly of them and- thafh 
Prayers. The beſt and ſtrongeſt of Satniſune 


ax 
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| have ſcen the need of the Prayers of the 
g Church : Hence the Apoſtle Paul defires 
the Brethren to pray for him, 2 Thefſ. 
3- , Now it is that the Congregations of .” 
f the People of God are very precious and 
comfortable : Have not ſome of the 
Saints experienced Ordinances, and 
Church-Fellowſhip, never .more ſweet 
- than now ? and ſome can ſay, no place 
like it for Comfort under the Rod ? But 
how contrary are thoſe that will make 
uſe of the rime of Affiction, as an Argu- 
d ment for the negie& of Duty, when it is 
the only time to be found in Duty ? And 
# ſome do think that to be.no warrantable 
Practice, when Perſons ſhall omit their 
Duty one Sabbath after another, . becauſe 
if they have buried a dear Relation. 'Sure- -: 
ly they have the more need to take all .. 
of ſpiricuzl Advantages fora Supportia that, 
$4 Condition. Many of the People of God 
J have thought that God led ſuch a Mint 
ef ſter to ſuch a Text for their ſake, in a 
tine of Trouble; O therefore negle& 
no Opportunity in God's Rouſe, 
ds 20. In this School the Saints -come..to 
effunderſtand that there is yet ina them a 
great deal of Atheiſm, Unbelief., -Rebal» 
xatlion ; and ſometimes under Difappoint- 
miſments and Troubles, are ready to que- 
18 þ C 2 ſtion, 
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ſion, whether there be any Governour 


and Ruler of the World ? Or if there 
be one, whether he be ſo good, ſo mer- 
-.Ciful, juſt, wiſe and powerful as he 

ought to be? becauſe things are not 
ſometimes carried according to our foo-+ 
liſh Fancies, and as if it lay in our Hands 
to mend the Works of Providence. Up- 
on this Account we may even charge 
our ſelves as David did, So fooliſh are 
we, and ignorant we are, as Beaſts be- 
fore him, who are apt to pry into God's 
Providences, ſo as to think, to know theſe 
things by our ſhallow Vnderſtandings, when 
sndeed they are to) wonderful for wm, Pal, 
73.22, God rebuked ſuch Curioſity 10 
Job, when he asked him, If he wonld con- 
' demn him and his Providence, that he might 
be righteow ? Job 46. 8. Upon which 
God reads him a LeCture of Creation, 
and ſilenceth him ; as if God ſhould ſay, 
Fob, thou hadiſt no hand in creating the 
World, and wouldſt thou have a hand in 
the governing of it ? Did I make it with- 
out thee, and cannot I govern it without 
thy Wiſdom ? Upon which Fob abborred 
himſelf, and repented in Duſt and Aſhes, Job 
42. 3, 4+ [Sce more of this in I4onntaine 
of Brafs.] 


21, Some} 
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21, Some of God's People have lear- 
ned, in the School of Correction, that. 
God often removes Comforts from us be- 
low, to fix our Hearts upon things above 
removes temporal Bleilings, to put us 
upon making ſure of eternal Things ; he 
removes the Creature, that we may cen- 
ter'in the Creator : He ſhews us all things 
here are mutable, that we may labour 
after an Intereſt in immutable Objets. 
God calls for our chiefeſt Comforts here, 
to make-us the more loole to the World, 
and to be willing to go when he calls : 
God muſt make this World uneaſy to us, 
or elſe we may be loth to leave it to go 
to a better. By theſe Tribulations the 
People of God are taught to fet their Af- 
feftions on things above, and not on 
things on the earth, Col. 3. 1, 2,3, By 
this the Soul is brought off from truſting 
tn the Creature, that is,. by Loſſes, Croſ- 


ſes, Diſappointments from Men : How 


rone have we been to truſt in Men and 
in their Promiſes, and have. leaned too 
much upon the Creature, until God ſhew- 
ed us the Vanity of it? How often have 
we been confounded and put to ſhame by 
truſting to the Creature? and by this 
way have been brought wholly to truſt in 
God, being diſappointed by Man. Thoſe 

FR 2 


who + 
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who truit in Man, have their Comforts 
_ Stren ſhaken ; but thoſe who depend vp- 


” On eterna] Objes, do remain firm as a 


Rock in a Storm. 

22. In this School of Afiction, a 
Chiid of God is taught, that thereadieſt 
way to have our own Will in a ſanftified 
way, 1s to ſubmit to God's Will. Have 
not many of the People of God cxpe- 
rieiiced, that when we haye becn brought 
to God's Feet, and given vp a Relation, 
and our a!] to God, ſfoinetimes God hath 
returned tlie Mercy into their Boſom 
azain ? As one that I knew, who was 
three Days in a Storm, and found it hard 
to give up himſelf ro God's Diſpoſe 3 but 
when God had brought him into a wil 
Iingneſs to ſubmit, cither by Lire or 
Death, then the Storm quickly ccafcd; 
One having 'a dear Friend near Death as 
fuppoſcd, and finding his Heart muck 
out of- order, that Scripture came M 
with power, He that leveth Father or Mo- 
ther, Wife or Chi/dren, more than me, # not 
» Perthy of me, Then a Queſtion aroſe in 
his Heart > But when may a Perſon be 
aid ro loye thife more than Chriſt? And 
it was anſwered In his Heart, then 
when a Perſon will riot ſubmit to the Di 
vice Wiil about the Ciſpoſe of his Rela 
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tions; and this isto be from Choice, and 
not Force : not becauſe there is no con- 
tending with God, but becauſe we are 
his, wh> may diſpoſe of us as he pleaſ- 
eth + for to ſubmit out of Force 1s Dia=. 
bolical, but to ſubmit out of Choice 1s 
Child-like. [Sec Mountains of Braſs] 
23. In this School the People of God 
are taught, that there is nothing Ike 
heavenly-mindedneſs to carry a Perſon 
comfortably through Tribulation ; the 
leſs God is delighted in, and the more 
Pleaſure we do take in the Creature, the 
greatcr will be the ſorrow when deprived 
of ir: for that which is the greateſt 
Comfort in: the Enjoyment, proves the 
greateſt Trouble in the Deprivation 3 
where the Love to the Creature is 1mmo=-- 
derate, the Sorrow will be immoderate 
In the loſs of it; thus was David's love 
to Abſa/»m, This ſhould teach us for to 
moderate our Afﬀections to the Creature; . 
that we may nut be 1nordinate in” our 
Sorrow when God takes them. The on- 
ly way eaſily to part with the Creature; 
s to make God our Portion, and delight 
our ſelves in the Almighty. No Man 
went through Troubles better than Paul, 
becauſe none more weaned from the 


World, and more heavealy-minded than 


© 4. he 3 . 
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he; thoſe who read his Epiſtles ſeriouſly, 
will ſee that he lived. every day as a Man 
in the expectation of Glory 3 and till 
under his Affiictions he was rejoicing #1 
bope of the Glory of God, Rom. 5. 2. 

| © 24. In this School of Correction, the 
| - People of God are taught to live as thoſe 
who do believe a Reality in Religion, 
We are ſo cold, carnal, dead ſometimes, 
under Eaſe and Proſperity, that we are 
even ſlain; and then we ſpeak and pray, 
hear and 2G ſometimes, as if there were 
no Trathin Religion ; ſo that we do, as 
it were, trifle with Religion :- But if God 
comes with ſome ſharp and rouſing D:ſpen- 
ſation, then we live, pray and hear at ano- 
ther rate than before. Now the People of 
God doallas in the view of another World, 
and alway ready to leave this. Now they 
are-much on the contemplation of Death 
and Eternity. Now God is brought near, 
and ſet alway before their Eyes, Heayen 
near, the Judgment-day near. O the 
vaſt difference between the Frames of the 
ſame Soul under Lukewarmneſs and Di- 
vine Quicknings! Now the Soul is put 


vpon Heart-ſearching, and in ſuſpicion| 


of its own Partiality, begs of God to 
ſearch it. Now the Soul can go to God, 


and cry heartily, Lord, what is the Ach 
in 
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in my Camp ? Lord, I woald allow no 
Sin, indulge no Corruption, ſhew me 
wherefore thou contendeſt with me. I 
ſuppoſe it is the Experience of moſt 
Saints, that they are in the beſt Frames 
under ſanCtified Affiictions ; when we are 
at Eaſe, we are prone to forget God and 
our ſelves too. O how carnal, luke- 
warm, and negleCtive of Duty then ! 
and when we do perform Duty, with 
what coldneſs and indifferency is it done ? 
But their Frames are otherwiſe penerally 
under ſanctified Troubles : O how cloſe 
do they keep to Duty then! and how 
bumble, ſpiritual, and broken-hearted 
are they before the Lord ! 

25. In this School of Temptation, the 
Soul is taught much of his own ſpiritual 
Poverty. And our Lord faith, thoſe are 
bleſſed Souls which are poor in Spirit, Mat. 
5-3- David, thoa great and rich King, 
yet when God brought him into Affiti« 
on, he ſaw his own ſpiritual Poverty, 
and ſaith, This poor Man cried unto the 
Lord; and he ſavedhim out of all his Trou- 
ble, Pſal. 34. 6, Hence he ſaith, P/al.qo! 


117. But I am poor and needy, yet the Lord 


thinketh upon me. For the Expeftation of 
the Poor ſhall not periſh for ever ;, and the 
Needy ſhall not alway be forgotten, Pal. g. 

- C5 18. , 
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18, Wenevercry and pray as long as 
we are Rich, like Laodicea, in cur own 
apprehention, and think we lack nothing. 
T hat was but a ſhort Prayer of the Pub- 
lican, Luke 18. 13. Godbe merciful to we 
a Sinner ;, but one of the beſt Prayers 
that ever was mage, becauſe it came from 
an hamble Soul, and from Poverty of 
Spirit. {It ts the poor in Spirit that will 
cry 3nd pray, none elle did ever pray 
with the Spirit but thoſe z they may vlz 
Words, but it's not Prayer $3 none prays 
io heartily tor Bread as the hungry 
Soul, nor for Salvation as one drownin? 2, 
and tor a Pardon as one going to Execu- 
$34 OT, and as one that 1s under a Degree 
of the Horror, Shame, and Confulion of 
the iZevils. David was this poor Man ; 
tie ſaw imſelf fo poor in Grace, that he 
g&an'd not endure nor bear Tronble, nn» 
Tels rhe Lord helped him ; he {aw him- 
Tel? {> poor, that he could not purchaſe 
one? morſe! of the Ercad of eternal Life, 
Dut if muſt be freely £iven him ; ſo poor, 
that he could not of himſelf procure a 
LWArment t5 Cover is finfnl Soul, unleſs 
the Lord }-fus gave him his pure long 
white Robe of Righreaſneſs ; ſo poor, 
_ 'be cannot 22y one Farthing of the 
ten thouſand I alcnits hs owes to on 
vt 
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but mult be freely forgiven. In a word, 
evcry rrue B:liever ſeerh himſelf ſo poor 
in Grace, chat without Divine Help he 
cannot ſpeak a good Word, nor think a 
good Thovght : And he -nce the poor Man 
is put upon crying to the Lord, 


[if, For a Cloſe, let me ſpeak a little 
by way of Counſel, and by way-of Cem- 
a to the afflicted Sow. 

. By way ot Counſel. Labour to ſee 
God in all your Troubles = Tempta- 
tions, as Fob, David, Els and Aaron did, 
or elſe thou canſt nor have any true Peace 
or Comfort in thy Troubles. As God 
is. gracious in promiling to tezclr his 
Peopl-., ſo he. is as faithful in the per- 
formmneg- It ;, So that the Church may 
fay, As we Have heard, {9 have we ſeen 


, !n the City of our God. As God hath 


promiſed, That all. vs Children ſhall be- 
taught of him, Iſa. 54- 13. SO none 
teacheth Iike him, who reacheth us 
mort than the Beaſts of the Earth, 
and maketh vs wiſer than the Fowls of 
Heaven. The greareſt humanz- Teach- 
In2s will r:pder” no Man nappy with= 
out the Divine Teachings of tz Hoe - 
iy Spicic: But he rhat is taught of 
God, 1a bs, aid 1s happy, though he 

hays - 


| 
[ 
' 
' 


| 
| 


bo 


The Scribe inſlrufted. 
haye no humane Learning ; he who 
hath been taught and learned of the Fa- 


' ther, cometh unto Chriſt, John 6. 45. God 


Feacheth to profit, and leadeth in the way 
wherein we ſhould go, 1ſa.48.17. Thoſe 


”- who haye learned Chriſt, heard him, 


and been taught by him, it is always 
according to the Truth that is in Je- 
Tus, Epheſ. 4.20. That Soul hath true 
Grace, not feigned, the true Spirit that 
Jeadeth. into all Truth, Fobz 14. 13. 
the Truth of Holineſs, the Truth of 
Love, the Truth of Faith, Patience, 
Hope, Joy ; It is not counterfeit, but 
Truth of Grace that Soul hath, he hath 
Truth in the inward Part, according to 
David, Pſal. 51. 6. Truth in Life and 
Converſation: and the Holy Spirit will 
never leave that Soul untik he be no- 
thing but Truth, like the God.of Truth, 
the Spirit of Truth, and the great Pro- 
=_ of Truth, who is the Way, the 

ruth, and the Life ;, and thoſe. who 
have theſe Divine Teachings, whether 
by the Word, the Spirit, or the Rod, 
and have the Divine UnCtion, no hu- 
mane Teacher can teach them like God ; 
which may be the Senſe of the Apoſtle 
Fobn, 1 Epiſt. 2. 29, And yet ſuch 
mult not deſpiſe a Goſpel-Miniſtry, 


which 
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which is given for the perfefting of 


the Saints. For tho God doth teach 


. his People ſome things which Mini- 


ſters cannot, as to know the Lord to 
be their Lordz yet there are ſome 
things that thoſe are to learn of the 
Miniſters of Chriſt, foraſmuch as they 
are given for the edifying the Body of 
Chriſt ; and yet none can teach us God's 
Statutes like himſelf, nor that we are the 
Sons of God, as God's Spirit doth, when 
it beareth witneſs with our Spirit, or 
when the Spirit doth take of Chriſt and 
ſhew it unto his People, 7oh.16.14. But 
this Uſe ſee more enlarged in the next 
Book, Mountains of Braſs, the beſt Argy- 
ment to quiet the Soul 1s this, this is the 
Will of God. | 
2. By way of Comfort. God conſiders 
our Frames, and remembers that we are 
but Duſt, yea, ſinful Duſt 3 God does not 
expect that from his poor People in the 
Fall, as he did from Adam in a perfect 
State :- That Text in Pſal. 103. 14. may 
be of uſe unto us in Trouble, He confi- 
ders our Frame. O how pettiſh, and 
peeviſh, and diſcontented, are poor Souls 
under the Rod ſometimes ! How much 
did God wink at in Fob, and in Fonah, and 
David, in their Diſtreſs? Why God 
COn= 
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conſidered their Framz, and remeinbred 
they were but Duit. O what abundance 
of Mercy do we {tand in need of, ro par- 
don our Errors under the Rod ! Are we 
not ready ſometimes to think with Jo- 
24h, We do well to be angry and pet- 
tiih wich the molt High upon the Ac- 
con:'t of his Providences* How near 
have we been in David's Temptation 
ſometimes, as to think, avd almoſt ſpeak 
If out, It ts in vain to be religious and ferve 
God? Pfal. 73.13. Job and YJeremiah 
were very near the {ame Tewp:r ſome- 
times under. Aſfliction. O how like Eprrs- 
im have we been, as Bullocks unaccu- 
ſtomed'to the Yoke ! And if ever we be 
bleſſed, God muſt pardon many ill Frames 


under Temptation : and he will do it for 
all his People, for he conſiders their 
Frame, and remembers they are but Duſt, 

3. By way of Comfort. Cod can car- 
ry. you ſafe to Heaven throvzh ail your 
Darkneſs and Difhculties. God brougit 
the Church ro Canaan at tiaſt, tho rhey 
went to it through a waite howling Wi. 
derneſs : God will d&:liver Jacob out of 


all his Troubles. Conljder the Darkneſs Fit, f 
that David, and Heman, and Fob bad ; Javi 
yee, vur Lord Jeſs Chriit was deſcrted unfto n 


Death, much .more than. many of hisÞ# 
Peopk 


th 


ths 
Jr 
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People bez and yet he was carried well 
through all his Darknefs and Deſertion , 
for in his greateſt Varkneſs he prayed to 
God his Father, and truſted in him, and 
fo died conquering, tho in Darkneſs, by 
believing. And thus God can do with thee, 
thou poor doubting dark Sovl ; therefore 
truſt, in him tho he flay thee, for ſuch as 
truſt in hun ſhall never be contounded. 

4. By way of Direction. \When you 
are > allulted by any Diabolical Suggeſti- 
on of Satan to blaſpheme God ;, and this 
Blaſphemy wall ſtil} be rnaving in thy 
Thoughts, {o ther the Evil thou wouldſt 
not do,. thou dolt ; at ſuch a time as this 
6, turn the Blaſphemy upon the Au- 
thor of 1r, and ſay, That be upon Satan 
the implacable Enemy of God ;, and re- 
peat it again aid again : this hath been 
found of fome uſe at ſuch times; then 
lift up thy Heart to Sod, and cry, Lord, 
belp, the Philiſtines be upon me , Saran and 
the evil Angels beſet me. Lord, 1am 
oppreſſed, undertake for me : Aud above 
all, take the Sword of the Spirit, which « the 
Word of God, and fight your Enemy with 
It, for it was the Weapon your Lord and 
aviour fought him withal ; and refolve 


\in to maintain thy Fight t& the End : For 
his ht that endureth ;o the End, i42s [ame ſhall 


pk 


be 
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be ſaved ;, and bleſſed is he which endureth | 
Ten. tation, for when he t tried, he fhall 
. receive a Crown of Life, which God ſual 

give to all that love bim, and die Overcom- 
Crs, James 1. 12, 


The variety of ſpiritual Aſſaults of |? 
evil Spirits ; for the moſt part | 
according to the Experience of | 
Gerſon Chancellor of Paris : | 
Colleted by Joſ. Hall Biſhop of | P: 
No: wich. 


1. TPIRST of all, One while Satan hides | 0a 
his Head, and refrains from temp- | be 

ting, that we may think our ſelves ſecure, þ ten 
and ilacken our Care of Defence,and then | nc 
| will come when he thinks we are off our fGr; 
. Watch, like a Thief in the Night, that Ji 
he may have the more Advantage againſt} 5 
us, 1 Pet. 3. 7, 8. Dut 
2. One while he draws us to over-hardJCall 
Tasks of auſtere Mortification, that heJot1 
may tire our Piety, and put a ſlight vp-ſther 
on the Merits of Chriſt, and make out}ve 1 
| Morti be 
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Mortifications our Saviour ; or elſe ſtu- 
pity us with a heartleſs Melancholy. A- 
nother while he takes us off the Exerciſe 
of Vertue as ſuperfluous, and that it is 
In vain to ſerve God, and no Advantage 
to walk mournfully before the Lord of 
Hoſts, P/ſal, 73. Mal. 3. 

3. One while he turns and fixes our 
Eyes upon other Mens Sins, that we may 
not take a view of our own, or think 
them far leſs than others, to ſtir up Pride 
and Conceit. Another while he ampli- 
hes the Worth and great Actions of 0- 
thers, to breed in us either Envy to their 
Perſons, or a Dejection to our own Spl- 
rits. 

4. Omx while to cover and colour ſome 
ſecret Sins, we muſt be more than ordi- 
nary zealous in ſome external Duties to 
be thought well on. At another time 
tempts to all Viciouſneſs with greedineſs, 
under a pretence of magnifying Free- 
Grace, and that Chriſt came to ſave the 
chiefeſt of Sinners. 

5. One while to take us off from holy 
Duties, he ſtirs up our Diligence in our 
Calling, ſuggeſting how great an Evil it is 
dot to provide for our Family. And ano- 


us 


a 


ther while will take us off from provid- 
pg for our Family, as if it were 1m as 


Fi 
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ſible to ſerve God arighr and our Fami- 
lizs ; and rather than fail, will make Pie- 
ty a colour of Lazineſs. 

6- One while under a Pretence of Diſ- 
cretion, or elſe that we are valn-glo- 
rious, he will diſcourage us from Good, 
ard fpeaking our Experiences for the 
comfort of our Neighbour. At another 
time he Is 3pt to put us upon bold At- 
tempts without conſideration, and to 
ſpeak toa Caſe without Fear or Wir, leſt 
we [hould be thought Fools and Ignorant, 


when'Satan's [efign here 15, to cxpotle Us: 


to the Sin that may follow, upon our 
being contemned by the Judicious. 

7. One while he temps to ſuſpect the 
Reality: of a Friend's Love, and to put a 
miſco.iſtruftion upon well-meant Words 
or Actions; with this Deſign, to cauſe 
Heart-burning between dear Friends : and 
to effect this the berter, ſuggeſts Evfl- 
furmiſing. and that your Friend hath ve- 
ry low-and mean Thoughts of you, that 
he may cauſc hatred ins, our Heart again 


the 


him. Another while, urder a prerence of Þc3: 
true Love and Favour, the poor Cree ſets 


ture 25 brought icto Snares with Flattery, 
to his great Sorrow. 
8. One wtvle he ſtirs up our Charity 


| to. ſome publicx Good and beneficialf 


Works 


I 


rep? 
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Works, only to win us to vain Glory. A» 
nother time he moves us againſt doing 
Good, to avoid the Suſpicion or Cenſure 
of Singularity, and to faſhion our ſelves 
to the vicious Cuſtoms of our ſociable 
Neighbours, that they might nor think 
amiſs of us, 

9. One while Satan heartens us in evil 
Gettings, under pretence of having the 
opporturity of doing the more good, 
and belng the more liberal to the Poor, 
hiding that Scripture from the $5vl, God 


Bbaterh Robbery for hurnt-offering, Another 


time he cloſes our Hearts and Hands In a 
rigorous for bearing of needful Mercy, 
inder this fair colour of Juſtice, and 
piving every Van his own, and laying up 
for oor Children; 

10. One: while he incites us, under a 
preterice of Zeal fur the Glory,of God, 
bo violate Charity in urjuſt t CeMures 2nd 


- Iniolent Executions againſt our Neigh- 


bour or Brother. Another whil-: ander 
the prertence of Charity and Mercy, tO 
bezr with groſs Sins, and fo their Charity 
ets Up all their gn04 Zzal. 
1. One v-hilz he ſtirs us up ſecretly ta 
reproach our Ros under colour 
{ Occation of Charity 3 as thus one will 


al ggcſt t5-2nother ſome Evil that ſuch a 


C) 


Perſon 
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Perſon is guilty of, with a Deſign of De- 
traction and Reproach. to him; yet at 
the ſame timez.as if they loved him, givs ſj 
the Perſon ſpoken to a Caution, that we | 
do not divulge -it to others, that ſo the |; 
Prejudice may be for ever retained, A- [6 
' Nother while Satan ſtirs Perſons up, and [4 
their Carnal AfﬀeCtions together, to fa- 
your and cover the Vices of others, yea, [yr 
and. plead for that thing which is againſt I; 
the Moral Law and Light of Nature, [pj 
and. ſo make a diſcovery, either of a ve- jt, 
ry weak Judgment, or little Juſtice and 
Honeſty, and ſo come off with ſhame for j 
eſpouling a bad Cauſe ;z and the more is fy, 
the.pity, there is hardly any Cauſe ſofy; 
bad, but Satan will find ſome or other to m1 
eſpouſe it; but let none that have theþ,, 
Name of Chriſt upon them, be found 
gullty herein. 

[2, OS while he ſets on the Tongue to 
an inordinate Motion,that in many Words ; 
ſome Sin may drop, and pleaſe it ſelf iJy, 
a diſcovery of its Parts. Another while , 
reſtrains it in a ſullen Silence, out of ate 
affeQation of a commendable Modeſty. Ke; 

13. One while out of a pretended ho-jy þ 
neſt deſire to know ſome ſecret andfh 
" uſeful Truth, he hooks a Man into hy 

buſy” Curioſity, to pry into thoſe Secretvhp, 
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God would have hid. Another time pre- 
; [rents the Enquiry after other things, as 
 Jif it were a Diſparagement to be in- 
Iformed ; but Satan's Deſign in -this is, 
 feither the hiding ſome Truth from the 
- |Soul, or elſe to keep him in a ſinful and 
1 {doubting Condition. 
*| 14. One while he moves us to an un- 
, Lerounded Confidence in God, as when he 
L tempted Chriſt to throw himſelf off the 
1 IPinacle of the Temple; and tempts ſome 
= Ito ungrounded* Confidence for delive- 
Gfrance from Trouble : but his End in this 
r Jis, that upon our diſappointment he may 
Sfyork us into Impatience and Diſcontent. 
[0JAnd as Satan ſometimes moves us to an 
Mmprounded Confidence in God for a deli- 
erance from ſome Evil, and the enjoy- 
dent of ſome Good before the time : So 
a another time: he will caſt into us glan- 
tes of Diſtruſt, when we have ſure ground 
| Belief, with this Deſign, to prevent 
WHan's Happineſs and God's Glory, 
ikef 15. One while he overlays the Heart 
ith filthy Suggeſtions, that when it 
duld be taken up with holy Devotion, 
hath work enough to repel and lay 
"Wm. Sometimes he throws in many 
*peedleſs Scruples into the Conſcience, for 
"aulleſs perplexing of it, aftrighting_ it 
i | often 
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often from its Duty, with this Deſign,F: 
to prevent God's Glory, and the Souls] 
Comfort. Another while he labours fof: 
to widen. the Conſcience, that even grokIf 
Sins may paſs down unfelt. t 

36. Ote while he {mooths us up in the 
good Opinion of our own gracicus Dif-fu 
poſition, that we may reit in our At-Jn 
tzinments. Another while he will pulſj 
us down with a diſparagement of owl M 
true Grace, that we may be unthank{Pr 
| YR an 

17. One while he fecds us with a ſweetfiro 
Contenrment, in a mcer torm and colouwi 
of Devotion, that he may kzep vs offi 
from the Spirit of the Dut'/;, ad fronſſhe 
working vp our Hearts unto fold Pictyfiin | 
Another while he endeavours to freeze uyor 
our Hearts with a dulneſs and ſad ne's afSay 
Spirit in our holy Services, tht rhey-maſſtrec 
prove irkſome, and we negligent In 
' formance. IChr 
18. .One while Satan tempts to Iniquitha; 

ty, by diminiſhing and leſſening the Evilgwhi 
\ butwhen ir is done, then he iabours te 
greaten it. One while he ſiggefts thiſand 
God 1s very gracious and ready to palfiino: 
don, and ſo puts the Soul upon preſumef-y 
tion3 but after the Sin ts committed, tho, 


he will ſuggeſt unto us the Juſtice, ; 
100 :-- 
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LFlinef and Righteouſneſs of God, and 
sIthat he wiil by no means clcar the Guilty, 
oJand throw tn ail the aggravating Circums 
$Ifances he can, to put us upon Deſpera- 
tion. 
ie 19, Ore while he tnjets [a+ ful, but 
{-[unſeaſonable Motions of re<quite Bulte 
t-Jneſs and Employ ment,and that it muſt be 
ul} juſt now done 3 but this is to take off our 
Minds from holy Duties, and to hinder 
rayer, hearing the good Ward of God, 
and Meditation. Another while he is 
effrontent we ſhould over-werry our f-lyes 
uifwith holy T asks, that they may grow 
lflburdenſome and diſt: ſteful. Onewhile 
Me will ſuggeſt unro vs. becauſe frequent 
tyjin Duty, either that ic 1s only'Hypocriſy 
wor Formality, or that we make Duty our 
wviour, Another time may put vs upon 
1fIfrequent Duties, and if he can, he will 
make thee truft in them more than ia 
briſt, and make thee proudly ſay, I 
thank God I am not as other Wen. One 
viIwbile he will atlow us to pray long, that 
e may love to hear cur ſelves. ſpeak, 
hand languiſh ard faint in our Devotion, 
pMnother while he tells ns, rt-re is no need 
mpt-yocal Prayer, i:zce God hears our 
Mnougtits. 
ud: Qt 
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| 20. One while he woes a Man to pl, 
himſelf with ſome pleaſurable Sin, upogt 
a pretence that this is the beſt way th 
breed in him a loathing of it ; and pre 
ſently he makes this ſpiritual Drunken 
neſs bur an Occaſion of a further thirſtlee 
ing after the ſame thing. io 
- . 21. One while he urgeth us to a buſ 
{earch after our Election to Glory, andyi 
Puts us upon ſtrong Concluſions it is fol 
upon very {iippery and unſure Groundgr 
Another while -puts us upon a ſtupid Inab 
difterency of our future Eſtate; that wif 
may periſh through Security. ſr 

22. One while Satan will ſuggeſt, thaſdo 
all our Contrition is unſuſficient, agd nalifes 
accepted, to hinder our Repentance. 
nother while he will make us believe Wor 
very poor and mean ſorrow for Sin, thithe 
the Sin be never ſo great, is enough Il 
we belicve. ton 

23. One while he encourages a Mata 
-by the. proſperous Event of his Sin, of 
;bis-Sin being covered, to re-act ir. Atop 
nother. time puts puor Souls . upon iſe 
neglect of good Attions,by ſuggeſting tht 
Difficulty of them, and how hard it 15 
ſucceed in them. Ts 

24. One while he will allow us to 841 


gravate our Unworthinels to be the Soni 
. Seryall i F 
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laServants, Subjects, Gueſts, Almſmen of 
"Me holy and great God. Another while, 
qipon ſome poor Work of Picty or Cha- 
iy, raiſing our Conceits to a ſecret glo- 
enfriation of our Worthineſs, both of Ac- 
rſi}ceptance and Reward, and God's behold- 
iogneſs to us. 
uly 25. One while, under pretence of 
andyiving Glory to God for his Graces, the 
ſoleart at the ſame time is ſtirred up to a 
dyproud overvaluing our own Vertues and 
[abilities, and ſo proud of our Gifts; yea 
"gof our very Humility. But another while 
trips God of the Honour of all he hath 
hone for them, when under a cauſleſs 
nogſear that they never had any good in them. 
26. Sometimes Satan ſhall moye Per- 
e Jſons to ſignify great Humility ; and in 
thi@heir Expreſſions they will debaſe them- 
h Relves, as it were, to Hell, when the bot- 
tom of ir all is, only to be thought ex- 
agtraordinary humble Perſons,and applaud- 
, od by others; for if you do but touch 
titheir Reputation in the leaſt, they will 
ts ready to devour you, and ſtand upon 
 thiſklt- Juſtification, as if the moſt righteous 
s Perſons in the World : All which diſco- 
rs the Heart to be very dcceitful, and 
 2F8at Hypocriſy lieth cloſe in the Heart of 
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"Some y ef. Gllifinns from nf 
Brooks his '}/ orks, about 
tans 's Devices, | 


it; 


Fs _ preſens the Bait,"and yl 


V 
0 
the 'Hook ;' preſent the Goldil 
KM ad hide-the*Poliſon ; preſent ti 8 
'Profit and Pleaſure in Sin, and hide th} 
"Miſery : thus he did with our firſt | 
os cope Þ & 
2: Stan Will paint Sin in the Cok J' 
ugf. Vertue, and not preſent it in” its 6 
-Dreſs; Pride he preſents to the Soul ur 
'der the Naine of Nearneſs and Clem 
"*2ieſs ; and -Covetouſneſs, to be Good. 
-Vandry 3 » 4nd Drunkenneſs, Good Fel 
Fop' ;* and Riotouſneſs, Liberality. 
73. Fo draw Perſons to Sin, one of th 
"Wiles i is, to 'preſent'the Sins of the ba» 
"Men" before you, as David's Adultery 
" FHizckiah's Pride, Noah's Drunkenndl 
"Peter's denial of bis Lord » but he - 
"from them theRepetitance, 'Tears; Si 
"and Gtoans of thoſe precious Ones. '"3Þ8 
-Hewill-perſwade the Soul, that 


Work of Repentance is a vary al 


unto the Kingdom of Heaven, 7 


-4 Wark, and therefore; the Sopl need no 
7 mke ſuch a-watter of Sin, it's no. ſuch 


difficult thing to.return, and confels, and 
| Device Satan draws many a thouſand to 
| Lin, 


cry, Lord have Mercy upon me © By this 


$+ Satan will make the Soul bold to 


| renture ypen the Occaſions of. Sin ; You 
id may, ſaith Satan, walk by the Harlot”s 


Door, the you go not into her Bed © You 
way fit and ſtay with the Drunkard, tho 


$yau wort, be drunk with, him : You may 


loak upon Fezebe!'s Beauty, and play and 


1 tay with Dalilab,tho you commit no wick- 
Ko neſs.; You may. with Achan handle the 


edp of Gold, tho you do not ſteal it; 
16: To draw from Goditneſs to Siri, Sa- 


"| an, ill \ ſometime ſuggeſt the Glory and 


<6 or. that many _— that. fear. not 
and the Reproach, Sorrows, Suf- 
ings that do attend-thoſe that will, be 


the Servants of the Lord. 
+ 7: Another, Device,.of Satan to draw 


7 


Men .to Sin is, by putting them uponcom- 
7 themſelves. and Og with them 
War ar reputed worſe : Why, faith $a- 
u {wear. þut.petty Oaths, as by 
oak ind Troib but ſuch and. Juc 
rar by Wands and Blood : By this t 
drew the Phartes to blet bmi 
** D2z n ; 
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in a.ctirfed Condition, 1 rharth thee, O Gee 
T ant not 4s other Men are, &c. 1 

8. He draws to Sin by polluting the | 
Soul 'with dangerous Errors, viz. That|' 
Ordioances are poor low carnal Things, | 
and that the.Scriptures are full of Uncer- ( 
tainties, and no Rule of Faith; and that |? 
thete will be a Redemption out of Hell; |! 
- and that Feſus Chriſt hath done all for us, |" 

rfe&ly juſtified us, ſatisfied Divine Ju- |# 
tice, pacified. the Father's Wrath, and 
Is gone. tq "Heaven to prepare a Place for 
tis ; therefore away with Praying, Hi 
miliation, obſervation of the Moral Law? 
Indeed, Chriſt hath ſet bis at liberty, bur 
not to Sin. | 

9g. Another Device of Satan to keep 
poor Souls in-Doubts, is, to cauſe them 
ſtill to be poring upon their Sins more 
Than their Saviour, to think more of their 
Diſeaſe than their Phyſician, more of 
their Debt than their Surety. I bag 

Io. Satan = ſome in working By 
them to falſe Definitions of Faith ; ſomep®? 
heworks to define faving-Fatth too low. ? 
as ſuggeſting to the Soul, Thon doſt be/JA0c 
lieve the Hiſtory of the Goſpel, and thoufe* 
art fafe enongh : and ſome he works WÞF* * 
define” Faith too high, that it is a full AREe-? 
ſyrance of 'the Loye of God to'a 2 4% 
Io - Oui  . 
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Soul ; And this thou haſt not, ſaith Sa- 
tan., Doſt thou think thou art a Believer ? 
No,.no, that that you call Faith, is no 
it | more but "Fancy all is not Gold that 
gliſters, all is not Grace that you count 
Grace; and: thus ' Satan beguiles poor 
+ | Souls, he will perſwade the Hypocrites, 
| their Graces are true, when they are coun- 
| terfeit ; and the Saints they are counter- 
feit, when true. c | 
-L1., Fo keep a poor Soul (ad, Satan will 
ſuggeſt, Doſt not thou ſee how Provi- 
dence crofleth thy Prayers and Deſires, 
21 thy Hopes and Endeayours ? ſurely if 
God?s Love were toward thee, if his Soul 
did delight and take pleaſure in thee, hg 
would not deal thus with thee. Moreover, . 
ſe that are God's, delightiin him 3 but 
tratthou doſt not, faith-Satan, therefore 
ir {60d is not thine ;, this is another Device 
of fbf Satan. And to this be will add, Thou 
;|dolt frequently relapſe into the ſame Sig, 
8 But let the Believer know all theſe things 
ref ay be, and yet. his Squl in a good Rates, 
wil. 12- Satan he will tempt a poor Soul, 
&jand then ſuggeſt unto him, that his State- 
g{8#not good, becauſe he is ſo hnrried;vex? 
18 2nd tormented with Temptations. 
61-13. To keep Souls from Chriſt, ſaith 
falran, Doſt think = will pardon {o great 
"x 3 A 


P 


"z 


58 The Siribeinftratted 
2 Sinner as thon?: 'thow haſt- no Qualifica- 
tions to receive Chriſt ; thou art not thug 
Humbled and ſanftified as thou ſhouldſt 
be, before prepar'd to cometo Chrilt. 

Finally ; Another Device of Satan for 
to keep Souls from'Chriſt, is; by: work- 
Ing a poor Soul to-mind more-the ſecret 
Decrees of God, than his own Duty: 
What needeſt thou to buſy thy felf about 
receiving and embracing Chriſt? If thou 
art elected, thou flitlt be ſaved; if not, 
all that thou canſt'do will do thee.n6 
good; 'But thy Work, Sonl; is to Nud 
Duty, and-remember who ſaid, That 
that behieveth ſhall be ſaved ;, and borhes br- 
etogrede ſhall be danned. 


-"Thus you have had. fore of the Devicw 
of Satan diſcovered : for, dleſed' bd 
God, ſome can ſay with the Apoſtle, W: 
are n0t 1gnorant of his Devices.;, but that 
every Soul-may eſcape them, they ought 
= take- our! Sayiour's Cotnſel; to warh 


ave gry _ ye enter imo: Tempration. "0 
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Þ bog: all Afi and the World worlhip- 


Or a Diſcourſe u 


th 
, Oe; 


Decrees of God, 


Epheſ. x. 12. W ho worketh all things 
after the Counſel of his own Will, 


PHESUS was a preat and rich 

City, but given much to Ido- 

latry : St. Paul, Apollos and A 

quils, preaching the Goſpel a- 

nong them, many were. brought off 
from their Idolatrous Temples and Wor- 


tip for the Word of God grew migh-' 
tly, and many believed and were bapti- 
The Idol-worſhippers ſeeing their, 
utry like to fall before the Goſpel, as 


i«f . 


[ty gon before the Ark, and their Craft oy 


anger; the great Goddeſs Diana deſpi-; 
b.- and her Magnificence deſtroyed, 


——_— 
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ped ;-a great Uproar was among them : 
which when” ceaſed, Pau! called the Diſ- 
ciples together, embraced them, ſo went 
to Macedorja; but left Timothy there, to 
charge ſome, they preach no other Do- 
Qrine than Chriſt crucified, and not tg 
give heed) to. Fablesand endleſs Genealo. 
gies, Which mjnjſter Queſtions rather 
than Godly-edifying; i 1 Tem. 1. 2, 4. 

| The Apoſtle in the Context treating 
of. Election, Predeſtination, Redempti- 
on, Juſtification, Adoption, SanCtificati- 
on, and an eternal Inheritance; he comes 
in our. Text toxeſolve whence all flowed 
which is from no other Fountain than 
the Counſel of God?'s. own Will : That 
thoſe who were by Nature Children of 
Wrath, walked according to the court 


of this World, and DiQates of the'J+ 


Prince of the Power of the Air, fulfil 
ling. the Delights of the Fleſh and of the 
Mind, were without Hope, and Godin 
the World, as to any ſaving knowledg.of 
him-; that thoſe that were afar off, are 
made nigh; of Strangers, Fellow-citi? 
Zens with the Saints, and of the Houts 
Hold of Faith 3 that thoſe who were onee 


—  — 


9: wo w 4th NO hy 0YOo OR. NCTE ITY 


Idot-worſhippers, are now ſealed with the 
Holy Spirit of Promiſe, are , gracious 
Works in Fime flowing from aa 
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p6ſes in! Eternity; as/ the Apoſtle in our 


Text affirms. * 

In the Words we conſider theſe Parts : 
Firſt, The Agent, Who ? God the Fa- 
ther; Ver. 3. Bleſſed be the God and Fa- 
ther of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, who hath 
choſen us- in- him. that: is, as he! is the 
Head, and the Church the Body; as he 
the King, the Church the Kingdom ; for 
Chriſt, as Man, 1s God" Ele, I/a.q2-1. 
yea, the Head of EleCttion and Predeſti- 
nation : He was fore-appointed to be the 
Head of a Holy, Glorious, Myſtical Bo- 
dy ; the King of a Glorious Kingdom, ' 
Captain of a Glorious Company ; the 
Bridegroom of a Glorious Bride : Yet if 
he will have this Honour, he muſt pur» 
chaſeit ; if he will make his Soul an Of- 


-fering for Sin, he: ſhall-ſee his Seed, Iſa, 


53-10. He ſhall be Head. of 'this Body 
King of this Kingdom, Captain of this 
Company, Bridegroom of" this Brider Is 
it likely that this-Purchaſe:car be capa« 


ble of lofidg'? Then he:may: bea- King 


without-a Kingdom, -a Bridegroom wich- © 
out'a+ Bride, a Head. without a Body: 


But how is this poſſible ? If he be a Head; 


br /muſt have's Body.; if a King, he 


iſt hayea Kingdom 3 if a Captain, he 


muſt 


% 


6 Mountains of Braſs. 


muſt have a Company » if a Bridegroom, - 


he muſt have a Bride, becauſe Relatives : 
He that ts a Father, muſt have a Child ; 
he who'is a Hasband, muſt have a Wife 
or if Chriſt be a Bridegroom, he muſt 
have 2 Bride : If ſo, where is any room 
for a total and final Fall from true Grace? 
A Child cannot ceaſe to be a Child ; and 
it once Children, then Heirs, Rom.8.17. 
no fear then of loſing the Inheritance. 
Mark, when. it is ſaid, We are choſen 
1n Chriſt, we are not to underſtand, as if 
the Death and Merits of Chriſt were the 
Foundation of EleCtion: No, that's from 
the Grace and Love of the Father, this is 
the Fountain from whence ElceCtion flows; 
hence the Elect are called the Father's ; 
Job. 17.6. Thine they were, and tho gaveſt 


them me. Yet the Death of Chriſt is the 


_ Foundation of all Grace in the Church- 
Militant, and Glory in the Church-Trt- 


- umphant, 1 Theſſ. 5. 9, 10. The Father: 


from free Sovereign Grace, chuſes a 
Number out of the World in their fallen 
State when in Mifery, and makes them 
Veſſels of Mercy, Rom. 9g. 23. But if 
Chriſt will have the honour to be their 
Lord, -he muſt pay a certain Sum. for 
them; no leſs than his Blood ; beca 


Juſtice had ſaid, the Man (if he tran” Joe 
grels 0 ),Þ:4; 
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preſs?d ) ſhould die, either in his Perſon 
or in a Surety. So here is Mercy and 
Truth met together, Ri; hteoufneſs and Peace 
kiſs each other, Pſal. 85.10. Here is the 
Mercy of the Father meets the Righ- 
teouſneſs of the Son ;- the Mercy of the 
Father, in providing a Surety to pay and 
ſatisfy himſelf; the Juſtice of Chriſt, in 
kying dawn his Life. Theſe ſweetly a- 
pree in order to the everlaſting Peace of 
a loſt Sinner ;, ſo that when it's ſaid, We 
are choſen in Chriſt, it intends as he was 
to be the Head, ſo the Church the Bo- 
dy; as he the King, the Church the King- 
dom : But not choſen in Chriſt, as if his 
Death were to merit our Election, that 
was from the Father's Love, yet his 
Death is the Fountain of all Grace in 
1 Time, and all Glory in Eternity. 

. Secondly; The At, Worketh : It's not 
{3id, he bath wrought, or will, but work- 


r-| «hb; ſignifying, that all the Atts of Di- 


vine Providence, paſt, preſent, and to 
come, 'are nothing but the Execution of 
his Eternal Counſel, Purpoſe and WilL * 
Thirdly; The Univerſality -of it, --f 
ir | Things : This word, «ll Things, is not li- 
or | mited to the Context ; bur as if the Apa=» 


{Me ſhould ſay, All that I bave ſpoken of 
{tore concerning Redemption, Juſtifi- | 


O48... cation, 
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cation, Salvation, and' all other Ads of 
Divine Providence, which I have not 
. mentioned, are all according to his Eter- 
nal Purpoſe, and Counſel of his own 
Will: 

Fowrthly ', The manner of the Agent's 
At, is according to the Counſel of bis own 
Will; not work according to the Coun- 
ſel of another's Will, but his own. As 
God took no Counſel of Man's Will in 
the Work of Creation, (Iſa. 40. 13, 14.) 
neither doth he in' the Work of Salva- 
tion : As Cod wrought according to his 
own Will, and not Man's, in the firſt Cre- 
ation ; ſo he works according to his own 
Will and Connfel, and not Man's, in the 
New Creation, Rem.11.34- Of his own 
Will the-Child of Grace is begotten, and 
the Seed of ' Grace ſown, as the Apo 
ſtle. James allerts, Chap. 1. 18. If then 
it beof 'hisown Will, *ris not of Man's: 


——_ SS Ro 3m) © .,.. - 
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| Obſervation. 
» Mll' the. Afts of Divine Providence 
Ti ime; whether in the Church: or the World, 
wre all the Effetts, Produits, and. Executh 
ous of God's Eternal Pleaſure, Purpoſe, Coty 
fel nd Wil. , 
If 


I ſhall ſpeak tothree general Ra fo I 
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I. The Demonſtration. 

1. Speak to ſome Properties of the 
Divine Will: 

Ill. Draw ſome natural Inferences from 
the DoQtrine. 

With ſome other Uſes in the Cloſe. 


I. That this Do&rine is true, appears 
from the Creation : If God had not firſt 
WilPd and Decreced it,. it had not been. 
David's Members were written in the 
Book of God's Decregs, Pſal. 139. 16. 
when there were none of them in being, 
jet in.time had a being. by virtue of their 
ing there written, Yea, orr very Ha- 
bitarions where we dwell, were before- 
time determined and appointed : Which 
Dottrine Paw preach'd to the Arheniani; 
Mts 17. 26. to bring them off fromthieir 


| hate Be to worſhip the true God' who 
ea 


ven and Earth, and, all things 
ein and made all Nations of one 
blood, to dwell upon the Face of the 
h, and hath determined the Times 
| fore. appointed; and, the Bounds of 


2A <-> I 
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HabKutions: that they might ſeek 
pry ſo that the time of out being, 
ne Notes of our being, is according 

dod's determination aforctime. More- 
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over, Pontixs Pilate, the Jews and Gen- 
tiles Act of crucifying Chriſt, was the 
fulfilling of God's Counſel, which he de- 
termined before to be done, As 4. 27, 
28. God may be ſaid to be the Cauſe of 
an Attion, when no cauſe of the Sin of 
that Action; that ariſeth out of the 
Heart, ſaith our Lord, Marth. rs. 19, 
Evil Thoughts, Murders, Adulteries, &c. 
Every one will grant, no Man can do a- 
ny ſinful At, as ſwear and lie with the 
Tongue, ſteal and murder with the Hand, 
without the Power of God concur to up- 
hold and ſtrengthen thoſe Organs and. 
Members, For «n bim we live and move, 
AQts 17. 28. yet they are not upheld and 
ſtrengrthned for that End, but his Glory : 
ut Man abuſeth his phyſical and natural 
Trengt | 
. God's Determination that Chriſt ſhould 
Ge to faye Man, laid none under a ne- 
ccllity of ſinning: But God foreknew. jp; 
- What the Malice of the Devil, Jews and jc 
Geatiles. would be againſt this Perſon tq-f,; 
put him to. death : And God did deter;.þ;p 1 
'mine-not. to prevent it, but ſuffer it, be lan, 
cauſe. he knew how ,to bring Glory: t4 hs 
himf#If ont of it. It was necellary Chris 
ſhould ſuffer, that God might not be mize: 
ſtaken in his Foreknowledg, or come ſhorkilling 
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* Jof his determinate Decree. But this net- 
* [ther took away the Liberty of Chriſt's Suf- 
* [fering, neither did it take away the Liber- 
» [ty of the Jews, and. their yoluntarineſsin 
j putting Chriſt to death. God's Decree, 
f [Chriſt ſhould ſuffer, did infallibly ſecure 
© [the Event 3 but did not annihilate and 
* |Geſtroy the Liberty of the. Act, neither 
+ fin Chriſt as aforeſaid, whofreely fulfered 
* ſhimſelf, nor the Jews, who 'R77 
C as freely and voluntarily MM TIN 
put him to death, as if there pe; 

had been no-Decree of God | 

Jatall about his Death, The Gardiner's 
4 ſforeknowledg that ſach Seeds and Roots: 
d mill in the Spring produce ſuch Leaves 
* jaid Flowers, is no caufe of their Riſe: 
and Appearance in Spring ; but know- 
ng the Virtue of ſuch Roots, ſo con- 
ludes: So God's Fareknowledg, what: 
ed Works. would proceed from the 


loot of a wicked Heart I $4 
 {ariſt's Death, is no more cauſe of thoſe. 
4. {ml ACts, than the Gardiner is the-Cauſe 
T# the - Riſe of ſuch Flowers in. Spring; 
"Jam ſuch Roots, becauſe he foreknew: 
5 JW Nature of them. God's Forcknow- 
ag that Adew would fal}, put 'bim vn- 
aargioncceſſity of it, but "Twas dong voe ' 
Atcily- and freely, yet God foreſaw: 
"I 3s i10- 
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infallibly he would fall, and God deter-J, 
mined not to prevent it, knowing howJg 
to glorify himſelf by-it. So God's Forex}; 
knowledg of the Jews putting Chriſt toiſpp 
Death, did not neceſſitate them to it, but, 
'ewas done'as freely as-if it had-not been{,, 
foreknown, nor any determination ofi 
God about ir. Thus we have provedyr; 
thoſe Acts. of Divine Providence in Timeaby; 
in the .World, are the ProdyCt of. Godsþgy 
Eternal Purpoſes: DP: LOSES | 
Now we come to ſhew: and demong$ig 
ſtrate, That all' the gracious- Acts: andy 
Providences in the Church, are the Progyy 
dudts-and: Execution of/his Erernal Willy 
Asifor the - Ati -of 'effe&tyal Vocationglp 
2Fim.,”17'9. it is not according to. outhhy: 
Works, + As 13. 42. but according: toy 
his own Purpoſe and Grace, which Ithg 
purpoſed in Chriſt before the World beyy 
gan, Epbeſe 1.3. / That the-Gentiles be Mt 
Jeved im Chriſt was,-becauſe:they werajy 
ordained 49-Eternal Cife - That the !S434g.) 
pbeſians were Holy 'was, becauſe cholemy, 
to it; riot for: it, before the Foundations” 
of the World. -- The Reaſon why a Feey*y 
are drawn in time to God, is becavih: 


vod"with- at Everlaſting 'Love, "Jer. "700 
3: * The-new Creation and good Wor, 
fonnd-in the Epbeſiun Church, "Ephe/2708; 
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*Jwas the pure Effett of what God had be- 
"fore ordained. The hope of Eternal 
\Jtife in the Saints, is the ProduCtt of that 
Promiſe which -was-made by God, that 
Miannot lie, before the World began, Te. 
M12, The SanQification of the Church 
bit Theſſalonica, and their belief of the 
d\Fruth, 2 Theſ. 2: 1 3. was in order to 
What Salvation they were choſen and ap- 
Spinted bats from the beginning, 1 Theſſ. 
"Y. 9. Tha word, our Calling, Juſtifica- 
"Son, and  Glortfication, are all the Ef- 
wits of God's Eternal Purpoſe. This 
Ss the Dotrine St. Paul taught the 
aurch' of the Romans, Rom. $.':238—33- 
Miwefiars, Thefſalonians, Timothy and Ti- 
Te; &c. Chrift's being manifeſted in 
Wine to the Chureh, was from his Fore- © 
Toination to it, before the Foundation of 
em World, 1 Per. 1.20. Hisbeing lain 
"Pume aCtually, was from the Decree-in 
Wternity, hence called rhe: Lamb flain from 
EM Foundation of the World ; not ſo attu- 
9 burin God's Decree. - | 
©2114. To ſpeak to ſome of the Proper- 
>=3of the Divine Will. 
"2x. Is-an Eternal Will; his Will is 8s 
t-and Habitation, Eternal. God's 
2-1 55t ſuſpended unto Time, to = 
= < 


» s © 
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the Creatures Will before he wills con- 
cerning them 3 as if Man's Will were to, 
determine his 3 as if God could not desJnj 
termine his own Will until. he ſaw Man's, 
His Counſels are called Cownſels of old,|y, 
1ſa.25. 1. to ſignify the Eternity of them, 
We poor Creatures wi# in Time ; but 
there is no Time with him, all is E-þ 
ternity with him-: His Mercy is ſaid, 
pot only. to be Everlaſting, but from 
Everlaſting,, Pſal. 103. 17. his Love isþ 12 
{aid -to be the. ſame 3 his Covenant 1 *tr 
an Everlaſting Covenant, 2. Sam. 2.3. 5» 
it hath- no End, ſo no Beginning. The 
Ads of God's Will are all one with hi 
Will, his. Will is all one with his Eſſengl 
bis Ellence i is one pure ſimple. A& 3: oi 
is Loye effentially,.Wiſe ntially. . 
may have a Being, yet be neither Go 
nor Wiſe ; but God can as ſoon "A 
be, as ceaſe to be cither. If there be't 4 7 
Divine Will, ( faith Polbill upon «he Dub, 
vine Deerees ) the Glaſs of the. Divi 
Preſcience muſt be broken; becauſe 4 
God knows all Eſſences in his own Divinehy+ 
Efence; all Poſlibles in his own Omnipt L 
tency, all Congruities and Tendencies.tt 
his own Glory, in his own unſearchablq. 
Wiſdom ;, ſo he knows all Futures: in bl? 
own Eternal Will : For all things Furo 


- 
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were in their own Nature but Poſlibles, 
and could never become Future,but by the 
Divine Will 3 this Future of the Saints 
{Holineſs is from the Divine Will, before 
«be Foundation of the World, Epheſ. 1. 4. 
1 2. The ſecond Property of the Divine 
CWill, is Righteouſneſs : Hence his Coun» 
#4 is called by the Prophet 1/aiah, Farhs 
f5 and Truth, Iſa. 25. 1. called Coun- 
«Ss in reſpet of the Wiſdom of them, 
hid in reſpect of the Eternity of them, 
Ire in reſpe&t of the Performance of 
"I Men ofcen wil what's Unjuſt, as 
FIR Naborls Vineyard, the Jews the 
"PFth of Chriſt, though Innocent ; Pha- 
Sb and Hamer, the Deſtruction of the 
"NPOuren : but it is incompatible with the 
pine Being, to will any thing Unrigh- 
Tons 3 as Elibu ſaid, Job: 34. 10. Far be. 
I row the Almighty he ſhould commit Wicks 
yes; the Judg of all the Earch will- do 
ht; he who takes no pleaſure in Wicks 
19G, cannot will it. The Sanctification 
Sthe Theſſaloniars was the Will of God, 
10that they ſhould abſtain from Fornicati- 
Ps 1Thel:4.3445- Things may be better 
0 to'be Juſt and Righteous, becauſe 
MX will them, than will them: becauſe 
L88-and Righteous : For God's Will is 
TE Rulc of Righteouſneſs; Hi Work, & 


: W * perfett, 
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perfett, ſaith Moſes, Deut. 32, 4» for 
bis Ways 'are Judgement a Ged of Truth 
and without Iniquity, uſt and. Right 1s 
When the Viols of God's Wrath 
poured out upon his implacable Enemig 
it's ſaid, Juſt and true are thy Ways, thafi 
King of Saints, Though the Foundatigfs 
of Juſtification be. from the free Grace 
God the Father yet in confideration\@| 
Chriſt's paying the Sinner's Debt, Ge 
is ſatd to: be juſt 4n juſtifying him win 
beligveth 3n Teſs God's:willing Hong 


and*Eternal' Life to:thoſe-who by pai 
ent continuance in;well-doing, and Galfth 
willing the Wicked tothe; Day of; 6 


are all according "ta-the Holy and, F ; 
tcous Will of his Nzture ; and when | 
cannet. «pMmprehend.ufeame Myitergſhu 
Rrowtdence,: ſti} xetginFeremabis Prindlis ©: 
ciple, conclude, Gad&Kighteo e Jer. LA bh 
»2301A.'third- S—— of ; the: Dive! 
wall, Is Graczonuſneſs. The Epbeſt : ans anc 
ing predeſtinated unto the. Adoprionllt 
.Children;; Ephe/; 6, 7. A3AKL Vas acai 4 
ingitethengop d. Pleaſure: of, his; Willy 
alſo-ta- the(Praiſh. of . the, Glory, of WGra, 
{Gracei, fo -qur-Redemption and, Ju "mM 
Fation' is: according tb the Riches ofv1y, 
_ Grace. That a Saviour is og Will 
the _ 1n. arder to:: Man's 'Erec 


x 
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feace, was from the good Will of God. 
SWhart had become of the burning Buſh 
0 Ee yp, had not the good Will of God 
welcinit ? This Name God hath com- 
8 mg to be proclaim'd, Exod. 34. 7. 
Lord, the Lord God, gracious and mer- 
dong=ſuffering,, abundant in Gooanefs 
4 Truth, :pardaning Iniquity, Tranſgreſ- 
\fffon and Six, ſhewing Mercy nnto thouſands 
080f them who love him, &c. There 1s a 
wSoreat deal of unmercifulneſs in Sinners 
o8W11], as the Devil hath a: Will. to de- 
oy all ; but bleſſed be God, who hath 
te great Red Dragon in' a Chain, his 
wer is not abſolute. for tho he: go. up 
mand down ſeeking Souls deftruCtion, 
m2 Pet.'5.8. yet it is not whom he will, 
wut whom he may devour. God?s Will 
8 4a-'pracious Will: when he: gives- his 
> dharch- himſelf in Covenant;. and.all his 
b WT fares? his Son and all his Offices, 
id purchaſed Eleſlings ; his Spirit; and 
ſi © his ſaving Operations : Whence can 
Mis flow but from the Fountain :of Free- 
1; Grace ? Hence ''tis ſaid, Epheſ. 2.8. By 
| Forace'we are ſaved, not of Onr ſelves 3 uf 
fi v1he Gift of God. 
"4, A fourth Property of the Divine 
e Bl, is Immutability : Hence his Decrees 
Filecompared t© Mountains of Broſs, Zech, 
9. dj. 6, 1.2, 
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6, 1,2, which'an Wprcable, with hin"! 
Hof turning ; iti" 
not compatible whim, whoſe Nan ol 
is Jehovah, to chang&8if ſo, the Churd©0 
had been deſtroyed ere now. lt's noj* 
for want of Sin in Fatob they are not d p 
ſtroyed, but becauſe he is Jehovah, an 
changeth not, Mal. 3. 6. neither is f 
poſlible he ſhould change, becauſe he perg® 
fetly foreknows what-ever will cometq”* 
paſs. Indeed Men who have not th ye! 
Powers do often will and purpoſe thig#"! 
and that, and change their Mind after?3: 
not foreſecing the Cauſe of the Change Tr 
which if they had, would not have w it 
led that which they muſt undo again, be{"! 
cauſe it's ſome diſhonour to Men to bg 
changeable, but God # not a Man, W*'* 
ſhould repem, Numb.23.19. For the Gifife6t 
and Calling of God are without Repentatia{% 
| Rom. 11.29. When the Scripture ſpealy ij 
abour God's repenting he made Ma 
Gen. 6.6. It is not to be underſtocd pre 
 perly, as if God were capable of Repenyu=* 
cance, as Man is : Bur it is ſpoken to onfiith 
. Capacity, God is {id to repent, when nth 
doth ſuch things as Men do when ti td 
- repent : ' when God withheld thoſe Judg, 3- 
ments and Eff:ts. of his Anzer he ha» th 
-threatned againſt Nineveb, he is ſaid | 
® repent .. 


F 


Mountains of Braſs. 19 


repent ; ſo when God lets out his TJudg- 
:Iment, the Effects of his Anger upon the 
Told World, God is faid to repent : Ac- 
[cording to our Capacity, and Man's Pra- 
Atice, who when he doth repent of a 
; thing, doth ſhew it by ſome viſible Act. 
{It's becauſe God's Compaſſions fail not, 
-Jhut are ever the ſame, that the Church 
e4is Not conſumed, Lam. 3. 22. Tho Da- 
1oid's Houſe nor Heart was as it ſhould be, 
adjet this was his Comfort, God had made 
Axith him an Everlaſting Covenant, 2 Sam. 
r123-5- God forcknew 1ſrael would be a 
l ITranſgrell®r from the Womb, TI/a.48. 9. 
ilYet for his Name-ſake would defer his 
: Anger, and for the Praiſe of his Grace 
Anould not cut them off, God foreknew 
ers Sin, Paul's Sin yct that hindred 
them-not from being choſen Veſlels, Elect 
xcopy to the Foreknowledg of God, 
iP, 3380 that whom he once loves, 
an emuſt tove to the End, becauſe there 
an be nothing hid from him that might 
nMake him change his Mind, as it is often 
ith. Men. So that we may conclude this 
\J#1th the Apoſtle, He who hath begun the 


h vod Work, wall finiſh it, Phil. 1. 6. 
dg. 5- A fifth Property of the Divine Will 


haÞ: 


that it is a Soverezgn and Supreamn Will ; 
1486 hath an abſolute freedom of Will. 


pf k E I[e. 
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Ta.41.t3; If he wiltwork, none canleh; 
Him. Dan: 4. 35. He doth according tsi 
"bg Will in the Armies of Heaven, and ti 
 mong the Inhabitants of the Earth : and why 
' Can ftay bis Hand, or ſay unto him, Wh 
"oft thou? "Lam. 3. 37. Who ſaith, 6 
"3t cometh to Paſs, when the Lord command 
"Ft not ? © Pal. 103. 19. God's. Kingdomrill 
eth over all. He hath an abſoluce Pow 
over Men and Devils. Hence he will-W 
"gracious to whom he will be gracious, an 
*he : will ſhew Mercy to whom he will ſts 
"Mercy, and whom be will ( afger the abulfing 
*of much Patience ) he hardeneth, Romer 
"78. What Reaſon can be piven whith: 
[Chriſt muſt take the Humane Nature tfſup 
Tave Man, and riot the Angelical Natufwil 
'fo ſave Angels? We muſt anſwer'Mhec 
*Chriſt in another Caſe, Even ſo Farlnyhe1 
for ſo it pleaſed thee, it was thy Will teo' 

-::, Pleaſure. Soif God will chuſe Abel, augheti 
© Paſs by Cain; chuſe 1/aac, and paſs Wind 
" {ſhniatl;. chuſe David and Solomon, Wiſtluc 
.pals by Saul; chuſe Peter and Paul, WW 
"Paſs by -Fudas + That ſome of 'the Natlifss t] 
Tal Seed of Abraham are Elected, and Wiſther 
reſt left in their own Blindneſs and Hay: 
neſs: what ſhall we ſay in this Caſe, WWup, 
"as Moſes and thaa\poitle, He will be gMBoc 
"$304 80 whom he will b gracious i Romy n 
-&: ” a A, 4 , 


Mountains of 'Braſfs. 2T 


a, 3. 'If God: will convert a 'profligate 
Winner, asthe Thief upon the. Croſs, and 
ake his Soul into Paradiſe the ſame Day, 
who never gave God a Day?s Servicg, 
b4bot a Subject of the Black Prince all his 
Days : I ſay, if God will give him the 
{me' Happineſs: he: gives another, who 
hath- ſerved and ſuffered for him forty 
Wears, who ſhall faulc God ? May he not 
bido with his own Grace and Glory what 
He will ? When the Apoſtle ſaid, Aﬀs 10, 
God - i5- ne Reſpetier of Perſons, the mean- 
ing of that Is, God doth. not reſpect the 
Perſon of-a Jew, becauſe a J-w, .more 
F#than a Gentile, a Roman; as Peter did 
ſuppoſe, before God ſhewed him other- 
wiſe in a Viſion : then he ſaw Cornelis, 
"tho a Roman or Italian, and no Jew, yet 
Jclieving in Chriſt, and working Righ=- 
ouſnzſs, was accepted as much as the 
Meheving Jew. Yet -effectual Vocation, 
and ſaving Faith, muſt -always be con= 
Weuded to be, not according © our 
Works, but God's Purpoſe in Ele@ion, 
a Apoſtle atlertsin Rom. 9. 11. whe- 
er it/be/a Few or Gentile, that is callsd 
Mectually. God's 'Wiil is a Sovereign 
Ypream Will, yet a Righteous Wall ; 
ay '$ Power is ſutable to his Will : Ma- 
wil great things vans the Church, 

as 
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as the Devil and his Kingdom ws the, 
Deſtruction of Chriſt's Kingdom ; buf, 
m_ Power Is not ſutable and adequa þ 

s God?s is to his Will; if be hath& 
mind to open and change ſuch a Heart n 
reſcue ſuch a one out of the Devi ; oh 
Power, he. can do it, he can carry hi, 
"Will through : God's Will is a Sovereign 
and Supream Will, For there # none abi 2 
hin, that be ſhould give an Account und. 

of his Matters, as Elibu ſaid un, 

'Zob, when under ſome Diſcontent abou, 
Divine Providence, Fob 3 3. 1 

6. .A fixth Property of The Divi 
Will, is, That it's a Will of - 
Wiſdom: Hence Counſel is joined with 
in the Text ; it's not a meer Will, butz 
Will with depth of Wiſdom. He dots 
every thing, which may render any wl J 
if it be wiſdom to a& toa right End ; i. 
doth God act all for himſelf and his on ba 
Glory. As be made, ſo he ordered all thi ; 
for himſelf, Prov. 16. 4. Moreover hh « 
; knows and obſerves all Circumſtances hp'« 
Actions, all. ſecond Cauſes are betouh;.; 
. God, how they will act, and when, b bn 
carries all-.on in an exact Harmony wilthi T 
; his Divine Will and Pleaſure. . This Wi } 
- Is not meer Will, but a Will guided © | 
the Reaſon and Counſel of his own 1nd ” 
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ite Underſtanding. We never count a 
W-ilful Man a wiſe Man, but all God's 
are ſaid to be in Judgment, and 
yorking all things according to Counſe. 
The wiſeſt of Men often miſcarry in their 
ideas and Contrivances; but God ne- 
Wer did miſcarry for want of Wiſdom in 
Miny thing 3 all the Wiſdom of Men and 
Mingels is from him. The Prophet J/atah, 
S©eaking of Man's Wiſdom in Plowing) 
Wowing, Threſhing, Thu Wiſdom cometh 
Worm the Lord of Hoſts, ſaith the Prophets. 
pho 5 wonderful in Conuſel, and excellent 
8s working, 112. 28. 24, 29. As he made”. 
the World in Wiſdom, . fa he governs it; 
Stor be works all after the Connſel of hu own' 


/ 


F: U/c 1. By way of Inſtruftion. If God 
Fork all things after the Counſel of his . 
Will; then know that God's Pure' 
Foſs are ſome way or other concerned 
| Satan's tempting of the beſt of Saints, * 
JF S2tan could not enter into a Herd: of 
Ine without Chriſt's leave, ſurely he* 
Jnn0t without it diſturb one Saint. the. 
wpevilmuſt have leave from God before 
8 could touch a Hair of Fob's Head ;" 
29 this-is very obſervable, that Satan 
pacraily ſets moſt upon the moſt Holy, 
= E 3 and 
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and thoſe who.bring moſt Glory to God 
becauſe he -envieth their glorifying ol 
him-: this is the;chief. Deſign of Satani 
all your Temptations, and. the-Deſtruclijun 
on of the Soul .1s,.bis. ſubordinate Ende 
The DevyiPs Aſſults are. not-fo -much as 
gainſt the weakelt as ſtrongeſt Saint ; andſ 
therefore it'is no -pood Inference to confun 
clade; you: cannot ae a Child of God beta 


cauſe fo much hurried, for-it's, rather api 
Argument you are one of Gog's choidlite 
Jewels. David'is called 'a Man after God < f 
PI Heart, yet he was often ſet upon | 

** the evil One, Fob,. God gives big t kh 


CharaQter of .« perfelt and an. upright Maine 
VEk; ONE More. plagued. by.the. Serpentſa; 
than he. And Satan deſi red to hand 
Peter in his own Power, to ſift him of 
heat 3 tho: oner of whom Chriſt- ſadgap« 
. He would build bu Church upon that Faith ola 
bye, wherein he believed. Chriſt 10. he the Smit 
. of. Ged... . And. St. Paul, .tho. Chrilt allert 
he mer;ebeſin a, yet. be muſt, have & bf 
thorn in the Fleſh, . the Meſſenger of $ 1” 
tan to buffet. him. In a word, our. deg 
Me, Saviour. . alled nut through the 
'World without... Satanical Temptariol R 
and ſome of :the. worſt ſort, for "Fe 
ted. his Maker to., FIIp:v bim..; Fry 
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ce we may not wonder that we-ſome- 
mes hear-the beſt and ſtrongeſt Saints . 
iourn under Temptations, becauſe Sa- 
an ſets moſt violently upon them, know . 
bg they arc the. greatcſh Enemles..unto; 
is Kingdom of Darkneſs, and moſt ca- - 
pble to-glorify God, and enlarge Chriſt's 
ungdom, Moreover, he knows God wil 
$ve more diſhonour ig the - fall- of one-: 
gnmnent Saint, than of many weak ones 5. 
ce - he; ſets moſt: upon them- by! bis: 
emptarions. And if the Saints-would' 

&. Conquerors in tizes of Temptation, 

they mult not deal with Satan by preſent- 

We their Duties, . what. they, have done, 
ajer their own Holineſs and: Righteouſneſs... 
cauſe Satan will find a Flaw 1n.the beſt. 
yours, z. but. you muſt alway -fight bim;; 
md overcome him with the Blood -of the; 
lamb-and his Righteouſneſs, and: rather | 
anfeſs thy. ſelf a Sinner, leaning,upon. 

t sf iriit's Righteouſneſs, than ſtand rupon- 
Jany\ thing of-thine, own, for then Satan: 
will-be too bard for thee. ' \Q\labour £0. 
wie one of thale who come: out of- great 
tibulation. and Temptation, with ſy 

f P obes waſhed | in the Blood of the Lambs. 


72 2, By«way of, loformation, Dath. 
þC d Work all things after the, Capt; *"y 
E 4 
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hu own Will ? Then we infer this Agent ii we 
an independent Being and Worker : |ffclc 
he works all after the Counſel of his onnþde 
Will, then he doth not depend-upon thefW 
Will of another. Regeneration is not}an 
according to the Will of Man, but offw: 
God, Fohn 1. 13. that is, of God's freeJne 
Grace, and Divine Power ; for a ChildJco 
cannot beget it ſelf; he who is depen-JC 
dant upon another's Will, cannot do his] w! 
own, becauſc he depends on another : GodJPr 
depends upon none for Being, Wiſdom, [of 
Power, Authority to at any thing, for{w. 
be-works ajl after the C ounſel of his own Will, 
The Work of Sanctification ſpoken of 
inthe Context, was the Product and Ef- 
tect of ' God's Eternal Counſel and Will, 
and not the Effect of Man's 3 God's Will 
depends not pon the Creature's Will : 

" for'when he ſpeaks of a new Heart, he 
doth not ſay, If the Creature will be 
willing he ſhall 'have it 3 but he ſpeaks 
like a Monarch, Exck.36.26,27, I WILU 
take away the Heart of Stone, I will give 
Heart of Fleſh ;, I will put my Spirit within 
them, - and will Cauſe them to walk in my. 
Statutes. - | wait not the Creature's Mo=- 
tion till he be willing ; but I will make: 
bim willing, in my working. all - things! j 
alter the Tounfel of my own Will. -18 

. Wes + 
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i we conſider what Regeneration is, It will - | 
fickarly demonſtrate God's Will doth nor. 

midepend upon the Creature's Will in that 
hel Work art all, becauſe 1t is a Divine Seed 
otfand Principle of Grace put where there 
off was never any before; ſo that in Rege- 
eelneration Man is wholly paſſive, and can 
Id}contribute no more to his being a new 
n-{Creature, than his being . a Creature ; 
is} where-ever It is wrought, it 1s the pure 
d{Produtt of God's-Erernal Will, and not 
nf ofthe Creature?s : Of his own Will begat be 
rw, Jam. 1-17. The Creature's Will doth 
LFnot determine God's, God's Will doth 
fi not wait the motion of the Creature's 
£41 Will before he determine about him } bat 
1,4 be works all things ( about the-_Creature ) 
IL} according to the Counſel of bis own Will: 


e | Purpoſes, and. not. Mens Purpoſes, in a 

e| way of Salvation : . For it u not in him that: 
s  renneth, nor 53n him that willeth, but in God 
tbat ſheweth Mercy, Rom.g. 16, It's from 
#{the-:merciful. Purpoſe of God, and not 
1{the.Creature's Will, that any are 'Veſlels 
jo Glory, and _that all are not. Veſſels '6f: 
Wrath ; ſo: then Man's Will cannor pre= 
"F&nt nor [determine God®s, becauſe he 
rk: all thirigs aficr the Counſel-of his own 
20 Both the: Will and-the Deed is 
* 28 LE 5 wrought 


: | God works initime-accarding to his. own ' 
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wronght inthe Philippians, according toy 


God's good Pleaſure, and-not according; 


to Man's good Pleaſure, Phil, 2. 13. 


Ufe;3. Of Inferences. If God work 
all: rtitbgs after the: Connſel of his own 
Will;. then-we infer, 1. He is irrefi/t3ble 
in. his Will, becauſe he actually worketh 
what he willeth. In this ſenſe we ſay 
with the Apoſtle, Rom.g. 19. Who hath 
reſitea: bis Will ?! that is, his effective and 
determinative Will : indeed God?s or- 
dinative revealed commanding Will 
may beirejeCted ; ſo the Phariſees rejected 
the. Counſel of God againſt themliclves, 
In not being. baptized with the Baptiſm 
of John, Luke 7.30. So the Jews reſiſted 
_ the. Spirit inthe DoCrine: of the Pro» 
phets, As 7. 45. So thefalſe Prophets 
" In feremiab's time; are” ſaid; .not. to ſtand, 
inthe Counſel of the Lord, Jer. 23. 22: $0 
we are to underſtand the Prophet 1ſaiab 


tothe Church, when'he faith, What could} 


' God bave done more; which be hadinar- dane ?' 
Tſa. 5- that is, in.reſpe&- of his revealed: 


Will and external Means, but notimire0 | 


ſpe of ,uonie- Grace ; for .all'\mnſt/ 
, confeſs int 


Will and external Means, - what: could! 


ww 


4 


at reſpet he could hayedone 
more 3 but in reſpeCt of. his revealed'$ 


4 
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have been done more'? He! gave bu. Law 
| to-Jacob, and Statutes to Iſrael; ht atirnet 
dove fo by any other Natzon, Pak 147.19, 
20. To them was committed the Ora« 
cles of God, - Rem. 3. 1, 2. No Nation ſo 
great in this reſpect, Deut. 4-7. But tho 
the ordinative Wall of God may: be: ne» 
fiſted, yet his Will whereby. he hath-de- 
termined'to eftect this or that,. cannot : 
for in this ſenſe he i of one mind, and 
who can turn him ? Job 23.13. This Coun« 
ſc] of the Lord ſhall ſtand, whatever 
Devices may 'be in a VMan's: Heart, Prov 
19-21, thu Couzsſel: of God. ſhall ſtand; 
faith the Prophet 1/aiab,: and he wilido all 
his Pleaſure, Iſa. 46. 10. We can asſoon 
ſtop the Ebbing and Flowing of.'the War 
ter, and: the Sun from going higCourſe; 
as ſuperſede and put a ſtop taiGod inthis 
determinative VWull. i How ſpondidi God 
, | change the: WH of the: Þ inet, | whem this 
Will of God came to: a6? Tho. many 
| ſtrong Bars be upon: the Heart) againſt 
«| God, by-Nature and\ Actions;; yetif this 
be. the; Counſel of his Willy be. milf marks 
| arid non cau:let: him: for he wrrketallrhings | 
ny tw rb Coanfelrafe brs own Wall; :[: 3 
Gog: work all: things afrer: tlie 
= Counfel 08 His own: Will ; then we infer 
be alu be.an Omnipotent apd Almighty 
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Operator«and - Worker ; for he works 
what he hath a Will to do: He willed the: 
Creation of the World ; but had he not 
been Omnipotent, he could neyer have 
made all things out of nothing, with on- 
ly, : Let it be ſo, Gen. 1.3. He mult be 
Omnipotent, becauſe he wills that which 
none but.an Omnipotent Arm can per- 
form : He willed Chriſt's and the Saints 
Reſurrection, which none but Omnipo- 
tency can effect ; but God can raiſe the 

| Dead; tho none elſe can. He willed the 

; working of ſaving Faith in the Souls of 
the Epheſians, and the Knowledg of the 
Riches of the: Glory of the Saints Inhe- 
ritance : But the Apoſtle ſaith, Eph.1.18, 
19,20. No leſs Power can effett it, than that 

" which raiſed Chriſt from the Dead; which 
i:iſet forth by ſeveral Gradations ;. he 
calls it Power,' great Power, mighty Power, 

\ exteeding greatneſs off his Power, in them *' 
who believe according to the working of his 
mighty Power, which he wrought in Chriſt 
when | be raiſed bim' from the Dead. And 
as by a.mighty'Power, Saints are- put; in- 
to'a' State of. Grace, iſo they are kept: in  J4 
thar'State by themighty Power of God. "JW 
tlirovgh Faith: unto Salvation, 1 Pet. 1. 5. tt 
This was the Doctrine and the Experi- Jt 
ence of | the Apoſtle: Peter ; he is ahi to 
32, ep 
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keep you from falling, in reſpeCt of his 
Omnipotency 3 and willing, in reſpect of 
his Purpoſe : For he worketh all things after 
the Counſel of by own Will, It's his Pur- 
ſe and Will to overthrow Myſtical Ba- 
lon, Rev. 20. 6, but it could not be 
done, if God were not Omnipotent, and 
reigned oyer her. Omnipotency, as *twas 
required 1a the firſt Creation, ſo alſo in 
the Second. Omnipotency brought Light 
into a. dark World, and the ſame brings 
Divine Light into a dark Heart. Can 
leſs than Omnipotency raiſe and quicken 
Iz dead Body from the Grave ? No leſs 
Power Is required to quicken one dead 
in Treſpalles and Sins; thus the Epheſs- 
ans were quickened according. to the 
Counſel of his own Will, Zpheſ.1.1,2. 

3: If God work all things after the 
Counſel of his own Will :-* From hence 
"Ive infer God's Preſcience and Foreknows- 
ledg ; if what-ever comes to paſs, com- 
eth x0 paſs becauſe it is the Counſel of 
his own: Will, then he muſt needs fore- 
know all things : For known unto Gdd are 
ai bu 'Werks from the beginning of the 
JWarld,- Afts 15. 18. If there-can be no- 
ting come to paſs but what he hath de- 
F&rmined, then he muſt of: neceſlity fore- 
Amow-what:ever comes:to'paſs; - This is 
Jv | an 


"% 
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an '1ncommunicable- Property of; the - Dis | ti 
vine Being. When: Jehovah would debab| ex 
all- falſe Gods, he interrogates- their | ee: 
Worlhippers,. If they could declareſfal 
things to: come as he could ? J/a. 41. 26|we 
Who: hath declared from the beginning, that| no 
me wy" ? and\before time, that we may|[e 
ſay, #215 Righteoms? The true God de-| rif 
clares'the : end "from the beginning, Ia. 46-| Gs 
10. therefore: be muſt foreknow what-| T} 
ever comes to paſs. And albeit God did] thy 
not decree Sin tobe in the World, becauſe] thi 
contrary to: his Nature; yet he decreed|thy 
to permitit, knowing how to bring Glo | Bp: 
ry to himfſeif out of it, elſe would never] wa 
have permitted it. Now if God fore-|t@ 
know all things, then he cannat: be dif | þy 
appointed in-any thing,. as Man is, who ay 
knoweth: not. what :ſhall be. on'the Mor-| of 
Faw, Prov, 27.:1,. Hence when the Scrip| he; 
tre faiths; God looked, for 'G rapes, and bt 
beld. wild Grapes, 1a: 5; 2.: it is not tg 
be \underſtaod, 25 if God: were diſap: 
Poigted as; Man,is,. who ſametimes looks fot 
. 016 tawrgs. but behold another occurs which 
Fo laoted: net fox, nor. foreknew any thin a $ 
"But it's written, thus, to ſhew what 

- night juſtly expect. from: that: »Þcopl[þ 
conlidering the Means and Mercies werd | 2 
beſteed an themes :But ?civ nog: — | 

tl 
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tible- with Fehovab tobe: fruſtrated-in his- 
expectations. as:. Man: is,. be : declares the 
end from the beginning; he ſoreknew in- 
fallibly- who would be ſaved, and who 
would miſcarry, before. he made Man ; 
notwithſtanding. all! the Means altorded,: 
God foreſaw many thouſands. would pe- 


-[riſh: Yet let none ſay, If fo,. Why: did 
«| God muke AMfani?' Q have a care of, thy 


Thoughts! Rom. 9.-19—23. Who art 
thow that replieſt againſt Goa? Shall the 
thing ſay to him which formed it, Whythaſt 
thow: made me thus ? Hath nt: the Potter. 
Power over the Clay, of the ſame Lump to 
wake one Veſſel umo Honour, and another un- 
te Diſhonoxr ? What if God willing to ſhew 
ba Wrath, and make. bu Power-known, en- 
dured with much: long«ſufftring; tbe Veſſels: 
of: Wrath: fittedcunta: Peſtrultion ? Andthat' 
bermig ht- make: known the Riches of: hu Glory. 
a the Veſſels of Mera, whichibe bad. afore' 
Mrepared: unts. Glory, . God: foreknew: the 
Defects: of the Elec; who. are, faith St. 
Peter,  Elefh according tothe! forekpowleds off 
God, 1 Pet. 1. Ii, 2; yet that didi ndthin-: 
&r them from being; Veſſels prepared: n- 
fore to/Glory;'-If all chimgsin time come! 
$:paſt according tp-his Eternal Will, then 
muſt needs foreknow all things, ſeeing: 


| p could not:boignerant of bis own Will: 
WV 7 SO 
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So he worketh in time all things after thi 
Counſel of his own Will in Eternity. 


4. If God works in the World, and 


inthe Church, all things after the Coun- 
ſel of his own Will; then we may infer 
God's Immenſity and Infinite Preſence. 
He muſt be in all Places, if he works in 
- all Places, nothing is more clear than 
that; he fills Heaven and Earth with his 
Preſence, Fer. 23.23, 24. He 1s In the 
WorldM a way of Providence, in Hea- 


ven moſt glorious, in Hell in his Power: 


and Juſtice : God is in every Place, and 
totally in every Place, not a part of God: 
in one Place, . and a part in another, 
Neither is God like Earthly Kings, who 
can be but in one Place at a time, in Per- 
fon; and:at in-other Nations by their Re- 
preſentativesz but God-is perſonally pres: 
fent in-every Place, Pal. 139. 7, 8, 9. 
how.elſe-could he work all things for the 
beſt to them who love God, and work all 
things after the Counſel of bis: own Will? 
. Hewhoais of an Infinite Being, muſt be 
of an Infifite Preſence ;- this muſt be, be 
cauſe, he hath promiſed his. Preſence to 
the Church'ito-:the end] of- tht World # 

therefore he muſt be with them in. all plas 


he! 
and 
nou 
the 


enc 
whe 


{the 


ces of the World,: or elſe cannot. make I fair 


good ' his, Word. - Ged's Power: is (every! De 
wheres | & 
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where, therefore Himſelf : For Himſelf 
and Attributes are all one: It is not e- 

| Inough to ſay, God knows all things in 

[the World, as one upon a high Mountain 

 Imay fee what 1s under him ; But God is 

-Jevery where perſonally preſent ; as Da- 

[vid faith, Whither can we go from thy Pre. 

| [ſence ? God is every where incluſively, no 

[where excluſively : hence David would 

Icry unto God from the Ends of the Earth, 
-I?ſal. 61. 2. believing God would work 
{Jall things after the Counſel of his own 

Will, for the anſwering the Saints Pray- 

; Jers is according to his Purpoſe. 

5. Doth God work all things after the 
Counſel of his own Will ? Then we in- 
fer, that all thoſe things we call Caſual, 
Fortvitous, Accidental, Chance, are all 
[the Produtt of the Counſel of his Will : 
If that we call Chance, be Things, it muſt 
be ſome of thoſe all things. in the-Text* 
[which God worketh ; that which we call 
Caſual, Chance, in the .way of ſecond” 
Cauſes, are all ordered by the firſt Cauſe. 
A Man cints down a Tree, the Head ſlips off 
the Helve, and gives his Neighbour 4 mor- 
talWaund, tho done not defignedly,- but 
Jamxidentally' by: the Man; yet the Text 
Thith, God delivered bim into bis Hand, 
; ow. 19.5. compared with Exod. 21.12, 
| 038 I 3+ 
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13. As for the Periods of PreſervationGo 
they are all fixed on the Divine Decree;Þthe 
there the Days of Men are, determined wi 
their Months numbered, and their un» mi 
pailable Bounds appointed, as Jeb- ſaithy nv 
Chap. 14-5. Hezekiah had fifteen Years] M: 
added to his Days; but there was no Ad-|or:i 
dition to the Divine Decree. Bloody and] M: 
deceitful Men ſhell-nor live out: balf their]dr 
Days, yet; they live._out all the. Days {ﬆ]bu 
WhinthePifine Decree; The. JexsJep! 
thathey:had great Malice againſt ChriſtyJit; 
copld-:nog;_ kill him until his: Time was|Cz 
come 3 Rain nor Droaght, Fruitfulneſs;] me 
Barrenigſ> Riches nor -Poverty,, Health| I 
hon Sivki243; Proſperity nor: Adverſity;] ty 
Life! no [:zaths come not! upon: us by w 
Glance, but according to the Counſel of G 
his; own ' Will: Divine: Providence. ex-| W 
 T6nds iti elf. to all /Perfons, Things, Pla-] w 
+ c88-#pd;Fimes :+T his Feb knew, he ſaw} in 
-."-Ged inthe ilofs: of; lis Eſtate: and Chil 7 
dvens Fob. 20, 21; Tho God madeiuſe th 
ofthe) Subrant; and; Chaldeavs as: Inſtru-.'} 6 
Ments,, yet he looked beyond the ſecond} | th 
to:the frit Cayſe.. : David was dumb un-J ni 
der: very; ſevere Providences,. from. this} ti 
Priodiptes; Pal. 39: '9. God's Divine.Proxf} v 
videncge extends it- ſelf. to the:Liom, Unis} 
carn, : Whale, : Raveo, Hall; way - 
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{God tells Fob, Chapters 38,39,40,41. Yea, 

y the fall of a Sparrow, nor a, Hair, Is 
Gf without'it: Ifour Hairs arg all nuwbred, 
t-J mach more our Years; if a Sparrow catt= 
yg nvt fall 'withour'it, much'le{s'a Child, a 
Man. That which is-caſual to us, is All 
I-{ordered by God in infinite Wiſdom : 
Many things, fall upon: us. we never 
Ir{ dreamed. of, but. nathigg comes;to paſs 
7 bad was God ws foreknow.z and, what» 
, er Jecond:Cauſes God.may;make 
licks alt to bc about the. Will Ale Sch. 
Cauſe, Feſeph's ſelling into Egypt, Shi» 
mes's Curling, David, 4A Alas going up to 
Remonh | Gilead, . the, Arrow;entring bee: 
twcen the Haraefs,. thorſthot, at a yenfures ; , 
was diſpoſed of. iy God, and had; ity, 
Commultion -. to. give - him . his, :Death's;; 
Wound. The. change of Government: 
| weiare under,{is God's working accordy'; 
| ing:toitheGounfelof thigown Wills:Pfals; 
\] 75-6574; For Promotson- cometh- uot, from \ 
| the: Eaft nox Weſt, . North: nor. South \, bugs: 
| God. preceth down. one, ard. ſetteth. up *An0+\ 
| her, The;great Reaſon there are ſo:\ma--; 
diſcontented under. general-and; pars. 
txalar. Proyidences, is, . becauſe! they, 0- 
i Yaclook.the Finger. of God. it. always! 
-quarrelling! with ſecond Cauſes, not con» 

| iering,! Gea works all things «ft eY."{ he Colne, 
feof bis own Wil. Some 
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Some Conſiderations to quiet any under 


_ preſſing Trials, n order to. their 


- patzent ſubmitting to, and chearful 
doing of the Divine Wull. 


IRST, Conſider, who can govern the-| 
* World better than he which made it? | 
Who can diſpoſe of his 'Creatures'better'| 


than-he which gave them a Being ? ' Who' 


can tell how tokeep'a Houſe or Watch" 


in order, better than he which made 
them.? Shall Magiſtrates acquire the' 


Name of wiſe Governours; and ſhall-not- 


-- the Governonr' of "the World, who is 
.- eflentially wiſe; - be ſo accounted in his 
' - working all things after the Counſel of his own 


.. F458? Whois fitter to govern the World' |. 
- than he' which made it ? This was the'] 
 vety. Arguihent' God filled Fob-withal,'] 


; Chapters 38,$9,49/41;42. Where waſt thow 


wbes [ uid: the Fonttdations of the Earth * 
Hitt thoit nd band in niaking the World, and' 


_ wowlaeſt thou bave a hand in governing it ?'f 
Am I. not able to povern and diſpoſe of my- 2 

| ſoa Wiſdom Imade them #*- 
Dia 1:4ike nd Contiſel of Mati'in framing #ÞÞ; 


Ctaturei by the 


and" ſhall 'l come to Man” for Wiſdom to got 


. vert 16 ?\ Had] ug Comiſel of Man when y k 
H maare 
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| mage my Decrees, and ſhail I come to Man 
for Wiſdom to execnte them, when it's for 
G ÞY own Glory to work according to the 
Py Counſel of my own Will ? © 
|. Secondly, Conſider, God takes plea- 
'[ ſure 1n all his Purpoſes and Decrees ; as 
God's Counſels: will ſtand, becauſe im- 
mutable, ſo his Counſels are called hs 
Pleaſure, Ifa. 45. 10. God's EleCting, Re- 
:deeming, Adopting, SanGiiying, Saving 
\the Epheſtans, is called the good Pleaſure of 
| bs Will;, that wherein he took delight, 
or was well-pleaſing to him, Ephef. 1.5. 
Shall God take pleaſure in his Decreecs, 
and: the execution of them, and ſhall we 
Dot be pleaſed with what God is pleaſed 
withal ? Shall we chearfully-ſubmit to }.. 
the juſt Decrees, Will and Pleaſure of 
{| earthly Governors, and not to him whoſe 
| Kingdom rules over all ? Pal. 103. 19, All 
| $999 Men do delight in their own juit 
'Decrees and Purpoles, and ſhall not God 
Jn bis, who cannot go out of Himſelf or 
his own Purpoſes to a greater Good, be- 
cauſe he is the, chief Good ? - If it do 
pleaſe. God to make you his People, 1 Sam. | 
4.32. 22. and for your Profit is pleaſed to 
correct. you,: Heb. 12. 10. ſhall we not 
$.1ay, £Hleſſed be God for the one, as for the 
Sother? Job 1.21, Alſo it is too low for 
PEO 
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'a'Chriſtiari to ſay, 4 muſt Fibtnit þ 11s thiſi 
'Glory of a'Chriſtian to cliuſe the DivitWi 
"Vil. - Reprobates and Devils muſt fat f the 
mit. If God will diſpoſſeſs a poor Sitfor 
"ner of the Devil, he muſt come out, will 
he, -nill he, Pharaoh indeed obey 
"God's Will 5n letting Iſrael go ; but Wo! 
"was fore againſt his Will. A -Belte) 
"ſhould'fubmit to' the Divine 'Wilt out. '& 
Choice, not Force ; that's no more rhagÞi 
Devils and Reprobates do : Herein ChrillſSa 
©5s our Pattern, tho the humane Fleſh diffis 
'fometimes recoil and draw back und 
'the/Senſe of approaching” Trouble, 4 Ire 
- good” Men ſometimes do; yet his Judgh ic 
"ment and Will was for complying wa \{þ 
- the Divine Will, tho it was todie, Lac 
*22, 42. not only from the Eternal Tran 
-afti6n between the Father' and him, 4 , 
| "Bout* Man's ' Salvation, . but knowing I 
- "was belt ro chuſe the Will of ſuch a Ongf M: 
”- who is.not ovily. Righteous, Holy, anlft 
*Good, but can work all things after rig 
E "Connſel of his own'Will. © Pa 
"A Thirdly, Conſider, Divine Content 
'Tiſeth” alone from this: Principle : Ui 
"cofitent'with this Revolntion, this At ol 
"ration inthe Nation; in my "ec apa 
.my Perſon, in” my Eſtate, becatife ir" Wi 
my 'Lort?s Will ?' $0 Pant conld nevert ; 
contellss 
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_wntent in every Condition, but from 
i! \ Principle, knowing 'not only rhat 
the Condition' he ſhould be in was belt 
iffor him, but that it was alſo according 
vi the purpoſe of God's own Will, Ph. 
1. 11. Some Heathens, called Sroicks, la» 
doured after Contentment in every Cotr- 
tition, from the improvement of” natn- 
pal Principles : Bur that was far from 
a2dDivine Contentment, Ged's Content and 
Katisfattion ariſeth out of himſelf and 
lifhis Decrees, knowing himſelf perfect : 
[now when our Content 13 Divine, it flows 
Wrom this Principle purely, and-abſtract 
gon all other Conſiderations, this' is the 
Divine Will; therefore I ſubmit, an 
gerefore am content, and can'do no' 0= 
(ther bat chuſe it; becauſe it is the WAll 
þ "one who. is perfeCt in Wiſdom. 'Eord, 
gif thou ſhevldit refer any Caſe to ine; to, 
ef Make my own' choice, I would refer it 
b thee again, and ſay as the Brethren 
Wfof Berea and Theſſalonica, concerning 
] Faul whom they loved dearly, 'and fhed 
many Tears for at parting, The Wil 
8 the Lord be done. 


| © Fourthly, Conſider, All in God, and 
Wall about God, ſerves to bring about his 
Weeccrees and Counſel, 


: 


[ Firſt, 
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Firſt, All in God, if I may ſo expre{ 
It, all the Attributes of Ged are cat 
cerned in the accompliſhment of hi. 
Will; his Will decrees all, his Wiſdogd dl 
orders all, his Truth and Power accom © 
'Pliſheth all. Mark, God's Power a&M 
not beyond his Purpoſe : tho in point 0 
: Power God could do many things more] Ph 
than he doth,and-prevent many things that] Mc 
come to paſs; yer in point of his Decree,|!9 
cannot : -[n--point of Power God <ould|#« 

- . Prevent thoſe Garments roll'd in BloodfSÞ 

' 11: the Nations of the World, and manyfW 
Family, Relative, Perſonal Affictions}&v 
upon us, and upon the Churches ; ye (ot 
in Point of his Decree cannot : ThefGh 
Power , of God is active, one while toþa= 
accompliſh bis Will,, As 17. 24. and aj#6 
-anOther time ceaſeth to act, to bring 4-J@c 
- bout the Divine Purpoſe : If God with-Jthe 

. draw. his Power from a Creature, helen 
quickly ceaſeth to move ; and if God dojwh 
ſend forth his Spirit, we are created 
P/al.104.29, 30. Some may ſay, I colt-jet 

- mitted my near Relation, Husband, Wits If 
or Child, into God's Hand, with a firm 

. belief God could raiſe them up ; and yell 
they dicd : Soul, thou didſt well to believe 
in God's Power ! But would you hawinil 

- God att his Power contrary to, or in tin 


' 
< 
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eventing his Decrees?Remember God's 
Power atts not beyond his. Decrees, but 
1 all in God, either ina way of Aion or 
Ceſſation from Act, ſerves to bring about 

«4 his own Eternal Wilt. | 
f . Secondly, All about God ſerves to com- 
«| pleat his Divine Purpoſes and''Decrees, I 
,t| mean the Holy Saints and Angels: in Glo- 
ry ; Pſal.'T03. 20. They do'bis' Commanatr, 
dl bearkning unto the Voice of bu Word. The 
dSpirit, of the living” Creatures, and the 
Wheels, went in EzekiePs|Vifion,' where- 
Itver the Spirit'of :God went for to ac- 
tcompliſh his Will: So the-Four Spirits or 
heGhariots in Zechariab's Viſion, (Chap.'s, 
ji—4. which.came out from between the 
a] Mountains of | Brafſs,' the immatable De- 
2-jerces of God, theſe: are all imployed in 
b-Ithe four Quarters:of the World, toac- 
bejemphh thoſe-Bternall Dectees ; :fo that 
dojwhatever Providences titey were employ- - 
16d about, whether frawning Providen- 
w-Jees, toward the Enemies of God.:and his 
{&IEburch, fignified by the redvand black 
rMfflerſes 3 op 1 mix'd « Prbyidences ſignified 
alpithe. grizlcd> and. bay: (Horſes, ſome 
riercy; and\ſome Aﬀidtion; or whethes 
Welling Providences + upon the Church, 
Wnihed:by the.white: Horſes in. the third 
oeaciot, tbeds all ſerve ta: accomplith 
Þ "WT 
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the- immutable: Deerzes: @f i God : And | 


ſeeing noneſhall;knber-tbe Holy Place but 
he which doth the: Walk of :thie Father, Mat, 
7-21, letiit|be eur daily cry, Lord. help me 
t0 do thy Will on Earthl, as it # done in; Heas 
ven; \Mateb::6 [1a Bo ſuffer. patiently, 
and do-eheattully; the: Will: of God upon 
Earth,  18;acvety great 'reſenblance of 
the heavenly Life; 'there is-nothing in 


Heaven, -but ' the Divitie -Will done and| 


delighted in; :1:3Fhe Angels which are in 
Chains of: Navkfieſs,:their Hearts did no 
ſgoner niſe agamaſÞahe [Divine Wil, but 
were caſt aubofitleever into Hell ; and 


all ſuchhas-abey/ not the Goſpel of Chriſt, | 


can expect ino lefs than flaming Fire 
2 Theſſ< 1.8. 1s iifit, a King ſhould en- 


F#tgriaina company of- Rebels, which con | 


*  tigually;bppole ils With?- :Let ſuch r&]. 


member; asGoUWlath Power: and . Goods 
neſd-enoughto-fix the Godly:and Obe 
dicht [in-everiaſting Bliſs, ſo he hath 
Power:abdiJulticeenough to fix the Diſo- 
\ bedigntvig;comptrat Miſery: ;Remem ber; 
OS fdifabediene bout ty He xanwark all thing 


gearfuipe to bes Cbubfek of is: own! Wilt. 
Mirll-you- -prot : tnenbld” at is "Preſence, wht || 


_ enger #5) AdyReD: 6 WW haveginrdey 


2tls 


 appainted rhe; Sand for the Bund off the "Sea? 3 | 
Dn, 22.:. Whe knows the:' Poniet - of | id 
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ed himſelf againſt God, and proſpered ? 
Who but one Lunatick, would oppoſe 
the juſt Commands of a General, whole 
Army is an hundred thouſand ſcrong, 
that can cruſh him as a Moth? Oh! 

what Armies in Heaven and Earth can 
God raiſe againſt an impenitent Sinner, 
an Army - of Angels, Stars, Lice, Frogs, 
Caterpillers, Locuſts; yea, God can 
arm thy own Conſcience againſt thee, 
which is more than all. Provoke not 
this Lord to Jealouſy : Are you greater 


than he, who can deſtroy Soul and Body 


in Hell ? Rather labour to make Peace nath 


' bim, and you ſhall make Peace with him, 


Ia. 27. 5» 
Finally: Doth God work all ehings after 
the Counſel of his own Will? Then bleſſed ts 


the Nation, whoſe God us the Lord, and 


the People whom he hath choſen for his own 
Inheritance ; becanſe the Connſel of the Lord. 
fandeth for ever, and the Thoughts of bis 
Heart to all Generations, Plal.33.11,12. 
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Diverſion for Youth at their| 
{pare Hours. 
Being a POEM on the Birth, Life, 


Death, and ReſurreFion of our moſt 
bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chri/3. 


With ſome Thoughts on the Apoſtate | 
Angels, and fallen Man: The for- 
mer under an irrecoverable Eſtate, | | 
having no Obje& of Faith for Sal- 
vation: And the latter reſtored by | 
the Death of Chrilt. 


By HERCULES COLLINS 
of Wapping. 
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A Poem on the Birth, Life, 
Death, and Refurreion of our 
moſt bleſied Lord and Savi- 


our JEsus CuRisT. 


CHAP. L 


The ARGUMENT 


Theophilus the Lover of God, begins > 
making mention of the nnſearchable Attrj- 
butes and Perfettions of Jehovah, and how 
he is encompaſſed on bis glorious Throne by 
the Holy Hierarchy and Order of Angels, 
Seraphims, Cherubims, Thrones, Domi- 
nions, Principalities, Powers,” Archangels, 

| who are Eternally caſting their Crowns at 

' "tho Feet of rhe Incomprebenſible: Trinity, 

o with Haltelajahs. 4, TY 4 


EHOY AH right, "is Infinitey 
+ 8 : And in cternal Bliſs : ', 

B. The miolt Supream therefore dothreign, 
WW O Kings give hima Kiſs, Pſ2.12. 


A 2 ...'Who 


4 A Poem on the Life, &c. 


Who is Immenſe, and full of Senſe, 
An mdependent Good ; 

Yea, only Wife : do not deſpiſe 
The Everliving God. 

In all his Will immutable, 
For Changes he knows none : 


How can.that be, when perfecPs he: 
Three Perſons yetbut One? © 


Pure Angels fall, and honour all 
- The Glorious Trinity, | 

With Crowns down caſt, their Praiſes laſt 
Unto Eternity. 

- The Seraphims, and Cherubims, ; 

Thrones, Principalities 


8 — Dominions too, Archangels true, A 
'_  - - Their God forever praile. 
© Ault | _ Ws 
Rey CHAP. IL ps | 3% R 
The ARGUMENT. 7 
Here interppſegþ an holy Evangeliſt, who give 
an nes the borrible Revols of ſome ; 


of the An aur from Jehovah thesr ds 

Lord: And'that one of them, riod 

Beelrebub, headed Thouſands; "with 
Deſign to overthrow God's ANOETY 


of our Saviour Yeſuas Chrift, 


UT one thro Pride, became a Head 
To thouſands, who reſolv'd 

1 God*s Monarchy for to deftroy, 

| Rather than be controuPd. 

They. War maintain, in Heaven's Plain, 
So they might equal be, 

In Honour, Praiſe, and length of Days, 
Unto the Trinity, 


God pleads kis Rights, and them defpites, 
| So hurls them into Hell, 
To the Abyſs, Pit bottomleſs, 
Where they hall ever yel!. 
Then Satan proud, he ſpake aloud, 
What tho the Field be loſ ? 
All is not gone, my Heart's not won, 
To love Jehovah moſt. . 


This I can boaſt, all is not loſt, 
My WilPs unconq'rable 3 

Reſolv'd I be ſtill to be free, 
Tho:I remain a Devil. 

Twere ſhame for me ta bow the Knee; 
And God adore and love: . 

A Prince in Hell, doth far excel 
+Subjecion, tho above. ['Mr, Milton, 


| 4c great, and Abyls devy, 
'eaſtsthoſe Rebels in; 
A burning Lake' is their (ad Fate, ” 
Tgh Flames all ſurrounding. 
oo A 3 CHAP.. 


A Poem on the Life, &c. 
CHAP. II. 


The ARGUMENT. 


Jehovah himſelf gives a Relation of bu 
framing the Heavens. and Earth ;, and 
how. he created another Creature called 
Man, to ſerve him better than the fallen 
Angels ;, and having very glorious Dua- 
lifications, is made Lord of the New 
World. 


THE Earth and Man, I God did frame, 
2  Andmade him Lord of all, 
> - In Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, 
| With. an immortal Soul. 
This Man moſt wiſe, in Paradiſe, - 
I xt with great delight-; 
Whoſe Will was free, at liberty, 
Fo beunjuſi-or right. 


That Man algpe might not lie down,. 
A Help-meet him I-gave 5. 
And from his Bone, and Fleſh alone, 
The Woman came moſt brave. 
And for'a time, how did they ſhine, 
[n this.delightful Place 
In-this new Land, how Hand in Hand, 
They wallfd,with God in Grace, - 
: 5 Y 
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CHAP. IV. 


The ARGUMENT: 


Satan having diſcovered the New IWorldi 
and Man reigning as King in it, the De- 
vil envies bu Paradifical Srate;, and in 

i Nracr to make him miſerable like bimſclf, 

| be tempts him to throw off the Government 

of his Lord and Maker : All which the. 
good Ange which guarded Paradiſe, could 
not be ignorant of. | 


NATAN did tell the Peers of Hell,. 
” An Antient Prophecy 
| In Heaven was, A World ſhould riſe 
From nothing very high. 
In which New Land, I underſtand, - 
A Creature beautiful 
Not much below our (clves, I know, 
Will reign as I in Hell. 


Come noble Peers, ſome Courle let's fieer, - 
Fhis Land for to diſcover | 
And then allure this Creature pure, 
To a@ as our own Brother, 
God on his Throne, with his bleſt Son, - 
Saw Satan ſwiftly flv, F 
Unto the Man in this new Land, he 3 
To bring to miſery. 
BN 2 50 A 4 The - 
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The Angels good, they underſtood, F 
White guarding this new Creature ; 
The fallen One diſcovered Man, I 


With a moſt bleſſed Feature. 
Anvil one, they fav fly down, 


'To' Adam in diſguiſe. T 
So walkt their Rounds, the Garden-Bounds 
It him they might ſatpiize. H 
"In Paradiſe, he tempts with Lies, B 
"That Min his Bliſs might loſe 3 
As he loſt God, all Hope and Good, * 1 


Which ade him thus confus?d. 
S:tan did fix the weakeſt Sex, 


With Eve did thus begin ; \ 
- To.cat*s, no Death, the Serpent ſaith, 
EF It's natural, ,no Sin, F l 
The Szrpent ſpeaks ſo fine and neat, 
Ve hich made the Woman fay, 
How came you thus, to ſpeak to us, q 
' By taſting yonder Tree ? | 
- Cone car good Food, and know as God, 
Dow: live in Ignorance 3 ( 
In Envy he forbiddeth thee 
This Tree ; z Come cat but once. 


| And b atlaſt,. through finſul Luft,” 

-- »They both (Werebyercome 7 vs 
F CT Dei Fruit dear coſt, God's COME 5, 
And ſo the World's tindone. F, or /Þ:. 
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of our; Saviout Jeſus Chriſt, g. 
For Man his Maker, his Creator, : 
In ue enjoyed : 
Till he did lin againſt bis King, 
Nothing the Man antioy'd. 


TilLhe did break, and violate 

; | The Law of his Supzeam 3 

His Happineſs was perfect Bliſs, . 
He as a King did reign: . 

But on theiFalt he came in thral!, 
And was calt from his height ; 
The flaming Sword it bra adiſhed, 

To keep the Tree of Life. 


When Adam's Eyes apologiz?d, 

No Boon was to be had 3 
- | No Penance then could help the Man, 
*5 To make him once more glad. 
"J And mult I go, from Eger lo, 

As not to return more, 

: From this ſweet Place, and God of Grice ? ? 

-Orhis'is very fore. 


O might 1 ſtay, 1 would « by, 
And never more -oftend : 
What intezgede, and for me beg, 
{ Eden.my. Days may end ? 
F Toke tragrant.Smel!s, which far excel? 
| he Scents of Lebanen.; 
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io A"Pommon the Life; 8&c. 
' And Odours free, on every. Tree, 
Pll offex God alone. Mr, Norris. 


Fl take my Rounds, in Eder's Bounds,. 
Before. I'do depart : : 

Now: farewel all, my Joys do fail, | 
By a deceived Heart. . ( 

A»publick Head, ſo Adam ſtood, 
As Chriſt is of his Spouſe ;. 

And what he did, as our chiet Head; 
We did it gainor-lofe. 


None would refuſe, but Adam. chule. 
Them for to repreſent. :.. 

O-none ſq fit, nornone-ſo meet, 
Whatever the Event. 

Fherefore let none on God lay blame, . 
That we.in Adam fell :: 

Hd any his Choice, it had been thus, 
Pure-Reaſon doth us tell. 


_—_—_ 
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CHAP. V; 


The Ax GUMENT.: 

Adam apologizing for himfelf, lays the Cauft' | 
of his Apoſtacy.on his Sovereign Lord and: |. 
the Woman, the Woman onthe Serpert';, 4- 13 
Curſe deſcends. 011 them all, Now Man.|- 
| being undone by the abuſe of his wet 


's 


n 


%s, 
4 


- 
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+ Udleſs ſome State, - that*s uncreate, -, 
+ More pity ſhew- to Man, - I 
{Than Aypels havez. whom God wont fave, + 


. 
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hath no hopes of any Reſtor ation, - unleſs the 


wncreated Being ſhew Man more favour” 
than the fallen Angels. 


HIS Woman fee, thou gaveſt me, 

| Tempted, and I did eat. 

O, blame.not God, Free-will abus'd, - 
Was i thy Soul did cheat.: 

The Woman vain, ſhe lays the blame, > 
Upon the Serpent's Guile. 

Who to her ſaid, Like unto God: - 
You hall bein awhile. . 


From ſinful Luſt, Judgment doth haſte. + 
On Man and Woman.too. 

'Tis they muſt die, that lovd's Lie : » 
Above a God:molſt true... - 

The Ground once blcſ, with Thorns is curſt; , 
The Woman bears in ſorrow. | 

And Man muft. (weat, if Bread he'll eat : - 
The Serpent trails the Futrow. 


Thius happy Miny he is undone, þ. 
Himſelf he can't reftore. 

O Man's fad Fate, the Devil's State + 
He's in for evermore., . 


4- That from their Maker zan, -- 


12: MPommon the Life, &c. 
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, GHAP; VI 
The ARGUMENT. D 


Tehovah ſeeing bis Creature Man undone in 
the New World, begins to. be concerned | 1 
hew be may be reſtored, and not for ever 
toſt a4 the revoked. Angels, He makes a || 
Propofition. to the heavenly Hoſts to this 
End ;, but all ſtood mute, until the Son of | 1 
God broke ſilence, with the offer of himſelf 
to be Ian's Redeemer : Upon which the 
heavenly H.jt gave a Shout, with Halle» | F 
[u;e4h's.. 


A 
HALL :Man be lott, by Devil's Luſt; 
) Andner recover d more ?: T 
| -ShallPiwits boaſt of their Conqueſt, 
- And triumph in their Power? Vv 


_ Come heavenly Hoſt, can none ſuggeſt 
| Whereſuch'Love-can be found ? 
You Spirits all, who'l be mortal, A 

Trat ] altice may not wound” 


Ei 
The Man to' Death, : I madeicf Eartii, . 
{ But may for ever live 3:52 241 ; He 
| Who'l pity takeion- his fad Seatty:! £3 
For Man himfclf will give? 7 +1177 At 
| Now aſl itood mate, and filent to'ty..* 77 Þ- 
A Paufe in Heaveu's-made 5} 14. 44 74d op 


of out Saviout Jeſus Chriſt, 19: 
Till one did break the Silence great, 
And there it was replied 


By God's own Son 3 What ! is there. none 
"That will Compaſſion ſhow.? 

[ looked when ſome Seraphim. 
Would pity Man below. 

IGod's dear Son, will Man become, 
A Man of Sorrow's Death : 

| This glorious Throne T'I! leave anon, 

And deſcend to the Earth, 


For to reſtore this Manſo poor, , 
. Unto a better State 3. 
And make him wiſe, a Paradiſe 
He ſhaw't loſe as of late. ___ 
Then Heaven rang, the Angels ſang, . 
That ſplendid Hoſt above 3 
Who ſaw ſuch Grace,.,in God's,Sqn's Face,» 
And ſhewed Man ſuch Love... ..'.; þ 


And God dd ſee, his own EL 4 
From Love to Man he made, : 2" 
Even from high Eternity, , 
- Which runs not retxograde...,,:,......, _ 
He gave his Son for finfyl Tae of 1 wt -- 
That in his ſtead might die ; ES 
And ſet his Face .in our Law- ache: _—— 
- Us to indempnify. 5 


| ENT 


EE” -he Angek flags he doth not = 

Nor them redeem to'live : 

Yet let none {| ky thus God is weak... | 
Or Grace diminutive. 


F-thee dotell, unfearchable- ( 
Is his Beneficence. | 
Yet know alſo, he'l fave but who. - 
His Sovereign Will preſents... . | 
| | 
CHAP.: VII. 


The ArkGumMaANT:. 

Af Apoſtle - garenyey + relates-how tha} p 
Jchorah bad a Son, wai to be born of: 
«Virgin. The great End and Scope of it; 

As: Redemption of 4 loft World. K 


Forhe wonld know; how Man from Wwol © 
; Isbroughr, 2nd 4ct in Blik. - 
A-Wonder's wrought, .come ſee Gods" 


In this Analybs. (ThougitY r 
The Spirit above, fell in mea Love, *.. 
'  __ Upon a Virgin ſweet: © 
. To non, oops or anderftand-- 


Bueyet tube King, th holy: Thing.” 
z Which was. in Mary's Womb, - 


3 44S 
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Was God:indred; of Abr ans Seed, ' 
True and yet true Man. 

Who underſtafids, how God and Man, 
Shonld m one Perſon dwell ? 

One Perſon true, - yet Natures two, . 
But one Immanuel. 


His Godhead Rays had dulPd our Eyes, | 
But vail'd with humane-Fleſh. 

Bis Glory?s hid, for there's much need 

- With Man he ſhould converſe. 

And nothing les, for Man's Treſpaſs, 
An angry God can pleaſe. 

But Righteouſneſs, _in humane Dres,.. 

f] Canhis great Wrath appeaſe. 


No Diadem, or Hecatotmb, 
Such large Dimenſions hath 
0} Of bleſſed Good, Chriſt won by Blood, 
For thoſe: that tread his Path. | | 


| CY : A | 
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CHAP. VIIL 


The-Az-Gu MENT: 
A Mm of God with an untient Record, fe: 
'} . fiah, and.the. to Folmney be- makes t0- 
© vifit a fonfrl World And tho be ſat 4w- 
4 he Second Perſon with the Erernal Trine 
g 38 EET. , ; I Council. 


— 


. - This bleſſed King: lies in an 1nn, 


16 A Poemon the Life, &c. 


Council 5n the-Conrt of Celeſtial. Glory, . 
wpon making. and redeeming the World, 
yet #- graciouſly : pleaſed to ſuffer bard 
Things for thoſe who rebelled againſt his 
Royal Crown and Dignity. 


HE time draws on the Lord muſt come, 
And: Daniels Weeks ſhall end. - 

It's then ſome will Aeſſiab kill, 
The Sanctuary rend. 

And when the Tax,. from Ceſar's Ads, - 
Begins for to commence, 

Mary goes then to Bethlehem, 

From Nazareth went thence. 


And in a Stable, -it's no Fable, 
The Virgin did. bring forth 


T he greatett King ever did reign, 
Or wiltbe on the Earth. 


No Princes Court hath he ; 
- Bafin a Manger,” tres indanger;” * 
Expogd to milery.- 


O bleſſed Morn, -a King is born, 
zA Virgiye-Maid the Mother : +... - », 
Boks. Graydlire,js-God, admire, kad 
2+ This MyR'ry altogether. _:,- 
Rut. pray from whence.did come. this Prince ? 
..From Heaven's. Connor 


wy, Pw "When 


ad 
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Where he did fit, in Council great, 
Before the World was made. (Mr. Milton. 


Counſels of Love, in Heaven above, 
With Father, Son, 'and Spirit. 
Counſels of Peace, how to releaſe, 
Man from his ſad Demerit. 

In this Compact, Eternal Act, 

. It was concluded on, 

That Man ſhould be the Subject free 
Of God's Redemption, 


Ia this Contra, and noble AQ, 
The Price was fixt upon. 

Juſtice demands no Gold or Lands, 
But Godlike Blood for Man. 

A Covenant of Suretiſhip bt 
Chriſt entered into, 


That unto Death would give his Life, 
And unto God his due, 


Po he might reigh, and be a'King ' 


? 


[ſe 


Over redeemed Man, U homme 
His Captain Head for him will bled, 
And in his room will ſtand. ; 


— — 


. Fla this Decree they did agree, 


KS b 
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"That what the Surety did, IO 
Ohd world impute, from Grace*s Root,” *+ 
\As if the Debtor paid. 


OD This 


x3 Af Poemonthe Life, &c. 
This Infant God deferves thy Ode, 
| ore jain the Angels Quire ; 
And From the Altar of thy Heart, 
Aſcend an hallowed Fire, 
To him who left his Royal Coust,. 
And choſe a darkſome Houte : 
This Majeſty lays Glory by, 
For to eſpouſe a Curlce 


_ And tho this Man from David ſprang;. 


He's pure without, within 2 
And tho is made of Abraham's Seed, 1 
Hath no Ofig'nal Sin. kr 
Pow'r Infinite can ſeparate | 
Between the-Virgin's Sin, Re 
And Virgin's Seed, for there js need- | 
Chritt be a holy Thing, - Th 


nt BIT 


The Virgin bleft, lays Chriſt to reſt ;- F 
Then round the Courtly Stable Th 
Bright harneſs'd Angels guard the Lord, F 
While ina Cribbce Cradle. . To 
L F. 


CHAP.. 1X. 


j | The AxGUMENT:. 
- AC 


eletial Maſſenger, .caled an; Angel; i} | 
diſpatch'd. from the Throne, to zaforn je" TThi 


Shepherds in the Field of the Nativity |" 
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the Meſſiah. The heavenly Hoſt do unite is 
their ſinging Hallelujah's to the maſt Fig 
for ſending bis Son 10 redeem Man. Satan 
ſends a Summons ta his Peers to enter into 
4 deep Council, how he may procure Man's 
ſecond Revolt, knowing, iff he can per- 
ſwade Man to rebel againſs the ſecond 
Adam, there remains na more Sacrifice 

for. his Sin. 


HE Angels great, much ſpeed do make 
Fo Shepherds keeping Sheep, 

And fay, Fear not, a Saviour great 

Is born, Odo not weep. 
Rejoice, be glad, come joy in God 3 

In David's City ftrong 
This Day is born, for Man forlorng - . 

A Saviour God and Man. 


The heavenly Hoſt: do join their Force, 
And give Encomiums high, 
To God above, who in much Love. 


| 


=; 


- Hath fent-his Son $0 die. 

ey to God, the highefi Good,, | 
ho ſends Peace to the Earth. 

hath that Bliſs, the Devils mils, 


| | An Object for his Faith. 


3; NY 


Thoſe damned Ones,” noug them bemoans; 
Of. 


, 
wo 
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f}* Who lic.in deep deſpair 
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Of any Good from that juſt God, 
\ « They all revolted are. 
From hence in rage, they all engage, 
Toenvy God and Man, 
Glory to God ; from Man all-Good 
= They'l hinder what they can. 


Adam the Firſt Paradiſe loſt, 
Where once he ({weetly (ang: 

But was regain'd by Man's good Friend, 
*Chrilt the triumphant King, 

He Satan fought,” and gain'd the Fort, 
Yea won the Field and Day: 

The Woman's Seed- did -=irgri the Head, 
Of Man's grand Enemy. 


Satan in fpite, he rallies up k-xD 
His broken Troops difpers'd, © * 
A Council calls of black Peers all, 

- That Man maybe diſtreſt. 


3 - Wich our grand Shield, we?l gain the F ield 


| The ſecond Adam took. * | 
Come loſe no Grotind,''torne be cn 
That Man from God thay look. */ 


?Tis our "T0! to circumvent 


Both Head and Body too : _— rl | 


If we can part Chriſt and Man 5 Re ah 


That's all we aim'tordo:!\” 7 DIY! | 


1 4 | $1 "=; ove: "0 
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But he forgot, what was Job's Lot, | 
And how he. fail d therein : 

Yet is ſo mad, to fet on God, 

Who made him of Nothing, 


_— 


CHAP. XK. Bs 


The ARGUMENT. 


Some Country Shepherds are .,ving an Account 
to the Nation of the Fews, what an An- 
gel had informed them ; and of their Fogr- 
i ney.to Bethlehem, where. they found Joſeph 
v1 an Mary with the. Babe, the Jnfant-God, 
lying in a Manger. 


O Bethlehem thoſe Shepherds come, 
The Wonderful to fee : [14.9.6, 

And found the Lamb, the.holy One, £ | 
Deſigy?d, for Calwary, 6: 111 9 AT 

1 | They told the Jews the Angels News, 

| Immanuel was come. Toh 

Now Admiration fills the Nation,” © - | 
For this maſt glorious One. | 


They found the Babe, the Infant- God, 
{F Eucin a tow Degree:i -- - 
- God-like Face- was faft of Grace 

- To Man in Miſery. 


CHAP, 
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 -CHAP. XI. 


The ARGUMENT. 


A Man of God gives the Church Informa-| 
r10n of the Cireumeiſion, and preſem ation : 
of Chriſt, with biz Mother Mary's Purife |. 
cation in the Temple. Alſo how a gol] + 
old Mari ramatd Simeon, and a graciow 
MutHin cated Anna, believed that Child \ 
to be Him of whom the Pro phets ſpake, 
Prontdl deft hid from Abraham ou David's 
Ls ; "when probably 2 nel of great Perſon] 

ho wakes bn the Tizpl joked upon thi 
Infant- lo ls Son of a poor Car-['g 
peter. 


Ar F TER eight Days they Gitcumcile | * 
 Chiiſty whith- preſag?d much — 0 

That came to paſs uponthe Ciols, 
White he ſhed all his Blood: Tt 

The pureſt Maid, Mother of God, 

Above all Women bleft, 

Was preſented, and purified, T 
In God's Temple of Reſt, i 
Then Simeon old, beitig foretod | + 
Of this orear Porentate; ITh, 


With a "ak look of F aith, hich took, 
| And bleſi the Lord of State. 


e 


lh 
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And at his Breaſt, Jelus did rett, 
Here's Love in higheſi Paition. 

He dies in peace, arid goes to reſt, 


On bght of God?s Salvation. 


Tho rich and great the Teinple walk'd, 
When Chritt was Circumcis'd, 

To be a King none did know kitri 
But Ann and Simeon wile. 

None did him greet, who was fo great, 
But on him meanly look'd ; 

Some poor Off-ſpring, far from a King, 

+ A Carpenter's Relique. 


But holy Ann, when ſhe came in, 
And ſaw the Babe of Gtact ; 

She did proclaim to every one 

He came of David's Race. 


0 Iſrael, you looked well, | 


In your Jeruſalem : 
This pretty Babe, in yout Arths latd, 
Works your Redemptioti. 


"Tis Shile ſure; who will alfure 
All Men by his free Grice. 
This is the Root, from David ſhot, 
He hath a God-like Face. 


The Sage and Wile then heard the Noiſe, 


A Jewiſh King was born. 
7 brought ſweet Scent from Orient, 
wy eg, and Balin, Herod 
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Herod the Great, now full of Heat, 
. The bleſi Meſſiab's Foe : 

He calls the Scribes, of ſeveral Tribes, 
This Monarch down to throw. 

The We and Sage, he them did charge, 
If they did tind the King, 

To tignify. it by and by, 
That he might worſhip him. 


But his vile Mind had then deſign'd 
A Fa& mokt Tragical. 

O Hypocrite, God will thee {mite 
Thou Son of, Bel:al. 

But thoſe wiſe Men, they worſhip him, 
And Herod”s Laws delpile : . 

For by a Dream, and Star they came 
Unto the only Wile. 


In Bethlehem, the Babes all then, 
From two Years old and up, * _ 
Were Martyred, all, that Chriſt might fall; 
This was a bitter Cup. 

Now Lamentation fills the Nation, 
For this inhumame Act : 

All Parents cry, arid like to die, 
Becauſe their Babes ate tiot. 


The Governout began to fear, 
" That Ceſar*s Time was ſhort ; - . 
And Mary's Son would ſhortly reign, 


< 


Their Government {ubyert, CHAP 


W1 
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CHAP. XI. 


The ARGUMENT. 


4 C herb i IT; diſpatcht from the Celeſtial Ca- 
naan, to inform Joſeph and Mary in a 
Dream of their gaing to Egypt to avaid 
the Malice of Hergd, who ſought the 
Death of the young Child ; and 14p0n He- 
rod's Death, ſignifies, God would have 


a_ return Ln to their own Land. 


F OW ona Timean Angel came, 


1N Who Mary and F Ta/eph tel}, 
Their Feet muſt ſtand on aypt Land, 
.Uatil that Herod. fel); | 
Who quickly dies:: ſo th* Angel flies 
With all celericy 

To Egypt Land, and gives Command 
That Joſeph go his way : 


7 


or they are dead, all gone and fled, 


«I*Which ſought the.young, Child's Life ; 


by a Dream informed them, 


From the true God of Light, 
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CHAP, XI. 


The ArGumenr. 

A Meſſenger of- the King of Kings, gives In. 
formation how this young King of Nan] 
reth 4;ſputed with, and confutedthe Dottorifſ- 
of the Lam at 12 Tears old, Of his entring 
upon.hbis Prophetical Office. Hu ſends Joſs 
Baptift-as bis Harbinger, . authorizeth bin T 
10 Baptize; and about thirty Years off 
Age was baptized by bim himſelf, to fall, 
all Righteouſneſs ; the Ordinance confirm 
by the whole Trmity, Father, Son, all 
Holy Ghoſt. T 


HEN Mary's Son twelve Years half 
| The Dodeors of the Law (rung 
He did diſpute, and them confute, 
\., And made them ſtand in awe. 
"And now, in fine, ſweet Jeſus time 
Of working doth commence 3 
A Harbinger for to prepare 
His way he fendeth thence. 


His Miſion is for to baptize, 

Fabn Baptsft *tis I mean 3 
He them immerſi who Sins confeft, 
= And true Repentance £21n, 
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JFor to fulfil the Royal Will, 
Chriſt came to Prophet 7obr 
To be baptiz'd iu any wile, 
When thirty Years had run. 
Then John him took to Jordan Brook, 
1 And there did him immerſe ; 
He did him dip, becauſe moſt meet 
w- To fulfil Righteouſneſs. 
mJ This was not done to waſh off Sin, 
Becauſe Meſſiab's pure: 
$40 Man he?s ſent a Precedent, 
; Let it all Men allure. 


The glorious Trine did all combine 
. To witneſs <o this thing. 

The Father, Son, and Spirit, as one, 
4” Did honour his Baptiſm. | 


Pe UE III 


CHAP. XIV. 


The A&GUMENT:. 

JOne of Chris Learned Diſciples informs + 

'} the Church, that after Teſus was baptized, 
he is led into the Wilderneſs, Keri | = 

. Devil apprared unto him, probably 1: 

|. ſome Antient Man in poor Habit. The 

+ Meihah diſcovered be knew him, tho under 

& 4 dſpusſe, 'to be the Head of the Apoſtate 

nb B 2 Angels. 
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Angels. Chriſt not anſwering his End in 
making Bread of Stones, # hurried by Sa. |. 
ta out of the Wilderneſs through the Air, 


- 


who ſets him upon a Pinacle of the TempleF 1 


in Jeruſalem,” and from thence carrirs him 
toa very high Mountain, where he tempts 
bu Lard to worſhip him. | 


HE Spirit of Bliſs i'th? Wilderneſs 
And Deſeret Chriſt doth lead, 

Among wild Beaſts, where are no Feafts 

Full forty Days no Bread. 
To God?s Son dear there did appear, 

In this vaſt Wilderneſs, 
A gray old Man, with Clothing mean, 

As if ſome Lamb did mils. 


To Chriſt he ſpake, Sir, What ſad Fate 
Hath brought you to this Place ? 

All that come here, do die for Fear 
Or Want in a ſhort ſpace. 

I ſpeak the mre upon this ſcore, 
Thou ſeerr: ft to be the Man 

That Man'mofe. wiſe, who was baptiz?d 

+ By new baptizing Fohn. 


And that good Man, baptizing Fehr, 
CalFd thee the So of God : 

Which if thou be, come let me fee, 

- And make of Stones ſome- Bread. 


» 


1 


Fl 
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Then ſpake the King unro the Swain, 
" Do'ft think 1 know thee not ? 

| Thou art that Headididſi thoulands lead, 
When ficti. thon didit revolt, 


Then the arch Fiend, w who cannot mend, 
Confeſthe was that Spirit, 
Funder fad Fate, unfcrtunate, 
Eternal Wrath Dinherit, 
Then on a trice he hurries Chriſt 


Out of the Wilderneſs, 
All through the Air, God's Hemiſphere, 

To put him in difireſs, [Mr.Mi!t03. 
A Pinacle of the Temple 

He fate his Judg upon, 


The Temple in , Fer#/alem, 
And faid, Come caſt thee down. 

Thou ſhalt not fall, the Angels all 
Proceſſion forth will make, 

From Heaven high, the Air and Sky, 
Death to anticipate. 


Thus Beelzebub, Prince of the Club, 
King of the damned Crew, 

Does tempt God?s Son to worſhip him, 
As if it were his due. 

Proud Lucifer, he did allure 
His God to woxſhip him 3 


B 3 
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Theſe Kingdoms fine ſhall all be thine, 
Bow now before my Throne. 


Re 

This was his Scope, and his great hope, 

Man's Saviour to deſtroy JF 
For if the King he made to in, 

No Saviour could he be. F.; 
Satan be gone, Apollyon, 

Worſhip the Lord thy God, 
And do not tempt him God hath ſent +- IH 

To braiſe thy ſubtil Head. b 


TheLord of Bliſs was tempted thus, 
That ſimpathize might he, 

And ſuccour thoſe againſi their Foes, 
Who are in miſery. 

Full forty Days he faſis, in praiſe 
Of Power Infinite, 

That from our Head we might have Bread | 4 
Of Life, of Strength, of Might. 


If he God's Son thus ſet upon, 
To bow and worſhip him, 

Then wonder not at Satan's Plot, 
That tempts Man to the ſame, 

He tempted Man' for to liken 

- His God to Creatures vile 3 

Made very fine in glorious Shine 3 

And thus did him defitle, 
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JA Creature cold they 'dorn with Gold, 
Who pompous Wortkip love. 
Religion gay, tempis Men to pray 
To Devils as God above. 
- I Full well they*r. known to Heathen Mer, 
By various Names they gave, 
Moles, Chemes, and Aſhtaroth, 
Adoxw, Thammus brave. 


He ſets his Seat by God's moſt great, 
Satan's Altar by Jab's 

That Men may moan at his black Tiwone, 
And then at them he laughs. 


CHAP. XV. 


The AxGUMENT. | 

An Elder andWWitneſs of Chriſt, informs the 

Church of the' Methah emring upon his 

Prophetical Office, but is oppoſed by Men of 

| the ſame Spirit which oppoſed St. Paul , 

ſuch 4s Barjclus, and Elimas the Sorcerer, 

who irrationally aſſerted that be wrought 

Miracles by the Power of the Prince of De- 

4 wile, Luciter: but by bis Divine Reply be 
Þ put them all to ſilence, 


HRIST rich in Grace began to preach, 
And Man illuminate ; 
B 4 In * 
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In Napthalim and Zibulun, 
Commands them to repent : 

He makes new Hearts, and Men tranſlates, 
From Darkneſs into Light : 

So that his Fame; and fragrant Name, 


Were ſpread both Day and Night. 


But *_nvy rofe, among the Jews, 
- Againſt the Prince of Light ; 
T !:cy flout and jeer, they domineer 
Over his Sovereign Right. 
And many faid, he triend(hip had 
With' Beelzebab the Great 3 
And in much ſpite call'd Nazarite, 
-T he Carpenters Relique, 


That Pow'rcaſt ont the Legions ſtout, 

They {ay *tis Satan's all 4 
Ard thus in ſpite,, they 'ppoſe the Light - 
 _ Of Spirit, Word, and Soul. | 
A kingdom, ſaid our Lord and Head, 
”.... Divided cannot ſtand. 
Can Satan caſt'out Satan ? judp : 

Come anſwer my Demand. 


From ſinful Luſt, the Holy, Ghoſt 
"Againſt it now they-lin;. 

Which to remit here is not meet, 

Nor in the Warld to come. 


- 
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If that Mev ſin-agaiuſt the Son, | 
And Father of all Light, 

» | He may forgive ; but not who live 

The Spirit to deſpite. 


Who uyderſtand the Loxd's good Mind, 
And yet in Malice call 

The Holy Ghofi, and Blood of Chriſt, 
The moſt unjuſt of all : 

Theſe are the Men, who, greatly fin 
Againſt the laſt Relief. 

[| They can't repent, whoſe Mearts atc bent, 


To Envy and Miſchief. 


CHAP. XVI. 


The ARGUMENT: 

A Man yf God enters with an Antient Re- 
cord, called the Goſpel, which ghves a Re- 
lation of Chriſt's ſudgen departure from 
Earth to Heaven, ,i Alſo of \bis bloady 
Sweat; in Gethſemzin 3 and of bis drink- 
ing a hbqtrible Cup of Death, in\Obedience: 
to his Father, and for the (Gaod of Man. 
Moreover, hhaw.one of his own Family ber 
trayed him into _theit hands, Tha belonged 
ro the black Prince of the dared Criws 
and came with Syore's and, $1gves to; jp» 
prebend Chrit bom they bonrd michCords, 


po , 
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|  andcarry bim to the Tudg as ſome gd o 
Malefattor. 


HE time draws on, Chriſt muſt be gone 
From Earth to Heaven high. 
A Lamb's prepar'd, we might regard 
That itdid typify. 
Pure Shilo's Fate did intimate, 
That Lamb for us muſt die ; 
Who had no Spot, yet takes his Lot 
Togked at Calvary. 


The Paſchal Lamb's Supper be*ng done, | 
He bleſſed Bread did break 3 | 
Leſt we forget Love Infinite, 


He gave Command to eat. 
And after ſupt, he took the Cup, 
| Which alſo fignified, 
| * Blood muſt be ſhed, for there is need 
Man's Soul be. purified. 


b 1 

" "And gaveCommand, that AR ſhould ſtand 

- _ Until hecome again, 2 

For every Church to practiſe much, q 
To ſhew his Death 2nd Pain. : 

Then afcer Supper he did utter | 
A Sign of hamble Love, - 

In waſhing Feet : Come it's rooſi meet 
Wefollow him above. 
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Before he went to die-; 


The Praiſe of God 'moft high, - 
The Lord goes out to Olfgve Mount, 
And Gethſemain alſo ; 
Saith he, -my Soul is ſorrowfal, 
My Griefs no Man doth know. 


My People wait, I'll invocate 
My Father Lord of all, 

If T this Cup of Death muſt ſup 
Or paſs this Draught of Gall. 


"But, Lord, thy Will, not mine fulbl, 


[ came no leſs to do: 
My bloody Sweat, and Sorrow great, 
Gives Peace to Greek and Jew, 


When he came back, all were aſleep ; 
What can't you watch one Hour ? 


4 Then ſaid the Lord, with one accord, 


Watch, pray with all your Power; 


Yea every one, no Temptat%on 


For you may be too high. 


'The Fleſh is weak, Satan's a Cheat, 


Your TriaPs very nigh. 


| Then uſhers in the moſt "pes 


;.. Upon the Lord of Bliſs ; 


| Jude that Cheat, betrays i in \ heat © 
*- His Maſter with a Kiſs, 
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| They ſweetly ſing a bleſſed Hymn, £ 


With Heart and Tonguethey ſweetly ſung 


With = | 


36 A Pvt 0 the Life, &c. 
IF With Staves and Sword they take the Lord, 
FF  Asif a Barrabas: 


A Guard rnoſi ſtrong, they ſet upon 
The Innocent, alas ! 


Jeſus did call, Whom ſeek you all 
The Man of Nazareth ? 
*Tis lam he, let theſe go free, 
Pat none of them to death. 
By Power Divine ſome wrre ſtruck down, 
When they him apprehend : 
*T was Mercy all they did not fall, 
And into Hell deſcend. 


Some Sages think, they did not ſhrink. 
His Skin to penetrate 3 

When with a Cord they tie the Lord, 
His potent Arms about. 

Peter by Sword, as well as Word, 
For Chriſt apologizd : 

When Malcbus Ear he cuts, then fear 
Did all his Gaard ſurprize. 


' Then Chriſt the Word, would have theSword 
Put up; and Malchu nigh, 
To heal his Wound, moſi ſafe and found, 
Tho his grand Enemy. 
Now to Anna tliey make him paſs, 
And hurry him awzy ; 


And}. 


And out of hate interrogate 
The Lord about his way. 


The Lord ſaid then, my Do@trin's known, 
"Tis not obſcure and hid ; 

The Temple nigh, where | did pray, 
And preach, it open ſioad. 

An Enemy, a ſiandes-by, 
Said, Durlt thou anſwer ſo ? 

For thy falſe ways apologize, 

* The Judg doſi thou not know ? 
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| This King of Grace they ſmate his Face, 
With ſordid Heart and Hand : 
But this good Man was like a Lamb, 


Tho all againſt him ftand. 


F  WFIFER 


CHAP. XVII. 
The AR GUMENT:. 


One of the King of Kings Meſſeogers gives 


an impartial Relation of the Carriage of 


the Meiſiah before bis Judges. How be 


was adjur'd to confeſs he wara King. Se- 
veral falſe Witneſſes ſmear en, te a- 
gainſt him, and he us ſentenced to Death as 
guilty of Blaſphemy, and one that ;ſought 
the Deſtruft ion of the Government, and de - 
throzing Celarz and that by anew Detttine 
their 
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| their old Religion was undermined. But 
before they led bim to Execution, they 


whipt bim till bis facred Blood ran down 
bis Boay. 


ROM Annas Chriſt to Caiaphas Prielt, 
And Council they him lead ; | 
An Officer calls one to ſwear, 

Tho then there was need : 
Yet up farts one againſt the King, 

 _ Aud ſwears that he ſhould fay, 

He could pull down this Femple fine, , 

And perfe& the third Day. 


This Lying was for to diſpraiſe 

The Lord of Dignity 3 
— Whodid not mean the Temple-Stone, . 

But his own dead Body. 

His infinite Power could ſmite 
Down all the Gates of Hell, 

If they had been Adamanting, . 
His Strength doth ſo excel. 


Jeſus flood mute, did not diſpute, 
When they did him accuſe 3 
The Brats of Hell in that Council, 
Did greatly him abule. 
We thee abjare, if thou be pure,: By 
, Makeno Equivocation. 
Art thou a King, and without Sin ? * 
Come, make a Declaration, I 


. Come propheſy, thou Prophet high, 


I 
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I do not lie, no verily, | 
You prophelied right ; 

Iam\your King; and without Sin 
And have Eternal Might. 

When you ſhall ſee my Majeſty, 
Sit at the Lord's right Hand, w 


You'l mourn full ſore, and me implore, 
When I reign in the Land. 


Upon the ſame a Voice forth came, 
Says Blaſphemy he fpake, 

Him crucify, for he doth lie, 
Lead him without the Gate. 

Thoſe Vipers ſpit upon his Lip, 
As Men with Miſchief rife : 

They {coff and jeer, and without fear, 
Do firike the Lord of Life. 


Who ſmote thee on the Cheek : 
Canſt thou deſcry Phyſfiognomy, 
Thou wicked Heretick ? 
To this we?l add, he was made fad, 
By Peter's flat denial ; = 
Who then and there did curſe and (wear, _ 
When Chriſt was near his T rial. \ 


But one ſweet Look from Chriſt ſo took, 
That Peter?s Heart did break, 

And bitterly then he did cry, 
To ſec his Faith ſo weak. They 
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They with him trudg to Pilate Judg, 
No Accuſations want z 

They with their Lies and Calumnics, 
Over the Lord do vaunt. 


Thou Blaſphemer and Conjurer, 
Thou wicked Heretick 

Ceſar can'c rule, thou call him Fool, 
Our King doſi contradict. 

Then Pilate faith, Who takes an Oath, 
Rebellion he did make ? 

Who now can tell he's culpable 
Of ought againſt the Siate ? 


I cannot ſee Enormity 
In this Man dath appear 3 
Prepoſterous it is for ws 
To ſentence one that's clear. 
If ycwl releaſe one at the Feakt, 
The Feaſt of Paſchal Lamb z 
Determine ye who it{ha}l-be, 
The Chrift, ori{inful Man, 


"Tis Barrabbas we will rclealcy 
The other crucity. ; 

Let all his Blood be an. our Head, 
And on our Children lie. 

Some did:;proclaitn, (they,muſt arraign 
The Lord at AHer097s Bar ; 

The Poefad dent vasglad, and. Aent 

© Coliiran he: So ; 
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Now tho of late Herod the Great, 
And Pilate were at lirife : 

Yet when the Heir comes to their Bar, 
They *gree to take his Lite, 

Herod the Great ſaid, Operate 

Some Wonders in my tight ; 

My Humour pleaſe, or elfe chaftis?d 
Thou thalt be ere *tis Night. 


But this ſage King, the moſt Serene, 
1]. True God, and only Wile, 
Humours him not, in this his Plot, 
Tho Rage againſt him riſe, 
They him transfer to Pilate's Bar, 
Drefſt in an Idiot's Coat 3 M 
They him degrade, as. Fools are made, 
And at the Lord do flout, 


Then Plate faith, Who takes an Oath ? 
Let Evidence appear, 

Why he muſt die at Calvary, 

As if ſome.Premunire. 

We'l him chaſtiſe before your Eyes, 

And ſo let him depart. 

No, they reply, him crucify, 

We beg with all our Heart. 


' IWe'l no King have, but Ceſar brave, 
He is Legitimate : 

Down with this thing, this little King, - 
Ceſar*s the Potentate. Then 


"4 
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Then they him ſcourge, which made a 
Our Souls to clarify : " (purges, 
His facred Back no ftripes did lack, 
Before he went to die. . 
Some think with Rods, others with Cords: 10 
Or Wier, he was whipt, 
And tied fatt unto a Poſt, 
When he was naked ltript. 


In Rancor great his Body's beat, 
O Adamantine Heart ! 

They made his Blood run like a Flcod, , 
From Head and every part. 

Behold the Man, faid P:late then, 
Incim no Fault I find: 

Away with him, ſaid the Obſcene, 
To Death he is deſign'd. 


The Preſident for Water ſent, 
To purify his Hands 3. 

Sec I am clear from his Blood pure, 
Upon him lay no Bands. 

Pilate may think; that Chriſt will wink 
. At this prodigious Sin. 

Oo no, he wo as Magiſtrate, 

And Sentence gave on him. 


Who wonder can, that Pilate's Hand 
At laſt himſelf ſhould hang, 

When's Conſcience was (© faithful as 

To tell him Chriſt was King? CHAP. þ * 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


The ARGUMENT. 


JOne of Meſſhah's Learned Diſciples inter- * 
poſeth with an aſtoniſhing Narrative 4- 
bout byg Lord*s being led to execution - 
bound with Cords, and the heavy Croſs fixs 
#n his Back, on which he was crucified and 4 
ftrong Guard ſurrounded him all the way 

. to Golgotha: And while the Croſs was 
fexing in the Earth, they: unmantle and 
ftrip him to his nakgd Body, which they 
lift up and nailed to the Croſs, one Foot on 
the "Op of the other, with Arms ſtretched 

* out, being plac'd between two Thieves, 4 
Crewn of Thorns on bis Head, and an 
Infcription of Hebrew, Greek and Latin, 
4s the Cuſtom of the Romans was to all they 
accounted Malefaftors. 


T HE moſt high Lord they bound with 
And lead to Calvary; (Cord, 

Jfixt on a Croſs moſt ponderous, 

$ On which he was to die. 

pon his Back, like 1ſaac, 

F- The bleſſed Type of Chriſt, 


IThis.Crofs did lie moſt heavily, 
© Tho he was meck and Juſt. 


Pp We. ! 
. 
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This Innocent, *tis like did faint, 4- 
And HumaneiNaturefail, 
Being fo ſore, with Stripes before, , 

And had no time to heal. 

Another Man, a Sywenian,. a; \ 
At that time corning, by, | 

Muſt bear.the Croſs, moſt ponderous, |. 
On which Chrift was to die. 


What Wit of Man can now define, 
His Sorrow, Grief, and Shame ? 
Who can dilate, and explicate, 
His. Miſery and Pain? | 
At the-ſame time the female.Kind 
Compaſſion ta:him ſhew-; _ 
To fee him thruſt, by Men-unjuſt, 
'  Abakcaund fordid. Ciew. = x 


Ferwſalem, the Lord ſaid. then, 
'Weep not for me from hence: 

Peccavi cry, your Sins are high, 

. Your Pride and Igyorance ; 

Condoe, be fad, .yau were-ſo. mad, 
As for to imprecate 

Innocent Blood upon. your Head, 
Will make you deſolate. 


He Calvry ſaw; and'Golgotha, 
The Croſles fityation 3... 

Then Solitude he underſtood 

But for a ſinful Nation. 
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4 Now being come, Chriſt ftandeth bound, 

I _ Until the Croſs be fixt ; 

Þ With a ſfirong Guard about the Lord, 
FT A bitter Cup they mixt. 


I Now all the:Crew, Roman and Jew, 
-- This bleſſed Owe do (trip 5 

JL Unmantle bare; -and pluck*d the Hair 
' From off his tender Lip. 

Abe's naked fiript, us well as whipt, 

'F And all his Body bare, 

"YThat ours may be  eover'd moſt free, 

With Righteoulneſs moſt fair. 


ANow all in haſte they nail him faft, 

© And hang between two Thieves, 

"The Scripture*'s Will for to fulfil;- 

So Man from Hell he faves. 

ie Nails iwere great, \in Hands and Feet, 

That fixt him to-the Tree. 

) who cantell what Chriſt did fee], 
And there ſuſtain'd for thee ? 


4 Bis Hands and Feet they- penetrate; 

* And out the Blood did guſh 5 

For they did tear him with a'Spear,” 
And crown?d with chorny Buſh. 

That Chriſt was King, the Inſcription, 
F In Hebrew, Latin, Greek; 

Jid ſignify to all ſtood by, 


ow £0r Pilate thought it mect. Over 
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Over his Head this Paper ſtood, 
That all might read the ſame : 

He was.the King of Jewiſh Men, 
Tho they did him defame. 

Before he dies, he opes the Eyes 
Of a molt wretched Sinner ; 

Who own'd him King, believ din kim, 


As the God-Man Redeemer. 4 
Remember, Lord, to me be good, { 
When in thy Kingdom-State. 
By my free Grace to Paradiſe, Jt 


This day VI! thee tranſlate. 
They him-exhauſt, and now do boaſt, 


Our Grief he bore it all 3 f 
The weight of Sin was laid on him, 
To fave a precious Soul, V 


When he would eaſe his tortured Feet, N 
By hanging on his Hands; 


They muſt be in prodigious pain, JF 
This Reaſon underſtands, 

And when he eas'd his tortur'd Hands, | 
By &liing on his Feet, * JT 

His Body's weight, 'where e're it met, ; 
Muſt make the Patient ſick. WW 


God's holy Son, tFo God and Man, 
Of Sorrow muſt be full : 

On him did lie much Miſery. 

God's Wrath did fill his Soul. 
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+ The Lord at laſt cries out, 1 thirſt, 
The __—_ to fulhl 

AVir'gar.ſpunge they gave his Lungs, 
'So he had not his Will, 


'Water was ſcant, he muſt it want, 

We might have plenitude 

'Of living Streams, come from his Reins : 
O Love not underſiood ! 

Could Mary then of Magdalen, 
Have had her own deliire, 

{ Her Tears ſhould quench her Saviow*sThirt}, 

Whoſe Heart was on a fire. 


1 A Flame of 'Love to him above, 
To all Men did appear 

Where ſhe did weep, and waſh his Feet, 
And wip'd them with her Hair. 

Nowat this time the Souldiers game. 
For Jeſus ſeamleſs Coat z 

{For to fulfil the facred Will, 

That Wilt to conſummate. 


I The direful Curſe was ponderous, 
; The MalediQion high ; 
{Which made him cry, Ely, Ely, 
Lama ſabachthany. 

Bam content for to be empt 

F Of all my Sacred Blood 3 

Þo I my Flock inocalate 
*-:By Faith into their Head. 
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T he Guilt ot Man III faſten on 
T his curſed Croſs and Tree : 

' Juſtice Divine thall have a Fine, 
To ſet the Guilty free. 

P'll bury all cherr.Guilt and Thrall, 
Both in the Grave, and deep : 

Yea, all the high Iniquity 

Of my free choſen Sheep. 


Then ſome obſcene ſaid to the King, 
Phylician fave thy felf : 

If that thou'be God's Son moſt free, 
Recover now thy Health. 

The Mother ſtood nigh by the Wood, 
I mean the wooden Crols, 

On which did hang her precious Son, 

; Till allthis Blood was loſt. 


What Tears of Blood could ſhe have ſhed, 
His Sorrow to prevent : 

To ſee thoſe Hands, heal'd many Wounds, 
So pierced, torn and rent ? 

His glorious Head ran purple Blood, 
His Feet and Side the ſame. 

" * But his Free Grace that him debas'd, 

Is his immortalFame. 


Thoſe bloody Eyes they. can*t ſuffice, 
Thoſe Sluces are too ſmall, | 
His Sorrow to give vent unto, _ 


Po 


p_ 


Hence from his Pores Blood falls, He". 
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He ſaw a Scrowly a diſmal one, 
45 Of Sins preſent and palt, 
And Sins to come, he miuli atone, 
For all from tuli to laſt, [Mr. Norris, 


His Love moſt ſweet and bloody Sweat, ! 
Did wipe off all the Score, 

Some moments Pain makes him to reign, 
Ecernal Ages ſure. 

And as he hung before the Sun, 

His Virgin- Mother ſaw 

His Gore- blood Eyes, and heard his Cries 
To God, Abba, Abba. 


Iato thy Hand my Spirit aſcend, 
My Work is tnniſhed : 
All Debts are paid, Books canc«llec 1, V 
Juſtice is fatished, 
' [Now Chritt is dead, they brake no Leg, 
«The Scripture may fulfil ; 
Yet by their Hate hangs diſlocate, 
Unjoint from Head to Heel, 


Upon the fame great Darkneſs came 

| All re the Hemilſpnere, 

The Rocks did rent, the Graves were empt ; 
Thus Wonders did appear. 

The Temple-Vail was rent in twain, 

. |” Then toon they underfiood 


G 
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He was God? Son, tho alſo.Man, 
From thence infer-was God. 


The Heathens all that Day condole,- 

And eloquently 1aid, 

Surely the-God of Nature's dead, 

Or tinal End hath'made. 

O this great World to Duſt he? hurl, , 

For hanging on the Croſs | 

The Quinteſſence of all Goodneſs; / 
O At prepoſterous. 


_—_— Cc 


| — 
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CHAP. XIX. 
The AxGUMENT. 
A Friend of. the Mefliah's ſignifies what has] 
pened after the Lord's Death. ' A Cout 
ſefſor at Lawhegs bu Body, and inters 
with ſweet Spices. The great. Comunl- 
gives order for a ftrift Watch, a Seal and F 
Stone to be. ſet. en the. Sepulchre. | Not 
Beelzebub triumphs to ſee Chriſt drad, 
- and in ſome hopes conquered: for eveti V 
But the third. Day he: aroſe from the 
- | Grave, to rhe Confufion of all the Devils*Þ'1« 
Hnd after forty Days upon, the Earth. 
aſcends to Heaven: from Mount Olive, ili, 1 
the view of bu Apafiles;, but firſt. gau 
them his Benedittion, and on the Day oF 
Or Ny Pentecof 


"UT | hath 


A of out Saviour Feſws Chriſt. FD 
' Pentecoſt ſent down the: Holy Ghoſt ;,) and. 
: fromthe Power of this Spirit his Diſciples go 
on in the World conquering, by preaching 
Feſus of Natareth to. be the Son of God. - 


F Pslate Head, Joſeph did beg 
The Body of the uſt ; 

And did inter the Lord with Myrthy 
As faith the Holy Ghoſt. 

As Man at -firti did prove unjuſt, 
In Eder Paradiſe ; 

The blefſed King in a Garden, 
Acquits the Man on wile. 


= 


The Watch was ſtrong, they fat upon 

+ The Grave where Chrilt did lic, 

\ For to prevent the Lord's Iutcnt.'. % 
Of riling the third Day. +. .. 

The Sepulchre they made-moſt fure, 

ith Watch, aScone,: and-Sea) : 

For toprevent the Lord's Intent, 

-- Budthey in all do fail, 


'When Chriſt was dead, then Beelzehub - 
Did criumph, and; thus ſpeak, 

{1 conquer*d have unto the Grave) 

- God's Chriſt of mighty Scate- 
$+.1lis Lam King, and triumphing, 


+ Who will my-Subje@ts be ? 
” 500 0 C2 And 
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And Chriſt deny, -whom I defy, 
. He's overcome you ſee. 


Who would ſerve him, a-conquer'd one ? 
Obey me, *tis no fin : 

Caſt off his Name,. *tis horrid ſhame 
To own one dead your King, 

What Revel-rout.in Hell chroughour, 
When they thought all was won, 

And Chriſt laid low, ſee how they crow 
:i. hopes that als theix own. 


Now Lucifer aſcends his Chair, 
And mounts his gloomy Throne : 
The helliſh Guard flock round their Lord, 
And vaunt, he*s King alone. 
Now the black King began to ling, 
Altho in Flames array*d 
And thus began the helliſh Song, 
When to his Poers he ſaid, 


Dominions, Thrones, Powers unknown, 
I claim all as my Right; [Mr.W:ſtg. 
. Pre gain'd the Field, lus did yield, 


\ And he is. conquer'd quite. 
+*Þdo not fear him call'd the Heir, 

'_ Immortal ſome him thought : 

But now he's dead, he's gone and fled, 
And ac*: to life be brought; 


- 
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The Devils in pomp, and great triumph, 

Appear now Chriſt is dead: . 

The Oracle's Head come fill with ſpeed, 
The World may be miſled. 

The Hebrew Child no Sword can weild,. . 
He?l conquer you no more : 

Ler's march from Hell, in Heaverrwe?l tell | 
Of our all-conqu'ring Power. 


And conquer there as well as here, 
Who can before us ſtand ? ; 
Now God is dead: will be Head, } 
In Heaven, Sea and Land. 
' While Satan ſpake with lofty ſtate, 
[ In came the Glorious One, 
With all the Marks, victorious Acts 
Of a triumphing King, © 


While Beekzebub with his black Club, 
Did vaunt, yea, ſcoff and boaſt 3 
Came ſtarting in the powerful King, 
' And Guards from God of Hoſts. 
"This glorious Guard ſurround the Lond, 


Like warlike Angels ftand, 
| Toſmire to Hell great Belial, 
4 And all againſt him band. "RA 
* Who is this here doth dominecr, 502. 
And boali of Victory i 


A , Ons, 
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Oyer Gad's Son, the holy One, 
Who lives altho did die 

I haye the Keys of Hell and Death, © 
Who am the Firſt and Laſt: 


All Potentates, and powertul States, 
To me ſhall yield or ratte 45 


Unmixed Wrath, as my Word faith, A 
Which they can never bear, 

Nor dwell in ever- burning Lakes, C 
Or the devouring Fire. | 

O how confus'd,; and how. amaz'd wh |; 
[The Devils all dotfiand : , 

Satan flies down his ltron Thaone, 
To flee from Jeſus Hand. 


) 
The Devils fled from Cheiſt their Head, | 
[ 
[ 


And from his terrible Wrath : 

But Chiifi þtirfues his ſcofimg; Foes, 
Through cheirblack horrid Path. 

The Devils knew, that Chriſt the true, , * 

| _ Had brokeitheir Gates and Walls ; | 

'  Andcouquer*d Death, and:all the Earth, 

® So into Hellhe fall rs. = 7 
And now the Word of God's malle "y Þ 

- - TheSerpent's Head.is bruis'd 1 
- Chriſt he hath trod upon his Head, 

Which makes him thus conſus'd, 
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Then Satan ſpake with horrid hate, 
W hat tho I conquer'd am ? 

Be juſt if ſent, and dont torment 
Your Foes before the time. 


And now in Chains he them confines 
Unto the Judgment-Day. 

All Powers muſt bow before his Brow 
Who doth the Scepter ſway. 

Chriſt heDeath*s Bands broke with TRAY 
And in triumphing manner | 

I He did ariſe, tho Enemies 

Stood round with Guard and Banner, 


Yea, that ſtrong Guard upon the Lord, . 
4 Did tremble like dead Men : 
The Earth did quake, their AY ſhake 

To ſee him. riſe again. *- (22 163 

And at the Grave, an Arigel beak 
That ſhined as the Sun; - ,<*: 

Did roll away the Stone that Day | 
The Lord'did riſe upon. 


And-that day's Morn good Women ara 
| About the Sepulchre ; 
T Jeſus you ferk, pray do not weepy p 146 
$ The Angel faid, Don't fear : 
4 Rathet rejoice, -lift up your Voice, 
© Cuiſt from the Grave i is gone 5 
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In Galilce'you may him ſees 
The Living he?s among, 


The Lord did ſhew himſelf mcſi true, 

. After he did ariſe 3 

The Signs were all infallible, 
He was in no diſguiſe. 

And for to put all out of doubt, 

_ No Spirit did appear 3 

Come rouch, ſaid he, and handle me, 
My Flelh and Bones moi pure. 


: Aﬀter heroſe, and vanquiſh*d Foes, 
An Apparition's made 

To A_ in a Garden, 
By _ Chriſt the Lord. 

he Gard*ner then ſhe thought upon, 
Till hat Chriſt Adary aid, 

O Rabbory-7 ſhe did reply, .- 
My King, my Lord, -my Head. 


Mary touch not thy Lord as yet, 
Till I toGud aſcend : 


Then me embrace by Faith, which Grace 4 


Will all the Sints commend. 
But poor Thomas, his Faith's amis, 
He won't belicve * cis he, | 
Unleſs the print, where the Nails went. 
Into his Body, he-ſce. | 
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A juſt Reproof ofys Unbelief, 

The Lord gave when he (aid, 

Moſt bleſs'd is him, who hath not ſcen, 
And yet believ'd his God, 

The Scripture faith, it we ha'n*t Faith 
[n the riling again 

Of Chriſt our Head, we all are dead, 
And damned every one. 


Then Preaching's vain, and Faith's no Gain, 
If Chriſt be in the Grave ; 
God?s Juſtice Good not atisfied, 
So Pardon none can have. 
The Church did meet, and God did ſeek 
Upon the Week's tirſt Day ; ; 
Where Chriſt among them often came, 
To cheer them in his Way :- 


{+ nd gave Commands, into the Hands 
his A paltles dear, 5: 
; | How they thould a in every part, 
Till he again appear. 
Pre Cluiſt aſcends, he gave Commands 
1 Thatat Jeruſalem, 

At Wiſdom's Gate they may — 
The Spirit promis'd them. 


{Now Chriſt acenda before bis Fenda, | 
Fer Tank to Heaven highs * - 
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From whence he'l come; ere it be long, 
To fetch-his Bride away. 
- Chriſt Eears'the Air, and Hemiſphere, 
Where damned Spirits dwell ; 
He clears the Parh for Saints on Earth, 
To Joy Celeſtial. 


Dilperſe you Orbs, you glittering Clonds, 
At diſtance roll away : 
- Bis glorious Guard the Way prepar'd, 
On Chriſt's Aſcenfion-Day. * 
The Angels high above the Sky, 
Spake unto thetn below 
What happy King is this you bring ? 
-In ONT doth go. 


ti Lind of Hefts, he*s known by moſi, 
-- Bis Viary gives him Fatne.. 
Lift up ye Gates, ye Doors of State, 
And entertain your King: 
Come'ſtahd wile ope in Heaven S Court] 
Ye Guy everlaſting, | 


- He comes who hath contiiers the Grave: | 


And drags the King of Pride; - 
Faſined: d- his _ new, q 

In which the Lord doth ride 
Triumphantly, to Bliſs on high ; 
T GH Chariot moied faſt 


| 
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'4 To Heaven Gate, where many wait, 


And thouſands cry, Haſte, haſte. 


This Prince of State, when Heaven's Gate 


 Hehad arviv'd unts 3 


JO what a Shout is given out 


: By Angels as his due ! 
And with his Crown went in, fat down. 
Cloſe by his Father's Side ; 


F And will prepare a Palace there 


To entertain his Bride.. 


$ He's now gone home to wear his Crown, 


For all his Work is done, 
God's fatisfy'd, En'mies ſubdu'd, 
And now aſcends his Throne. 


\ Now Chriſt is gone, the Spirit-doth come- 


On the Rebellious, 


| The Sinner*s Head is captive led, 


And Gilts are given us. 


On Pentecof the Spirit did reft, 


In cloven Tongues, upon 


| The Meſſengers of Jeſus Chriſt, 


Becauſe he was gone home. 


| Hedoth inſpire, baptize with Fire, 


Prophets, Apoſtles too ; = 
He I Paſtors give, the Church may live 


* A holy Lite and true, 
Poor 
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Poor Fiſhermen go conquering oa 1 
The World in Jeſus Name. 
The Blind do fe, the' Dead rais?d be | 


To Chriſt's eternal Fame; 
If Chrift did ſhew his Godhead true, 

When in a ſwadling Clour, © [Mr.Miltos, | 
Controll'd che Crew of damned Huc, 


In all the World about 
He will much more his Power declare, 
Afcended now on high ; 
Captivity he captive led ] 
In his truumphant Day. 
This Hebrew Child, tho meek and mild, 
Made Devils loudly roar, ( 
On Mountains ſtep, in Vallics deep, 
On all the Scas and Shore, '4* 
-. All Oracles dumb, no hideous Hum, y 
- --. No mighty Trance. or Spell : 
' . Apoli?'s Shrines no more Divine's, y 
' Nor no Pr-phetick Cell. 
The Flemins quaint at Altars faint, 
In conſecrated Grove ;,_ I 
Becauſe no Sound doth there rebound 
From their ſweet Obje&t Fove. ( 
All Temples dumb, Peor, Baalim,  - (4 
And mooned Aſbtaroth - i: 


© No Tapers ſhine, none can divine ; | 
© : ; Hence Beelzebub is wroth. . Now: 


I Now Miloc's fled, that Idol's dead, 
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Iſis and Ofirs, 
From Fxd.b*s Land, the Infant's hand 
Laid low the Heathen Prietis. 


* Each fefter'd Ghoſt ſlips to his Poſt, 
To the Infernal Jail ; 

Who go in Troops, their Malice ſhoots 
Back to the God of all ; 

Who comes,who comes,in glor'ous Blooms, 
From Edom and Bozrath ; 

In whoſe Brow high is Majeſty, 


And treads untrodden Paths. 
Glory ſurrounds his Body's Bounds, 
There's Terror in his Face: [Mr, Norrl, 
" | The Evening Sky, the Scarlet Dye, 
His Robes cannot debale ; 
They are fo red with God-like Blood, 
And Blood of Enemies 3 


They are much fiain*d with Conqueſt HE 'd, 
And bleſled Victories, 
” 
I mighty One, ?cis I do come, 
That treads the Prefs alone. 
Of Wrath Divine, ſuch Power is mine, 
: F will have help-from none, 
*F Tis | can ſpeak my Foesto Ts 


And that in Rigatoulncds : | 
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Almighty [ can fave moſt high, 
From Hell to Hpaven's Bliſs. 


*Tis I alone go coniqu'ring on, 
By my great Power and Strength ; 

And Blood runs o're my Garments pure, 
My People might have Health. 

*Tis 1 outvie the Scarlet Dye, 
And make my Garments red, 

Like thoſe Men that do tread the Fat 
And Wine-preſs for the Blood, 


I wear thoſe Clothes, red like the Roſe, 
To fave ſome, ſome deſtroy : 


By ſhedding Blood, I bruiſe one's Head, 


And Gol do ſatisfy. 

"The Day is:come, that ſignal One, 7 
And Death ſhall have its Doom 3 

The Kingdoms dark I will ſubvert, 4 
And conguer every Que. 


No Sea of Blood but Chriſt's'moſt good, 
The Enemy could 6 poll: . : 

And we are glad, Chrif? s bloody Flag 

\  Doth flouriſh-over all. 

TheChei®bims Guard of the High Lord, 
Stood by w while Chriſt did Hhan's 

His Farher true forſook him! too, 

Let he the Ficld did get. 
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My Fury ſtrong ſupports mie long, 
And with my ſingle Arm, 
The Conqueſt*s won, Salvation's come 
To mine that none can harm. 


CHAP. XX. 


The ARkGUMENT. 


Thu Chapter contains an Account of a tri- 
umphant Song to the Lamb, by the Saints 
of the Old and New Teſtament, for 
Chrift's moſt glorious Conqueſt over his 
and the Church's Enemies, in bis Reſur«. 
rettion and Aſcenſion, 


ITH Deborah we'l ſing to Fab, 
Who'hath avenged me, 
And trod down Strength 3 his Arm hath 


To ſpoil his. Enemy, (Cength 
+When he march'd on, the Enemy ſtrong 
-;.- Did tremble in-the Earth ; 


.FAnd in the Field he made them yield, 
BF. As Holy Scripture ſaith. 


FE Wake Deborab, awake with Mirth, © _ 

4 ASong of Triumph (ing : 
.F Our Barak, Head Captivity led T 
# - A Captive, thoa King, 


7 LY. Wo : i -Proud 
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Proud $. ſera muſt ſtand in awe, 
The Srars in Heaven tight ; 

The great Fel hath conquer'd Hell, 
And put his Foes to flight. 


Come to our King, with 1/reel ſing, 
The Lord's a Man of War : 

He gloriouſly triumphs on high, 
And leads bis Enemies far. 

Phar av of Hell that proud Rebel, C 
His Chariots overthrew 3 

His great Captains, and choſen Ones, T 
Their Strength could not renew. 


They proudly faid, Purſue the Head, 
Fight not with Small or Great, 
But I/raePs King, firike moſt at him, 
Then we ſhall them defeat. 

Come draw your Sword, upon my Word, fp, 
My LuſtI will fulfil; - 

I will divide the Spoil, his Pride ha 
Shail not go conquering Kill, | 


The Sea aroſe upon his Foes, » 
And in it they did fink ; W 

A Sea of. Wrath, wherein.no Path 
Can find from it to ſhrink, 


| Whocan compare with this moſt Fair, 
' _ Glajousin Holinefs, 

And feartul in the praiſe of Men ? 

;.. Hts Wonders cannot ceaſc : Now 
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Now Hainnab ſung, we will prolong, 
Our Honour he exalts 3 
'JAgainit our Foes his Power flows, 
They may not proudly talk. 
The mighty One is broken down, 


And weak Ones girded are 
The Prince brought down from a high 
" The Poor cxalced there, (Throne, 


Come, Eſa's Song we will prolong, 
To our beloved King, 

That us hath made his ſweet Vineyard, 

+ Who were but Lumps of Sin ; 

And tix'd it in a fruitful Hill, 

| Where Showers fall Divine ; 

A Tower great he made in it, 
And on it Chiiſt doth ſhine, 


' JHedoth it watch; his Vineyard rich, 
"Tis done both Night and Day : 
[JA fiery Wall is round them all, 
Againlit the Beafis of Prey, © 

May Zin (ay, ina good Day, 

Tho thoy waſi angry, Lord, 
Witch me for Sin, through Chyilt our King, 
Thy Favour is reftor'l, 


Whold, my God doch Help afford, 
" He is Salvation ; 


*: 4 
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Who ſhall I fear ? Febiuabs nears 
My Truit, my Strength, my Song. 
Thercfore in Faith lets draw with Mirth, 
. From God's Salvation-Wells, ' Tl 
Thoſe living Streams, Chriſt's bloody Veins 
Did purchaſe for Rebels. \ 


Ih this good Day, we all will ay; 
Praiſe, praiſe the Lord alone 3 

Exalt his Nate, and ſpread his Fame, 
For great's the holy One. 

. In Zzen's Land, his mighty Hand' 

Is {tretched out fo fave Ti 

His Iſrael, whert he doth dwell, 

, Whom to his Son he gave. . In 


Well is it faid,* tm God's fare Word, ' T 
Excellent Things.doth he : - 
*Tis ſhewed forth tn all the Earth, 
God for his Church will be. 
Sing and cry our, come give a Shout 
Of Hallelujab's high W 
To Fehovah, begun on Earth, yo: 
But laſts Eternity. | "+ 
Ar 


bl 
The Prophet old, when ht foretold 
Death ſhould be ſwallowed up 
; In Victory,” by one on high, 
- Then he this Song did put © - 
Unto, the Church, to triumph much 
"Oh that triumphant Day : 


Ar 
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Eternal Gates, fiand ope in ſiate, 
That Saints then enter may. 


This City firong they enter in, 
$$ Salvation is their Wall, 
FAnd Bullwarks too 3 none can ſubdue 
'& And make this City fall. 
'JAs Mary's Song, when Gabriel came, 
1 The Angel her did'tell, 
{And her falute, and kindly greet, 
With News that did excel ; 


That ſhe ſhould bear the glorious Heir 
} Of Heaven, and of Earth ; 
I her pure Womb ſhould lie God's Son, 
As holy Scripture (faith. 
Then ſhe brake out with holy Shout 
_ Of Praiſe, to magnify 
{lhe Lord above, who in thich Love 
Had fill'd her Soul-with Joy. 


What Wonders here, that 1 ſhould bear 

J- A Saviour unto Man! 

{That I ſo poor, God great in Power, 

{ Should ferhis Love upon ! | 

JAnd me exalt, with all my Faults, & 5 

4. Above all Women high z * | 
No Queen he took this King co ſuck, 

{Oc bear in her Body; © 
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But me poor Maid he did regard, 
To his eternal Praile, 

I bdre che King who had no Sin, 
Oae of eternal Days. 

Wich Zacbary, the Loxd on high, 
Let us ever extol, 

For viliting and redeeming 
His People from all thrall. 


A Hom of Power, and a ſtrong Tower 

* Of great Salvation, 

For us hath rai>?d 3 eternal Praiſe 
The Lord ſhall wait alone. 

Now are made good the Prophet's words, 
Ipake ſince the World began: . 

God s Covenant fiood, his Mercy's good, +. 
He ſent to us his Son, 


To ſave.usfrom the Proud and Strong, | 
Yea all our Enemies, 

In Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, 
To ſerve him all our Days. 

That good Day-ſpring doth Knowledg bring,” 
Of Sins remiſſion free, | 

« And blefſed Light, and Peace in ſight, 

To thoſe in Darkneſs lay. - 


With Simeon old, let's be fo bold, 

To take the Lord of Glory ; 
In Arms of Love, tho high above q 
-*. *. flcavcn's Superior Story. Amy 
ik | : 4 
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nd praiſe him too, for 'tis his due, 
# And tell him we can dic 

1 Peace and Reli, becaute the beſt 
Ot Objeas now we (ce. 


Dur Eyes have ſeen the bleſſed One, 
Hid from great Potentates., 

The Gentiles Light, he is moſi bright, 

- And 1ſraeFs Glory great. 
ow triumph Saint, rhe Lord he went 
Unto Mount C aluary ; 

Suffer? d the Crols, and bore the Curſe 
For Man's Felictly. 


' For ſurely by his Poverty 
The Poor are very rich ; 
id by his Shame they have great Fame, 
No earthly Monarch ſuch. 
Ve were ſet free, for bound was he 
Unto the Poſt and Croſs 
at Grief he had, we might be glad 
Our Crown-cannot be loſt. 


"From-Hecaven's room the Som came down, 

4 We all might there aſcend : 

J Man became, he might regain 

That Love which hath no End. 

bo Houſe had he, tho of Heaven free, 

'We may have one above, 

ot made with Hands, or Mens Commands, 
by God's Powes and Love. God 
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God in the dark feern?d to forlake 23 
His own eternal Son ; 

We might have Light, ſplendid and brig\WR 
And ever with him dwell. 

A Wonder*s here, God's Son moſt dear, 
Had leſs ground to expe 

The Shines of God, when that he di'd, 
Than Saints of either SCXs 


He's in the Dark to- purchaſe Light, 0 
Fiom hence forſaken too : T 

Saints n ay expe (tho Chriſt did not) 
God's Shines their Dying-day. 

Lord, we a Song will ling, as long 
As an Eternity. 

O King of Days, *tis endleſs Praiſc 
Is ſtill chy Childrens cry. 


| What tho wefiand ina ſtrange Land, 
A Babel Wilderneſs, 

Our Harps will tune to the Renown 
Ot him who?s Lord of: Hoſts, 
As travelling on to Mount Son, ( 

Our Houtc, our Place, our Home z 
As going on, we'll {ing our Song | 
To him upon the. Throne, 


P 

Wha.can but ling, 'the Lord will come? K 

Methinks he's, at the Door 3 + 

Faith tees him ſiand, now. juſt at hand, | 
- My Soul.be {ad no moxe. j 


. 
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SVich David ling, and Offerings bring 3 
Let all che Saints of God 


MRejoice in him, chat makerh them 
Molt glorious by his Blood. 


Upon your Bed, fing to your Head, 
Declare his noble Acts ; 
JFor this will be eternally 
The Work of Tongue and Hearts, 
O let us ting the Lamb's ſweet Song, 
\ Cry, Great and marvellous 
Are all thy Works, Lord God of Hoſts, 
" Almighty, true and juſt « 


nd with Saint Fohn, we'l praiſe the Lamb, 
The Prince and King of Earth, 

Who loved us, and walhed us —-- 

- With.his own Blood chrough Faith, 

YTo'God mott wile give all due Praile, 

Glory and Majctty 

Dominion.great,. a Prince?s Scat "By 
*O hath above the Sky. 


Ps give henceforth Hal'elujah, 
T Stations Honour 1003 . ©. 
With that Voice came out fromthe ng 
Praiſe G-d his Servan' $ dv. 
d King of Saints, all Nations faint 
"At thy jaii Jadgmeut, Lord y ' * 7 
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Who ſhall not fear, and thee revere, 
And ſpread thy Fame abroad ? 


Thou worthy art to have the Heart, 
Becauſe all Things tlhalt made, 

For thine own Will, and Glory Rill ; 
Hence 'tis we give thee Laud. 

Let Hrav'n and Earth their Praile ſct forth, [xj 
And Hallelujabs ting, 

For our high God, and mighty Lord, "JHi 
Remainsa conqu'ring King, | 


La —_ 


CHAP. XXI. IT! 


The ARGUMENT: 

An Evangeliſt ſheweth whence it was that 
much Shane and Pain fell on an innocent 
Perſon, by jirihing the Name of the Deb} 
tors out of the black, and bloody Bond iff 
the Law, and mſerriny his own, Wh-1#Cc 
long Fourney be.ca.e to redeem and manyſ/ 
poor Leprous Bergars. . 1nd what ble 
Battels lje fought ro gain this poor cot 
temptible I/orm, and how be inveſted 
With ar Eternal King dem of Glory, fred 
bu laſt Will and 1 eſt ament. 


WW HO Inqueſi-makes, Interrogates, 
| The Scribe which heic 1wdues ? } 
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If he can ſhow, why all this Wq 
| Fell on the Lord of Light? - 
Jl! take from thee Prolixity, "I 
In a Compendium ſhew, 
That thee and I made him to die, 
Who was Meſſiah true :; 


h, [His Cheeks we ſmote by our proud Heart, - 
And Hair eradicate 3 

"His Hands and Feet Nails penetrate, 

He might us happy make. 

[ ay again, thy Sin and mine 

Procured all this Wo 3 

The thorny Crown makes Blood run down, 
From Head to Feet below. 


We him did rip, and alſo whip, 
The Spear ran in his Side ; | 

MThe Travail of his Soul did make 

* An Enemy-is Bride, | 

 #1Come Malefactor, evil Actor, 

"J] Make one believing look : - | 

What all paſs by, none calt an Eye 

#7 On me who am forſook 4 


M my dear God, my precious Lord? 
And purely for your fake - | 
left my Weal inſcrutable ; 

' 1 might you happy make. 


D 


-» 
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My Hand | firuck, with God who took 
I My Covenant and Bail, . 

. * That I might ſee the Debtor free 


From.the Infernal Jail. It 


Men ought repent, they ever went Bu 
To take a Surety's Place ; "= 
But I did long the Day were come, Ar 


© Tho ſuffer'd much Diſgrace. 
Your Names firuck out the legal Book, 


That Book and bloody Bond, T 
My Name I inſert with all my Heart, 

So I ſtand only bound. Sc 
I who am juſt,. God did arreſt Y 

Your Subſtitute for all ; 
And God accounts the Sinner juſt, F 


And Chriſt the Criminal. 
I paid Man's Debt by bloody Sweat, | 
In Priſon alſo lay . 
But afterward had a Diſcharge 
%,-Qn tt? Reſurreion Day. 
$7. 


© Men admire free Grace the higher, q 
5, For Love diſtinguiſhing, 
- "That you might live,, an Object have 

| For Faith, tho Devils none. 

No Goſpel-light before their ſight, 
' * , Men no-Commiſlion have | 
þ- / To preach in Hell the pure Goſpel, 
#47 He only Men will fave. 


þ. MN . *% 


Sure 


of our Saviour Jeſus Chrift. - 75 


urely Succeſs we ſhould not mils, 
That are Ambaſſadors. 

If we could preach, and Devils teach, 
Their Pardon Chrift procures, 
But now we preach, our Hands we firetch 
In vain the whole long day, 
And call upon the Sons of Men 
To haſte and come away 


To Jeſus Chriſt.the Chief and Beſt ; 
But Sinners, will not hear : 

$0 Unbelief makes them the Chief 
Of Sinners, will appear 

Yea greater than the Devils Sin, 

Or Man's in Paradiſe, 

For neither of them did rebel 
Againſi.redeeming Grace. 


—_—_ 


CHAP. XXII 


The Ag GUMENT:. 

The Spouſe of Cbriſt interpoſeth with the ads 
miration of his Love, the Quantity, and 
immenſe Treaſures thereof, baving no 
Bank, nor Bottom, The Nature of it 1s 
free. All Sinners may fill their Veſſels 
from this Pipe 5, which t more comfortable 

| than the moſt fragrant Wine, and ſo 

__  Þ 3 power 


"41 * 
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| powerful, that it draws the Heart to Chriſt, 


a a Loadftone the Maſs of Steel. : 
ww HAT marvellous rich Love is this, 
x That ſuch a curſed Race 


As we came from, ſhould fit among 
The Children of his Grace ! 
Our Fathers ſure, the Hittites were, 

Our Mothers Amorites - 
*- Acurſed Race, yet by free Grace 
- Inthoſe the Lord delights. | 


None us beheld when in the Field, 
| All wallowing in our Blood ; 
-- . None pitied us under this Curſe, 
But the Samar'tan good. 
_ He caſts an Eye, when paſſed by, 
| And fajd, Live Infant, live 
; When in our Blood, he was fo good, 
_'His ſaving Grace to give ; 


And threw his Skirt on our foul Heart, 
| To hide our Nakedneſs: 
- This1s the Time of Love, the Time -: 
*- He gave us Righteouſneſs. ; 
- A Covenant wherein's no Want, 
With Sinners made when poor, 

To be his own-he gave his Son, 

,The'Coy gant to enſure, 


: A "8 , We | l. 
4d d we 4 ; : 6 
- L Y 2M 


— 


, —_—" X x os 


of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 77 
We waſhed are with Water pure, 
And with the beſt of Blood, 
Blood's waſt'd away with Blood that Day 
Death ſeiz'd the Son of God. 
God did appoint them to anoint 
With his moſt precious Oil; 
They decked are with Silk and Hair, 
1 Allclean, no longer foul: 


f, 


A Chain of Gold, the Worth's untold, 
Is put about her Neck ; 
The Linen white, and broidred Work 
 Doth her moſt lovely deck. 
Upon her Hands the Bracelet ſtands 3 
Her Head with Jewels ſet, 
And on the ſame a glorious Crown : 


Wich Ear-rings ſhe's bede&.” 


And ſhe did eat the fineſt Wheat, 
' And ſweeteſt Honey too ; 
She?s beautiful, and doth excel 
The moſt Self-righteous Few. 
Now her Renown, and glorious Fame, 
Goes through the Heathen Land ; 
She proſpers in a bleſt Kingdom, 
Which never will have End. 


Her Comelinels is Righteouſneſs, 
But this the Lord puts on 3 


D 3 
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And Comel]y through his Comelineſs, 
Glory to Grace alone. 

This Spouſe excels in glorious ſmells 
Myrrh, Alloes, Cafhia 3 

Her Garments fine a ſweet Perfume 
Do calt forth every way. 


Within, within the Glory's (een, 
In the King's Daughter true ; 


Wrought Gold's her Garb, moſt richly laid, 
The Bridegroom wears it too : 


At whoſe right Hand the Queen doth ſtand, 


In Gold of Ophzr fine : 
Her Beauty great makes Chriſt to ſpeak, 
Thy Beauty is Divine. 


The Father juſt his Son did truſt, 
Before his Incarnation, 

In ſaving thoſe, to Heaven goes, 

' In every Land and Nation. 

The Son moſt juſt the Father truſts, 
That he Salvation give 

All the Ele&, who have their Debt 
Paid long before they live, 


Their Debt did pay and ſatisfy, 
Some hundred Years before 
They Being had, by Chriſt his Blocd, 


» Ore they ran in ſcore. 


- What's requilite, and what's moſt meet 


In any Advocate, 


ls | 
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The only Potencate : 


Who doth delight to fee the Spite 
And Diſagreement end, 

Bet ween the King and Men for Sin, 
Therefore his Blood did ſpend. 

He's juſt and meek, yea very {weet, 
Moſt powerful and true ; 

And brings God down to love the Man, 
And Man to God does go. 


The Levites paſs, the Prieſts make haſte 
From us, ſweltring in Blood : 

But the good Man, Samaritan, 
Stood fill to do us goods 

And in the Soul did pour in Oil, 
So heal'd the Wounds of Sin 

And rather than his Soul ſhould pine, 
His Blood he poured in. 


He covers all, our Shame and Fall, 
Wirth Robes of Righteouſneſs : 
And gives to Man a glorious Ring, 
To ſeal them up to Bliſs. | 
The fatted Beaſt is kill'd, to feaſt 
Thoſe ftarving Souls of ours : 
O Lamb of God, thy Blood was ſhed 
In an accepted Hour. 


D 4 
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Is found in Chriſt, the Meek and Juſt, 


ay | | 


- Who gave himſelf for our Souls Health, 


- Come lct us for him die, | he 
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We Syrians poor, and Strangers were, 
In a moſt forlorn Plight, 


Lay at thy Door of Grace full ſore, Hi 


| In Darkneſs without Light: 
Yet faidſt thou, Live, my Grace give 
To thee, beſmear*d with Blood ; T 
Live, Infant live, my Son l give, 
To be thy Prince and Head ; 1 
B 
F 


An Head of Senſe and Influence, 
Is to his Body dear : 
As from the Root the Branches ſhoot, 
So Chriſt the Church doth bear. 
His Lambs he'l feed, a tender Head, 


One Member if but il, : 
A-Balſam made of his own Blood, 

Doth from the Heart diſtil, I 

As Branches dry, and allo die, 


Which from the Vine are cut 
So every Saint would quickly faint, 
And die, if from the Root. 

As many Branches make one Vine, 
And many Grains one Loaf 3 

So many Men one Body frame, 
Unite to Chriſt by Faith : 


That*s more than Heaven high 
Ten chouſand times ; ten thouſand Tens, | 


| 
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A Journey long, through Storms a throng, 
Chriſt came to vilit thee z 


His Head with Drops, and Dew his Locks 
Did wet, he might thee ſee. 


Tho Mankind had ſome Lovers bad, 
When he the Queſtion put 

He gave his Dove excelling Love, 
By which their Hearts he took ; 

But waited long, with Patience ſtrong, 
For Floods can't quench his Love z 

Repulkes lircng, often and long, 
Could not make him remove. 


This Bridegroom wrought, great Battels 
To him none equal be: _ (fought, 
Few Husbands win theiwBride and Kin 


By Blood, as he did thee. [Mr.Delaun. . 


Ear-rings of Gold, Riches untold,. 
He clothes his Bride withal ; 

His Spouſe doth dreſs with Righteouſneſs, 
To beautify the Soul, 


And from all Debts they.are acquit, 
By Marriage of the King 3 


| Who will inveſt his with the Beſt, 


A Kingdom without Sin. 


What Monarchs known to leave his Throre, 


For Leprous and Diſeasd ? 


Bs And 
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And tho forlorn, and fill'd with Scorn, 
Yethe with thoſe is pleas'd. 


Some Bridegrooms change , new Lovers 
' Andcaſt the old away : (gain 5 
But he loves firſt, unto the laſt, 
Yea to Eternity. 
The Mother dean, her Son moſt near 
' S$heſoonercan forget, 
\ -Than a Convert, with changed Heart, 
Out of his Love can ſlip. 


The Mountains faſt, they all (hill haſte 
' From their moſt fixed Place, 
Before that he will thee deny, 
Who art in Cov'nant-Grace. 
_ If any can the Heavens ſpan, 
- And meaſure Sea and Land ; 
Then Fleſh and Sin, and Satan's Gin, 
May pluck them from his Hand. 


If Moon fo bright, and Stars oth' Night, 
Their Courſe can change and flip 
Then may his Love decline his Dove, 
. . » Whom he keeps while they ſleep. 
If he can drown:the World again, 
Againſt his fix'd Decree : 
T hen may his Love from thee remove, 
Which none ſhall ever ſee. 
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If he be true, and able to | 
Save Facob and his Seed 3 
If he be God, he will afford 
Them help in all their need. 
The Bride when old, ſom's Love grows 
Subje& to Death are all ; (cold, 
But Jehovah no Changes hath 3 
Becaule he lives, you ſhall. 


Nor Life, nor Death, nor Heaven or Earth, 
Any Divorce can make, 

Between thoſe two Lovers molt true, 

' The Lord and his Elect. 

Upon Chriſt's Heart the Spouſe thou art, 
Upon his Arm and Breaft : 

Him love and kiſs, you ſhall not miſs 
Of everlaſting Reſt, 


To all believe, he doth bequeath 
Great Bleſſings in his Will 

Remiſhon, Peace, Pardon and Grace, 
The holy Spirit's fill. 

This Teſtament that Chriſt hath ſent, 
By Blood is ratified, 

Now who his Will can difannul ? 
The Teſtator hath died. 


The Legatees, with bended Knees, 
The Spirit is appointed, - 

The Holy Ghoſt, as one in truſt, 

To ſee the Saints Anointed. 
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* Ovaſi, immenſe Treaſures of Scnſe 

” - And Love Jah doth impart, \ 

+ More than the Seas or Ocean is, 

- For breadth, length, depth, and height. 


+ The curſed Croſs the Lord did kiſs, 
And the devouring Flame ; 

* Alſo the Breath of direful Death, 

* For Man'seternal Gain. 

{ Lord we eſteem, Grace did redeem 
- More than the richeſt Wine : 

= No Cordial dear my Heart can chear, 
Like Blood from the true Vine. 


Come pierce my Dove the Pipe of Love, 
_** And fill your Veſſels full 
* Divine Excels is ſorboreneſs, 


| Love's all that can be thought by Man, 
Jn Earth or Heaven above 

- Epitomize the God moſt wile, 

The Sum of all is Love. 


' And ſuperſcrib'd to Man ; 

& The Goſpel free is ſent to thee, 

> That Chriſt thy Love may gain. 

As Loadftones draw the ftcely Mats, 

-*- So Love my (tecly Heart 

*Doth knit to thee, as Ivy free 

| About the Qak doth wrap. This 


Ko 
* IS 


Now fatiate your Soul. [ Mr. Reeves, 


ALetter's wrote, where Love's the ſcope, 
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This Love's like Rain © quench the Flame 
Of all Mcns burning Lulis, 

| A Corrotive from Loves deriv'd, 
To eat the Hearts poor Fleſh. 

And now, O Lord, with one accord, 

| Wegofrom Lebavey s 

And this Worlds Mount 'of Pleaſures ſhan't 
Divide a God and Man. 


The Leopard's Paws, and Lion's Jaws, 
And all the wicked Rout ; 

From Satan's Gins, and Spoilers Dens, 
Make haſte and lead us out, 

Unto the Mount of Myrrh above, 
The Hill of Frankincenſe 3 

That Holy Land none yet could nd, 
Nor ſhall till we go hence. 


CHAP. XXII. 


The Ancuunty. 


Mither Zion interpoſeth with high Praiſes to 
the Meſhah, for thoſe great Immunities 
and Advantages ſhe bath from the ſeve- 
ral Offices and Operations of his Maje- 
ſity, m reference to the Church. ſet forth 
by variety-of Types and Figures in the Old 
Teſtament. : 


GREAT 


* _ While ſome ſay, What is thy Beloved 
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REAT Majeſty advanc'd in Bli(s, 
Moſt Righteous and moſt True : 

Eternal Days of Glory, Lord, 
Come ſhort of what's thy due. 

- Tho few believe the Lord®s Report, 
And feel his powerful Arm 

Yet Zion by peculiar Grace, 

Believes through Grace's Charm. 


A none-ſuch Comelineſs we ſee, 
In Chrift our Lord and King ; 


More than another Man ? 
He's pure and white, and ruddy too, 
The chief of Thoutands ſure ; 
Healtogether lovely is, 
His Beauty doth allure. 


And tho ungodly Men report, 
For his own Sin did die ; 
Yet we believe it was ur Sins 
That hang'd him on the Tree. 
And when, like Sheep, from God had firay'd 
To our own-{inful Way ; 
The bleffed Shepherd on his Back 
. Did take us from the Prey, 


The Lord from his Geet Life did paty* 


S 
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Our Debt to latisfy : 
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of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
So we from Juſtice were diſcharg'd- 
Upon his dying Day. 
He like a Lamb moſt patiently, 
Unto the Slaughter's led, 
And drunk the bitter Cup of Death, 
Without a murmuring Word. 


Before the Judgment Seat he ſtood, 
A Priſoner at the Bar ; 

And by his Judgment we are freed, 

. Who wretched Priſoners were. 

His Generation is ſo Great, 
Noble,. Eternal too ! 

None can declare the Number of 
His Sons and Daughters true. 


In ſhedding of his precious Blood, 
A numerous Off-ſpring hath, - 
Which none can number noy declare, 
For they kill Heaven and Earth. 

And tho no Violence did a*F, 
Yet he mult make his Grave 
With wicked and ungodly Men, 

For ſuch he came to ſave. 


It pleaſed God his Son to bruite, 

- An Offering he might give, 

F. To thave a glorious Church on Earth, 
-*, And wth him ever live. 


- As Eve came out of Adam's Side, 
F  Sodid the Church from Chriſt ; 
She is the Travail of his Soul, 
For whom he groaned much, 


-. But Satisfaction great hath he, 

E-”- After his trav?lling Soul 3 

- For his Seed he will juſtify, 

t. By knowing Chriili their All, 

 APortion with the Great he?l have, 
And with the Strong divide 

The Glory of his conquering Strength, 
In ſpite of Helliſh Pride : 


Becauſe he poured forth kis Soul 
To Death, both frank and free, 

And took it up'in three Days time, 
So got the Victory. 

- Andnow triumphantly is gone; . 

\ Into the Heavens high, 

- Having Captivity captive led, 

* ?*Tis like his Majeliy, 


- And there doth Interceſſivn make 

* For all whoſe Sins he bare ; 

* And will not ceaſe his glorious Work, 
- _- Until they with him are. 


* Our Ark of Love, which ſaves thy Dove, 


 Thouart, O Lord, moi tirong, 
E When dclug'd all the World belide, 
Thou ſav*dG thy Church alone, 
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Our Facob*s Ladder, by which God 
Doth friendly viſit us, 

And we aſcend upon the ſame, 
Immanuel, God with us. 

Our Iſaac art, who bore the Croſs, 
And felt the ſharpned Sword, 

In whom the Nations all are bleſt, 
According to thy Word. 


Our bleſſed Joſeph, who was ſent 
From Canaan heavenly, 

Unto the Egypt of this World 
For Food, we might not die. 

Our fiery cloudy Pillar art, 
In this dark Wilderneſs: 

Our Foſhxa doth us conduct 

| - Unto the. Land of Reſt. 


Our Rock of Ages, Lord, thou art, 
Smote both by God and Man : 
The Emanation of thy Blood 
And Streams were ſeen by John. 
Our feaſting Paſſover alſo, 
. The ſpotleſs Lamb was ſlain 3 


The ſprinkling of the Soul by Blood, 


Prevents a {inful Reign, 


Our brazen Serpent we behold, 
Whenever ſtung with Sin 
From that Diſeaſe deliver'd are, 
| Which elſe would end in Hell. 
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Our 
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=. Our Jubilee, accepted Year, 

Was the Year of thy Death ; 
We heard the Goſpel-Trympet ſound 

True Joy, and free from Wrath. 


Our Mercy-Seat, and Throne of Grace, 
The great Propitiatory 3 

From which the Father kindly ſpeaks, 
Poor Sinners here is Glory. 

The Mercy-Seat above the Ark, 

And Tables of the Law, 

Did figure Mercy triumphing, 
Ofer Juſtice which we ſaw. 


The Altar, Prieſt, and Sacriiice : 
A5 Prieft, both Man and God ; 

As Altar, God, who ſandihes ; 

.' As Man, the Offering's good. 
The rich and holy Vail thou art, 
Thy Body's Vail was rent : 

So we into-the holy Place 
May have a free aſcent. 


The Manna in the Wilderneſs, 
Tha called Angels Food, 
Is tar unlike that feeds the Soul, 
The Goſpel-Feaſt is Blood, 
Which here helow we feed upon, 
In this ſad Wilderneſs ; 
But when once got to Canaan's Land, 
We feed no more as thus, 


Yet 


No a 


Yet as the Jew could not forget 
The Manna Miracle 

No more can Saints forget Blils, 
God's Wonders there to (QL: 

Our Shil:h, and ſafe Maker art; 
And Jacob's Star allo ; 

The Laver where poor Lepers waſh, 
And blefled Fountain too, 


F 


That's opened for Jeruſalem, 
And Judah? Guilt to wath 3 
And all the Gentiles that repair 
To him for Righteouſneſs. 
The Shew-bread Table did hold forth, 
In God's Houſe is no want : 
The Lord is alway with his Flock, 
His Table is not ſcant. 


Our Altar of Perfume, O Lord, 
And golden Cenſor art \ 

The Cloud of ſpiced Incenfe ſweet 
Perfumes the Mercy-ſeat. 

O Lord, our Sin, and Peace-oft *ring, 
Tonah calt in the Sea, 

To till the Storm of Wrath Divine, 
Man in it may not lie. 


Our Temple, Tabernacle true, 
Which God did: pitch, not Man 
The Godhead dwelt in humane Fleſh, 


Is the Temple I mean, 
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Our Joſhua and dear Saviour, 
Who wore our Rags of Sin, 

And we his Robes of Righteouſneſs, 
So brought unto the King. 


And now the filthy Garment's-gone, 
And chang?d with Raiment new, 
The long and ſpotleſs Robe of Chrit: 

Now what can Satando ? 
Thou art our great Zerubbabel, 

A ſpiritual Temple makes 3 
The Temple of the living God 

In Men, Chriſt undertakes, 


.. To build, tho greatly oppoſed 
' By Mountain Enemies: 
He that laid the Foundationeſione, 
-- The Top-ſtone he will raiſe ; 
= And finiſh Grace where it's begun 
In ſpite of all our Foes : 
That you may all everaſcribe 


"To him, Grace, Glory, Praiſe, 
"Our Sampſon art, who flew by Death, 


&7- More than wien living was: 

> The firangeſt way of conquering, 

- ls dying on a Croſs. : 

\” Who took from Satan's Kingdom great, 
- , The Gates thereof away ; 

- And lcd Captivity captive, 

7 0 his triumphing Day. 


Qur | 
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of our Saviour Teſus Chriſt. 


Our ſpotleſs Lamb, both-God and Man, 


Was foreordain'd todie, 
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Bring Immortality. | 
The ſlain and living Goat thou art ; 
As ſlain, the Mercy. ſeat 

Is ill with Blood beſprinkled ; 

As living doſt intreat, 


And interceed continually : 
This is the Incenſe ſweet, 


| That like a Cloud in ſweet Perfurne, 


Is round the Mercy-ſeat. 


The Goat on which our Sins are laid, 


Iniquities confeſs, 
And carried out of Memory, 
Loſt in the Wilderneſs : 


And far removed, as Eaſt from Weſt, 
Drown'd in his bloody Sea ; 


FBchind his Back they all are caſt, 


And blots them out moſ free. 


{He is the great Melchiſedech, 


Without Beginning, End 3 
As Man no Sire, no Mother as God, 
The Type he did tranſcend. 


A King of Peace, and Prieſt moſt high, 
| 


Who offer'd once for all 3 


9} 


To take off Sin, and Death's great Sting, 


Not 
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| Not for his own, but others Sins, 
Himſelf, not Beaſts did fall. 

The Peoples Covenant thou art, : 
In Subſtance, Peron, Name 3 

And hence art called Immanuel, 


Two Natures, Perſon one. | 
The Subſtance of the Covenant E 
Of Grace, it is in ſhort 3 
Thy God I am, thou ſhalt be mine, F 
And we will never part. 


Now God and Man together dwell t 
In Chriſt, for evermore: | 
This is the great Foundation of 

Man's Happineſs in ſtore. þ 


That tho by Sin Man's ſeparate S - 
From God, the chiefeſt Good, 

Yet now in Chriſt united are, 
Man ſhall live till with God. 

And if the Union cannot ceaſe, 
CalPd Hypoſt atical ; 

No more can that *tween God and his, 
Becauſe ?tis Etcrnal. 


Tho God and all our Adam loſt, 
Yet Chriſt hath it regain'd : 
And now the Saints have God in all, 
The want of which them pain'd. 


But Unbelievers have not God, 
In what they do enjoy 3 

Since Sin did break the golden Link, 
All chings do them annoy, 


But thoſe are Chriſt's, all things are theirs, 
And work {iill for their Good 3 
But the Profane, what e*ce they have, 
Its ſeparate from God ; 
From God in way of Covenant, 
So that all theſe may ſay, 
Riches and Honour I have much, 
But God in all leaves me. 


And when Man loſt a ſight of God, 
| A Vition beautiful , 
He by his Blood hath ic regain'd, 
When all things elſe did fail. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 


The ArkGUMENT:. 


The undefiled Virgins of the Lamb, beg her 
Beloved to make haſte over thoſe Moun- 
| Fains of Bether and Separation, and put 
an end.to the Winter Storms, and haſten 
the = of 'the —_ Stmmer and 
Day of Glory, where back-part Siphts 
ws © Brow Fs will be Ly Ae, 
. Beatifical Viſion, and all the Saints ſhall 
have their white Robes, Palms in their 
Hands, and Crowns on their Heads, and\ T 
fit with Chriſt upon his Throne, to judo} 
Men and Devils ; then they fhall bebold} V\ 
the Gloriow Deity ſhining through the 
Bleſſed Glaſs of the Humane Nature. C 
V 
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The Virgins conclude with an Exhortation 
to the Noble Heſt of Martyrs, the Glors- 
ous Apoſtles and Prophets, Elders, Sera- 
phims, © Cherubims, and every Creature 
in Heaven and Earth, to caſt their Crowns | C, 
before the Lamb. 
I. | (Lights, [A 
\ \ 4 HAT back-part Views, and Lattice- 
Es To thoſe beyond the Grave ; W 
& There's Banquets ſweet, here is none ſuch 
&. : For any Saint to have. - +1. 
8 | Lord, , 
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JLord, make-no tiay, come look?%d- tor Day 3 
What ails the Morning-Light ? 

All Shadows flee away, be gone, 
And Day of Glory break, 


er] Lord, Bether Mount, remove it quite, 
(2 And leap over them all ; 

#1 No longer Separation make 

en Between thee and my Soul. 

dj O be thou like the Roe and Hart, 

ts With winged ſpeed make haſte z 

vef Come o're thole ſeparating Hills, 

il} - And take us to thy Rett, 


dj The Winter Blaſts are almoſt gone, 

op} Farewel the Rain and Flood : 

di We cry aloud, come fetch us home, 

el Why have thy Chariots ſtood ? 

e. | Come, Lord, with thy (weet Jubilee, 
un} Hark how the Creatures groan 

- | With Saints, for full Redemption 

-| Hear how they make their 1n0an. 


25 Come, bleſſed Lord, do thou create 

New Heavens, -and new Earth : 

$, JA fin'els Kingdom: we long for, 

ef Which gives true Joy and Mirth, 

With ſpeed make hatte, Vengeance to ſhow, 
Fer thy bleſt Temple's ake': 


E 


The 
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All Antichriſts both Eaſt and Welt 
Do thou make deſolate. 


And then the chief rejected Stone, 
Tho little, it will grow 
Into.a Mount, 'and fill the Seat 


C 


+ Of Monarchs here below. {(Mr.Rafe/n] V\ 


That Stone which from the Mountain was 
Cut out, without a Hand, 

Into a Mountain, let it grow, 
Andall the World command. 


A burdenſome Foundation-fione, 
In Zion there ſhall lie : 

All that do ſpurn againſt that Stone, 
Shall by ic fall and die. 

Then all Chriſt's marked Ones, they ſhall 
With him-aſcend the Throne 3 

Therall the World to him will bow, 
When he ſhall reign alone. 


Lord Jeſus haſte unto thy Throne, 
We no more Captives be 

And fly upon the Wings of Love, 
For thee we long to ſee, 

This bleſſed Day no Night will have, 
The Moon will be & Sun ; 

A ſeven-fold Light the Sun will be : 

O were this Day begun. 
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Come hiſte that bleſſed break of Light, 
Let Shadows flee away 3 

When Ordinances all ſhall ceaſe, 

Come on Eternal Day. 


I ben through a Glas ſhall look no more, 


Unleſs the Glas Divine z 
We fall through humane Nature fee, 
T he blefled God-head ſhine. 


The Glaſs of Ordinances ceaſe, 
Now look through them-no more, 
Nor Creatures Word or Promiles, 
When we {ce God moſt pure : 
Then we ſhall in each Boſomni*s reſt 
ASina Bed Divinez -* 


4And fulnels of pure Joy ſhall have, 


When God doth ou us ſhine. - 


Now Righteous Ones they entrance have, 

Into this Palace Royal, | 

There where no Curſe [hall evet be, 
Or any time of Tried. 

That City of Fernſalem, 

| In Viſion Fohn did ſees 

Deſcending out of Heaven above, 

With gloricus Majefiy. 


| This City which doth entertain 


The People of the Lords 


E 2 
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It is ſet torth by Metaphors, 
So 15 nct underſiood, 

The Walls of Stone moſt precious are, 
And the Foundaticntoo : ; 

Twelve, thoufand Furlongs is the Breadth, 
The Length and Height allo. 


T welve Gates, twelve Angels at the Gates, 
That keep both Watch and Ward : 
No evil thing can enter there, 
Tho they,ttand all abroad. 
And on thoſe Gates the Names are writ, 
Of the twelve bleſſed Tribes 
Ot the Children of 1ſrael, 
In whom the Truth abides, 


And inks 6. IG hath the Wall 
Of this moti Royal City 
In which Foundation 'there is writ 
Their Names, the Lamb did pity, 
The twelyeApgbiles of the Lamb 
Were written fair thereon 5 : 
There is. no City like $6.this, 
Free, Holy, withayt Sin. 


Pure Jaſper was the Wall built of, 

The City of pure Gold : 
Gold is the Stzeers ofrshis-rich Place, © > - 
Its Worth canngt;bg told. 't 


Twelve 


wp L 
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Twelve glorious Pearls the Gates thereof, 
One Pearl every Gate 
And the Foundation richly deck?d 


With precious Stones of State. 


And from this City glorious Streams 
-— Ot living Water comes, 
> | Out of the Throne of God the Lamb, 
Are molt refreſhing Streams, 
And in the middle of the Street, 
_Andeither fide the River, 
[Twelve ſorts of Fruits the Tree of Life 
Did bear, to heal us ever. 


And here the Throne of God ſhall be, 
Allo the Lamb's high Throne z 
And there his Servants ſhall be free, 
'To ſerve the Holy One: 
And they ſhall fee his bleſſed Face, 
And bear his glorious Name 3 ; 
"| Which on their Foreheads ſhall have place, 
His Image to proclaim. I 4 


And then and there ſhall beino Night, 
For God the Lord mot High, 
- JWill be their Temple, and their Light, 
Toall Eternity. / [Mr. Barton. 
owrblefled Jeſus his will lead, 
| Toliving Water. Sptings, 


: * Where 
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Where Tears ſhall-all be waſt'd away, 
A City full of Kings. | 


Law-Righteouſneſs could not procure 
Such Thrones and Kingdoms great, 

Such Palms and Robes as Saints tha!l have 
When they in Heaven meet, c 

Strike up you bleſſed Spirits in Bliſs, 
Your Songs mot lofty high ; 

You ſeparated: Soubk in Blits 
Praiſe him, as well you may. [Mr, Retves, 


Unto the Lamb, whoſe Seat is ſet * 
In midſt of the great Throne 3 \ 

He there 'was.ſeen who had been ſlain 3 
By Saintg and Angels known. 

*T was thou waſt flain, and haft redeem'd 
All Nations by thy Blood 3 

Therefore warthy to ope the Book, 
The Mylteries of God. 


The Book ſeen in Jehavab?s Hand, 
Written without, within, 

Which do contain God's Counſels great 
Unto the tinal End. 

O holy. Jeſus, . bleſſed Lamb, 

«Foals Sorrows did prevent. Wh 
Thou David'sRoot, and Fudab's Lion, 
Walt tit to ope the Rabk. 
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A Perton very fit to Rule 
Both this World, and the Church: 
Therefore all Power is given him, 
Becauſe there is none {uch. 

Let's praiſe this King for ever-more, 
With Angels, Elders, Beaſts ; 
Church- Militant, and Triumphant, 

Adore the Loxd of Holts. 


Ye noble Hoſt of Martyrs all, 
The glorious Prophets too z 

Angels, Apoſtles, Arch- Angels, 

 Praife him the Lord molt true. 

Who can declare the tweet Jub'lee 
In Heaven folemniz?d, 

By Seraphims, and Chervbims, 
And Principalitics ? 


Powers and all, Dominions too, 
To him do caſt their Crowns ; 
Then thouſand times ten:thouſand Tens 
In holy Thanks abound, 
Crying, © holy, holy Lord, 
The Lamb in glorious State, 
O Holy Ghott, Holy and True, 
Who did the Creatures, make, 


FRedeemed Men, for ever ling 


Of Surety-Righteouſncls 3 
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They?®l have it there for ever-more, 
In-everlaſting Blits, 

Come let us join the Creatures all, 
In Heaven, Eaith, and Sea ; 


All Creatures with loud Voices cry, 
Worthy, O Lamb, worthy. 


All Wiſdom, Riches, to receive 
Strength, Bleiling, Glory too, 
From all in Heaven, in Earth and Sea, 

Is thine Eternal due. 


head... ed. i 
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TD OOR” the Firſt, Page 15. line the firſt, after 
' ©) thouſand, add, &c, Pag. 77. 1. 23. for thing 
read Temptations. 

Book 2. Pag. 33: 4. 19. read 27 Tears, Pag. 24 
-1. 29. for ſad, read faid. | 
+ In the Poems, Pap. 9. |. 11. read, 2s brandiſhd 

for it, P; 316 4; te read adorn, Pos. Lis. r 
they, 'P. 96. |. 1. read what 5. 


